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"TliDii, <' iiotil'' iiKiri^ravc, my inc-oL'iij;er slult \n\

The:>e arm hand:- ruilcly golden li.y lady gave to nic,

'I'liat hen- ^l ihl^ IulH t\ ii\.il 1 thf amc .->huuld wear.

\c>\v may;! thvM'll i elioM ilain .iiid ul my faith a wiinc.^.- Lcur."

" Would <iod hut i;r;>nt." s[)al:i- kiuligiT, "'wlio nilflli high in

heaven,

That to thee liv an- lad\- miL'ht further gift he gi\'enl

I'll gladh' ti'll tl,\ liiiin;'^- to -jHiii-c full dear to me,

An I hul live to >ee her: from douin thereof thou may.-t he free.""

Wlien ihu^ hi- vvord wa- gixen, hi-- -hieid rai.-ed Kuediger.

Nigh to niaihie--- di-'\eii l.o le he no longer then-,

Jiui ran upon tlie siraii'.'er- like; to a \ahaiit knight.

Many a hlow full rapid -mote the margrave in hi.s might.
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\'olker and iiagei-i made way hefore the thane.

As hefore had promised lo hin-i the warriors twain.

^'et fou;id he hy the portal so mativ a valiant man
'!"ha! Ruediger the i omhat with mi( kle hoding sore hegan.
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riunilier ai-iil (lernot with murdirous intent

Let him i-a^- tiie [)ortal, as r.nights on vietorv hent.

liatkward v ielded < li-elher. uitli sorrow all undone;

He hoped to live vet lon.'er, arid thereioie Ruediger would shun.
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Straight upon ill' ir enem "s the margrave's warriors spnmg,

.\i)d following ilicir master \\as seen a val'ant throng.

Swords willi . uttiug edges did th(y in strong arm wield,

'.Neath whiih full many a helmet v-s cleft, and many a fair-

wrought shield.
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The weary strangers likewi-e smote many a whirring slash,

Wlierefrom the men of P.echelaren felt di-ep ;uk1 long the gash

'riirou'jh the shining ring mail e'en to t}ie;r liff^'s core.

In -torm of hiittle wrought they gioriou- deed^ a many more.

C J

m


