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THE PRESBYTERIAN REQCORD,

The Sapbuth School.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

—

April 14th.] B.C. 624. {2 Chron. xxxiv14-22
THE SCRIPTURES FOUND AND
SEARCHED.

GOLDEN TEXT.—"'Search ye the Scriptures, for in
thegu pe think ye have eternallife : and they ur they
which testify of me.”’—John 5: 39,

Houe Reapixs —31. 2 Tim. 3: 1-17._T. 2Chron.

34:14-22. W.2Ckron, 34:23-33, Th. John5:36 47
%’. 12 ;.‘gron. 85:1-19. 3.2 Chron. 35:2)-27. S. Lam-

Compare with 2 Kings, ch. 22. The interest of
tho lesson centres in the discovery of an old and
valunble copy of the Pentatouch awong the debris
in the [ewmple, v. 14. "‘Given by Moses.”” Either
the criginal as it came from the hand of Moses him-
self, 8u0 years befuro, or a copy which had been kept
exclusively for the Temple service, beside the Ark,
in the most holy place, Deut 31: 2b. Possibly it
might have been secreted by somo pious hand to
save it from desecration, and in the Inpse of a cen-
tury its existence was furgotten. In either case
its coming to light was u matter of rejoicing. The
Bible was sc¢irce in those days, and this mav have
been the first well authenticated copy Hilkinh
bad ever seen. It was nota thing to be mere-
ly lovked at as a_curivsity: immediately Sha-
phan began to read it, v. 15, Josiah isnow, In turn,
affccted, not by the antiquity of the book so much
as by its contents. To him it was emphatically “the
word of God.” When he heard the woris of the
law he rent his clothes, v. 19, wad e pt, 2 K. 22:19.
The word of tiod is quick and po\verf’ul. Heb. 4:12,
In its light he now saw the sius of his poop.c to be
greater than he ever before imagined. It is thought
that the portion read may have been Deut. &, and
follewing chapters, in which ternble curses are
foretold against all who vivlate the law. *‘Goand
enquire ¢t the Lord for mo and for them tbat are
left in Ysrael and Judah.” 1lis heart’s desire for
Israel wns hike Paul's, Rom x. 1. Jeremiau and
ZrpH N1a1 both prophesied during the reign of
Josinh. Why go to Huldah ? The prophets may not
have bcen within cali, and the cage was urgent.
Huldah dwelt 1n Jerusalem, v. 22. Her place was
among the ladies of the court, whom perhaps she
instructed as o sort of Zenana teacher. She was
well knuwa and respected She is not_the only
prophetess  honorably mentioned in Scripture.
Mirinm, Ex.15:2; Decborar, Judges § : 5, and
Anna, Luke 2 : 35,  Her answer remarkable.
“Tell ye ths man that sent you,” &c., v. 4. Wrath
and destruction upon this place and people, v. 25.
But Josiah, because of his_repentance. faith, and
zozl, shall be SII"“’QJ the pain of seeing these cala~
mities, v_23 In cbap. -5 sce how steadfust he re-
mained : how enthusiastically his people renewed
the solemn league and coven.nt, and served the
Lord all his days: how he rashly took the field
against Necno.king of Egypt, was mortally wounded.
and brought hume todie, how Jeremiah 'lamented”
for him, and how the name of °*good king Josiah”
became a household word in all Israel.

Learv. To value and reverence the word of God,
romembering that aLL Scripture isgiven by inspira-
tion of God. and is profitable for doctrine. reproof,
eorrection and instraction, 2 Tim. 3: 16 It ought
to be read daily, and as much of it committed to
memory as possible. Wo should teke the Bible
as our guide in all things. A lamp to our feet,
and a light to our pach,” PS8, 119: It5, and make
it the basis of all teaching.

April 21st.] B. C. 590. {Jer. 33 :1-0.
JEREMIAH IN PRISON,

GoLpEN TEXT.—* Call unto me, and I 10ill anawer
thee, and show thee great and mighty thinges, which
thou knowest not,’’ verse 8.

