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foreigner ()li^5erve(l, we were a nation of .shopkeepers,

that is to hiay, the eoinniereial element in the phalanx

wass IxToniing ]>re(l(jniinant. Families soon forget theii

origin ; no doubt there were many families in the

eighteenth eentury who assumed a blue-blo(Kled purity

of easte, but, as Leeky has i^ointed out, they often enough

owed the establishment of their prosperity to a merchant

or a banker.

Thus the British systeni in the eighteenth eentury

worked, partly indeed, on account of long and great

traditions and a certain national genius for govern-

ment—the cause or effect of thoHC traditions, but more

especially because the adventurous element was given

a new world to explore, the military element a new world

to conquer, the commercial and industrial element an

unlimited market, and the religious element visions of

the Kingdom of Heaven, and the whole nation a new

world to construct ; the system did not work on its own
merits as a system.

The best simple illustration of what \vc have been

saying is the important and well-known share that tho

•Scots have taken in the development and adnunistration

of the British Empire ; they have entered into it so

wholeheartedly and identified themselves with it so

thoroughly because it has given unlimited scope to their

magniticent national vitality ; as to the Highlanders,

it is a household word how the elder Pitt recognized their

genius for warfare—fighting they must have and lighting

they were given. What our Indian adnunistration owes
to Scotland is equally well known, her part in Indian

evangelization is perhaps less famihar, though not less

glorious, ('auada atid Australasia give their testimony

to the enterprise of the Scots in all departments of life,

and the scope that was offered to them.


