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was never so masterful as when he lay nearest to deathAfter the first montli he deliberately took stock and askedh.mself whether he could possibly continue. His own wtu
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;
he wastreated like a down-trodden wife (as, had he known itGwendolen Lanc.ng had come to be treated within two yeas'of Deo^ks b.rth); he was becoming an obedient shaTwlike the recently engaged male nurse (but he was paid to
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Sir Aylmer bfo^edfor months over h.s dead wife and his own powerlessnessva^eb^ conscious that for years before her dS theThTddnfted apart; not knowu:g why; wondering v' •

sl^^ Jadbecome so mammate; then he would feel at of deceptive strength returning to his worn-out body and for aweek would plan, direct and execute with thffur^ of his

as It had come, and he would sink back into morose inert avaried by outbursts of violent irritability
'

The neighbouring houses, suspicious of American mil-jonaires, spent a cautious year in testing him on^ to S^dhat their lives held nothing in common, and that he wastoo preoccupied to meet them. Hatherlv tried to find Wmsociety by choosing suitable tenams. but of anwho came t^
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iTshed aWh M ^''\'^?'^' ^"' '^^ °"^y °"e who estab-lished a foothold m the house. Three years earlier P^r
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armv refo^ f ^ interesting as were his views onarmy reform, he must do his prescribed work in the ore-scnbed way or send in his papers. Petulant Id neverdreaming that anyone would get rid of a man ^rely blcause he was enlightened P^-nro- re^i-Pd h/^ . • •

«. short a career that he-foved; andt^^^^rSiS