Houe RraD13GS.—M. 2_Kings 23: 31-87. T. Jer.
26:1-24. W. 2 Kings 24:1-17. Th.Jer. 27:1-22,
F.Jor. 28:1-17. S. Jer.29:1-32. S. Jer.33:1-17.

The state of affairs in Judab is fast hastening toa
crisis, and, humanly speaking, there is no longer
any possibility of averting its impending doom—
ropc:gtedlK and cxpresslg predioted. Thelast chap-
ter of 2 Chron. fillsup the gap in history between
last lesson and this. The l'ollowingkmgs succeeded
Josiah —his son Jehoahaz, who after three months
wag dothroned by Necho, and earried away in chains
to Egypt : (2) his brother Jehoiakim. This wicked
and godless king i1eigned 11 years, is supposed to
have met 8 violent death, and certainly had an ig-
nominious burial, ch. 2, 18-19: (3) his son Johoia~
kia, 8 years old, nominally succeeded him for 3
montks, when he was carned off a prisoner to Baby-
lon. 4) Last cf all, Zedekiah, the 3rd son of Josiah,
1Chron 3:15 In the reign of Jehoiakim, Nebuc-
hadnezzar appears on tho stage of history. His
futher, .Nebopolassar, haviug destroyed Nineveh,
this notorious king of Babylon, plunned an attack
on Jerusalem, which be teok in the 3rd jear of
Jehoviakim, at which time a_number of the best
famlics, including Danicl and the three “ Hebrew
children,”were carried off and Judah wasreduced to
astate of vassalage. Jereminh.as wo lewrn from Ch.
1, was a native of Anathoth, about four miles north
from Jerusalem. He came of a prie tly family and
was culled to the prophetic office in the 13th year of
Josiah (68) while yet a youth. Persecuted by his
townsmen, whuse immoralities he had expcsed, Ch.
11: 21, he quitted his native place and took up his
residence in Jerusalem about &08, shortly after
Jusiah’s death. Frum this time, und for about 20
vears, the gentlo and naturally timid Jeremiah pre-
sents a most rumarkable example of faithtulness in
the discharge of ministerial duty—fearlessly pro-
cluiming the word of God—warning the rulers of
umpending calamities, and counsciling the people
fur peace's s ke to submit to their foreign masters.
lie stoud alune, une man aguinst & nation! Yet,
wonderfully sustained by God! Ch 1: 13-19, To-
wards the end of Zedikiah's reign he was impri-
soned in & Joaths me dungeon, th. s7: 1b : though
afterwards treated more lenieutly tn the court of
the I’rixon, ch. 37: 21,

Verse L. Juthe I’risun: Bolts and bars cannot
shut vut Ged’s gracious visits, On the contrary, as
afilications abuvuud,’so consvlations the more, 2 Cor.
1:5. The word of God is not bound. 2 Tim, 2: 9,
Man’s extremity 18 God's opportunity, when things
scemed to have cume to the worst with himself, he
received i glimpse of the glorious future God ‘had
in store for His Church. The evils he had formerly
sredicted were not to be averted. Jerusalem must
Le destroyed, and for seventy yvears the inhabitants
of Judab mus) pire in Babylonish captivity, but
these calainities should as_certainly be succceded
by n restoration to God's favor, v. 7. Notice in v.
8 the promise of pardon ig sepeated, that the Jews
may cunsider the exceeding grace of God in not
only parduning but also clransing them from all
theirsins. And thig 'v. 9) shall be a subjcet of re-
joicing nut onli to the Jows themselves, but tho
Gentiles, also,hearing of it. shall be led to fear God,
Ps. 130. 4.

LEary that God's presence changes a prison into
apalace: thatthe divine reselation of peace and
truth brings health and cure to all who by fsith
roce ve it : that God’s promises are our encourage-
ment to prayer : that he is fuithful who has pro-
mised : that our help is in the name of the Lord
who made heaven and carth,v.2and P.. 124:8,
and that he will bo enquired of by his people, Ez
kisl, 36 : 37.




