
Kortunult-'ly lor Quebt'c tho two greul uuderlakiugJi so

iulimatoly couiK'ctod with its rutuve prospects—the North

Short! Kailway and the Harbour Improveraoiits—arc ap-

proaehiiii? compUtioii simultaneously, as the one without

the oihor would be of comparatively little value. The

I'ac'ilities oHvred by tlie tidal docks ill connection with

the direct Xorthern railway lines will then be such as

to command universal attention, and our citizens have

only to be true to their own interest to render Quebec that

which it was intended by nature to be—the head of salt

water iiaviuation on lhi« St. Lawrence. As an important

lactor in our lutnre ])rosperily. tlie harbour works now

ill progress on i\\o. ]{ivor ISt. Charles under the direction ol"

the Harbour Coniraistjiom-rs and the immediate supervision

of the Resident Eniiiueor *—necessarily take a foremost

position ; and as the improvements which they are in^enred

to elfect have advanced suHiciently to l)ecome the subject

of some general notice at the close of the secoud working

s *ason since the date of their commencement, we may be

l)eimitted to refer to them more particularly and to call the

attention of our readers, as well to their history and pros-

pective advantages, as to the character and extent of the

work performed and the dilliculties that have had to bo

overcome, which, together Aviih the plant employed, have,

ii is needless to say. attracted fiom time to time much
notice from the licneral pul>lic and visitors both from the

mother country and the United States, To render our

remarks more intelligible, we supjilement them with a plan

of the proposed improv^'ments, both railway and harbour,

to which we refer the reader. At lirst sight it might seem

extraordinary that works of any magnitude should be

needful with a water-way possessing so many apparently

natural facilities as the St. Lawrence presents to view at

the port of Quebec : but such a conclusion, though natural,
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