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iiiivnl or nislonis otrnvrs apiioiiitcd to tliat. duty, ami tlioy arc ploastMl totliiiik tliat in spittr

of all (lio lioarilin.^ and soarcliitm with wliii'li tlu> llritish S('arni<; llrd lias luiii liarassoil, not

a siiifjli' instani'i' lias In-on islaMislu'tl ot" tin* use of liri'-arn»s Ity llrilisli vossrls conlriiry

(o (lie Ui-gulatioMS.

'riu- so-i-alli'd serious delivt in flu- Hritish Ael for llu- ent'orronn-nl of the rcnulalions

is tlu' ni'M point in Mr. SluMinau's Midictnu'Ut. lie rcliis to the omission of I lie elauoe,

eontaineil in the Act passed to earrv out the mixfiis liniuii of l.S'.ll, whieli provided that

the presumption of uiuill would lie a>;aiiisl the vessel haviiii; on lio.iid lishini; or sliootiiii;;

implements, or seal-skms at torhidilen times or in I'orliiddeii waters, and declares that

" till- prai .ieal elleet is to make i(. impossihie in manv j'asi's to «'oiiviii Hritisli sealin^-

vessels, although there may lu- the stroiiijcst presumptive cvidemi' of i;uilt, evidence

whieli, under the Ait of C"oni;ress, would in most cases proeiirc the convi<'lioii of an

Aincriean si-aliim-vessel."

It would ha\e lieen ol mneli assistance lo Her M.ijesly's liovi rmiieiit if Mr. Shernmii

had mentioned one or twn of these iiiscs, as only ten Mrilisli \i>.sels have liecn

seizcil duiiiii; till" three years ilial the Act has luen in Inrci". <)l tlioe. two were sei/.eii in

IS*.M, not lor violation of tlie Award, hut haviin; niisealcd arms on lionnl. the aliened arms
in one ease lieiiii; a iim>ket with tlu- I'.iirel euf down, iiseil for si;!;iialliiiu, to the vessel's

lumts. Theu' w.is ahsnluielv no cTitlenee in either case that the arms had heen

used, and tlie Admiral deeideil not to luiii^- vessels so improperly seized to trial. One
vesM'l was seized last year hv the I'nited Stales on the pij-Uxl thai then' was a shot hole

in one olllie skin>, though the most esiiau^live search failed to reveal any arms ou hoiirtl,

and after a tew da\s" di lentitui the riiiled Slates' ollieer in ehari;c of the patrol released

her. 'I'lieic remain only seven v»-ssiIn, llienfore, liron^ht to trial in three years, and
of these four have lieen eon\ iiicd and heavv lines or forfeit iire intlieted. 'I'lie eases relerr«'d

to hy .Mr. Shcnnan are theiv Tori' reduced lo ihrci-. One of these vessel.- was seized cm the

ground that the ma-<ter liail not enlered up in his lot; lor two days the nnniher of seals

taken, and the Court promptiv dismissed the ease with costs afj:aiiist the prosecutor. Tho
oilur vessel leicaseil had lu'eii seized on a eliat.;i' of usir.i; fire-arms in killini; seals in

Hehrine. Se,i. llaviiiu lu-en previously simIiiiu on the .lapaii <-o.isl. when- the use »tf

tire arm> is .diowed, ou enlerim; l>ehiin!r ."^ci the niasler had his aninumition and itrius

I'.irefiilly eoiintcd hy the I'luleil Si.iies" ollii-er- at .Villi helorc licuiiiniiiu siiilini;;. \\ lien

searched Mihscipiently there ap|)cared to he some discrepancy in the ammiinilion, and one
skin had .1 hole in il proenliii;: an appear.mee like that ol a shol-hole. The diserepaiiey

in the amimmition was lully ai'eonuted for, lail tiie vessel was sent lor trial, ami of course

acipiitted. The third ease of aeipiitt.il was somewhat similar lo the last, except that tlie

evulence was even less strom,', and the t'oinm.mdcr ol' the IJrilish patrol licet only sent

her for trial lu ean>e his in>liuetioiis u'live him no discretion where a ilistinet otli'iicu

1- eh.need ai;.un>t .1 vessel hy a I niled Slates' ollieer. It is implied that hecanse tlie

clause making the pt>sses.>.ion ol M'.iiinj; iiiiplemcnis prinni J'licir cvideiici justilyiiijj; sei/iire

appeared m the .Act for the enlorceineiit of tlu" madiis virnuli lu 1M(I it should also

have appeared in the Act oi' ISlM for enforeini; the .\ward. r>ut the eireiimstances wire
eoiiipletely altered. 1 luler the mniliis intuili IU'hrin_u Sea was closed to sealing;, ll

a \essi 1 witii sealiuc iipiipmenl was I'onnd within the well-deiined hmilh of the .sea, lier

presence raised 'he presmnplion that she was there fur an unlawful purpose. Tlu- Award,
oil the other liatnl. established a close season over the whole area of the North Pacific i-ast

oi' lsi>' tVoin the 1st M.iy to the 1st August. When the close se.ison lie-ins the .sealers

iiavi to lind their way hack !o port tlirou[;h the closed area lor himdreds of miles with

their arms and skins on hoard. Uefiue the season opens in IJehriii!; Sea they have a^aiu

lo I'iiul their way tlirou,i;h the clo.scd area with their oipiipmenl on hoard to he ready

to lieiiii oper.itivms as soon as the close time ends. If the clause were in the Uritish .\ct

. v. ly one ( f the vessels either uoinj; lo or returning from t!ic prosecution of their lawful

lisliery could he >( lied ^olely heeause of the pos.session of the iinplemunts and produce of

hre calling. It would be evidently unjust to eiit'onr such a pruvisiun.

K\cn il the opi ration of' the ilaiise uere ir>trielid to the <Il)-nnle z.oiie in iJehrint; Sen,

it woul'l obviouslv. with liie tojis and eiirreut.s tlu re prcvailiim-. when for days lo^ctlier it

IS impossiiile to yjel a siclit of the sun, be unjust lo presume that whenever a scalin^-ves.^el

was I'ouiul iii>ide .1 ueoi;i'a|<hic.il line which -he may have had no opportunity of ti.xiii^, that

she W.18 neeosaiily there for an unl.iwful purposi;. Such a measure would he coiitnirv to

the spiiit of justice, and iiitliit uiiiiccessary and unmerited hardship on a (lurt of Her
Majesty's suhjeets wlio ,ire most aii\iou> to ohsirve the law in every parliculur.

The final instance cited hy .Mr. Sherman of " the I'uilun- and refusal "
oi" the Hritisli

Ciovernmeiit to i:ivi full efieet to the I'aris llej;ulatioii>," ileals with the (jucbtiou of tlu;

vulricii rc4uucd 111 the otiiciul lug-books of tlu; number uud sex of the scuU tukuu. IJu


