
536 Methodist Magazine ami Review.

Fhat at somie timie ini those years to
whiat my parents told mie of mny rela-
tion to Ced 1l said " Amen. ": that at
somne moment my, heart and wvil1 re-
sponded ithotit knowing it to the
claimi set up upon mie by my loved ones,
and I know at that mnoment the xviii
of the child said " Yes " to the xviii of
the King, and the King, took the child
into Hlis kinýgdom and the child was
hemn again. 1 say that without liesi-
tation. I say it for tlue encouragemient
of others xvio may not be ab)le to find
a date wh-len thev were converted; but
I say this te you also, Be vex-y, very
careful that you are converted. If yoù
put the question back on mie to-night,
"How do you kxîowx youl are box-n

ag<Yain ?" I do not knoxv ho-w I arn box-n
aglain by my experience of thirty years
ago, but by the present throbbing- of
Ced iii my life and soul, His Spirit
bearing xitness wvith my spirit here
and now. I ýarn His, and none ean
deny me the witness of His Spirit.
And I think there is notlingi more dan-
gex-ous than that people should build
upon an experience tbirty years old,
and think they are Christians now be-
cause somiething happened to theni
then.

T4adeingo and Retitri..

What next? I xvishi I could mniss
the next one. In 1879, frOml its 1)egin-
ning to the end of 188o, wliile I %vas at
schoel preparing for teaching, and be-
ginningy to teach, there came nearly
two years of w'anderings f rom the Mîas-
ter; twe yeax-s of lueax-t backslidiing; two
years in which iny Bible xvas shut; two-
years of sadness and of sorrow. 1 arn
not going inte any detail, buit I arn
botund to miention thiese thingys. I have
a double experience about tbose two
yeax-s iii niy life. To-nighit I kýnew%
what they are-an ever-deepening ser-
x-ow, and yet an underlvingr gladness.

feel I would give anything if I cou]d

blot eut those years of wandex-ing- f romi
my Lord. I know that Hie lias blotted
themn eut fromn is record, but I can-
flot forget then-the years in xvhich by
niy speech and levity, and denial some-
tirnes, I dishonored niy M\aster. I
would give anything to blet themi eut,
and yet as a xvorker for Qed 1 arn
sometim-es glad they are iii. Howx I
bave been helped te help the back-
slider, 1)ecause I have been able to say
to the backslider, " When youi go baclc
Hie xvill welcomne yen. 1-le welcomied
me and took me back to is heart."

I{ov did I corne to, wrander? I xvas
busy xvith iny studies, but I xvas in
connecdion -xvith people wvho would net
give nie wxox-k. Just at that age of if e,
when the hand oughlt te, be busy, and
the heart occupied, and the life de-
voted to service, I xvas shtxt eut fx-om
Christian service, and away fromn ser-
vice. In the miidst of busy Nvork,
studying, I lest niy hoId -of iny Lord.
I do net say that service is the only
condition of safety. I do not say but
that under the cixcumistances I ouglit
to have been loyal to 1-imi and de-
pended upen Hini, and not upon ser-
vice; but I max-k a peril, and I xvant to,
say te yen, Christian mien and wonien,
see to, it that your yeuing- people are
at wox-k for God. I do not want any-
thing to do with xvork for Qed that
dees net flnd work for your yeung
people and take an interest iii thein.
I got away from rny -Master because I
xvas shut eut frorn nw- i\aster's ser-
vice, and I get inte fluose two years
of carelessness and heart backslid-
incy; but thank Ced! net for thicr, but
fox- the experience they gave nie -at the-
last of tlic tender heart of my Kiing and
Master.

Another word about those vears.
How did they end? Thlese people withi
whorn I xvas associated found eut
soniethlinig about miy backsliding and
niy xvandering froin mv «Master, and
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