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28 SELECTIONS FROM DE QUIXCEY.

be a virgin, since her '* foule ftxca " was a satisfactory solu-

tion of that particular merit. Holinshead,^'^ on the other

hand, a chronicler somewhat later, every way more import-

ant, and at one time universally read, has given a very

pleasing testimony to the interesting character of Joanna's

person and engaging manners. Neither of these men lived

till the following century, so that personally this evidence

is none at all. Grafton sullenly and carelessly believed as

he wished to believe; Holinshead took pains to inciuire,

and reports undoubte<Ily the general impression of France.

But T cite the case as ilhi.^trating M. JMichelet's candor.

The circumstantial incidents of the execution, unless

with more space than I can now conmiand, I should be

unwilling to relate. I should fear to injure, by imperfect

report, a martyrdom which to myself appiMrs so unspeak-

ably grand. Yet for a {purpose, pointing not at Joanna,

but M. Michelet,—viz., to convince him that an Englishman
is capable of thinking more highly of La Pucelle than even

her admiring countryman,—I shall, in parting, allude to one
or two traits in Joanna's demeanor on the scaiYold, and to

one or two in that of tlie bystanders, which authorize me
in questioning an opinio»i of his upon this martyr's fii'niness.

The reader ouglit to be reminded that Joanna d'Arc was
subjected to an unusually imfair trial of o])inion. Any of

the elder Christian martyrs had not much to fear of personal

rancor. The martyr was chiefly regarded as the enemy of

Caesar; at times, also, where any knowledge of the Chris-

tian faith and morals existed, with the enmity that arises

spontaneously in the worldly against the spiritual. But the

martyr, though disloyal, was not supposed to be, therefore,

anti-national : and still less was indivuiually hateful.

What was hated (if anything) belonged to his class, not to

himself separately. Now, Joanna, if hated at all, was
hated personally, and in Rouen on national grounds.

Hence there would be a certainty of calumny arising against

Tier, such as would not affect martyrs in gener.il. That
being the case, it would follow of necessity that some people

would impute to her a willingness to recant. No innocence

60. TToliii.-nlicart's Chronicle (1587) hns the particular fame of having fur-
nished .Shiike.-pcure with tlie facts for his English hi^^torical plays.
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