THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Saturday, Nov, 20,
The chango in the weather condl-
tions thls week g beon the pruncipal
nfluence upon businest. The asnow
storm, which set In here on Suturday
afterncon last, was ¢enerad alt over

the country, and slelghing hay sgluca

then takes the place of  whee'lng,
with maderately wintry weatlier pre.
valling, Ihie e feco bas b.en notiee-
able ¢n buriness in come lines, particu.
farly in winter wearing apparel.  The
city retall trado hus-been brisk. Farm.
ers were well ¢ rough with thele ‘all
work wnl were ready for sl-Igi ine,
In fact, wany were destrous of (5
chionging  wheels for ruuners, In
s¢asonablo Mnes of  wholesale  trade
business is geod.  In facty very littla
grumbling I« lheard these days from
any quarter. A noticeable feature in
the grain tragde Is the slackening up
of deliveries Ly Tarmers .ot cmfntrv
pointe,  In fact, the grain is pwt,tfy
well out of producers’ hands, and esun-
try geliveries have dropped off rapidly.
With the ceerease in supplies and tlo
continued export movemenst, stocks
east of the lakes ars now decreasing.
With favorable weather, navigation
will remain open for some little time
aid allow of a considerable reduction
ol stocks yef befors the close of the
lake shipping seagson. Bank clear-
ings a% Winniper continue to show
the same lerge increase over the cor-
responding  perlod of previvus yeara.,

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

Winuipey, Satncday Aftsaoon, Nov. <0
BOOTS AND SHOES.

There has leen a brisk sorting de.
wand this week for parie! lots ‘rom
country points, the demand Leing
mainly for felt goods, mwosceasing, and
other lines of warm winter {outwear,
Stocks lu some lines, particularly elg
goods, are very low aud there is a
difticulty In_fillug orders for slzes,
Spring samp'es are velag shiown, but
business In spring goods las leen
Iimited so far in épring orders.

DRY GOODS.

In some branchies of the trade Yusi-
-ness has been brisk, One of the most
active lines has beoen mits and gloves,
for which therc have been a large
number of par.o orJe.s. Tio o las
akso been a Urisk sorting trace In

men’s uncerwear, and the clothing
branch has been active In sorting
‘business in all winter Yines, Manuface

tured fars in men’s coats and caps
are having a large sale this season.
Advices from other markets indicate
a strong tendoney on values of woo'.
ons,

DRUGS.

Thexe are no changos In the local
sltuation.  Advices from other mar.
Xets report o steady advance in bre-
mxhe.  Sponges ara higher owing to
the cheek to securing Afediterrancan
pplier during tho recent unpleasant-
ness in tho enst.  Golden feal root
15 dear. Sco prices on ‘another page.

THE COMMERCIAL

FUEL.

There was a locat report of an  ad-
vance of 50¢ per ton tn the price of
coal in the united States, Lut the
trade papers to hand this week, do
noét wention any advance, and if thero
hak been aay advauce it i3 likeiy con-
fined to retall prices at soms partic-
ular point, and does not affeet  the
general wholesale trade. At any rate
fueal dealers have tltelr stocks con-
tracted for ahead, and ant advauce in
wholegale prices now at tho supply
polnts would unot uecrssarily affect
prices here at thie pres nt thme though
towards spring, as oauantities con-
tracted for Legin to run out, an ad-
vanco might atfeet this market. This,
hhowever, will depend much upon the
severity of the weather aml the con-
sequent lceal consmmption. There is
suid to be plenty of hard coxl at Du-
futh to meet protab’e requirements of
thoe northwest trade, but soft coals
aro in very light supply aund whole-
sale denlers there are refusing orders,
as it will be all thoy candoe to L thelr
cantracts The local demand for coal
i8 good, and it looks as though more
coal and less wood will be used for
this wintes owing to the higher
price of woecd. Thoroughly dry wood
fuel 18 scarce, the offerings being
mostly las? winter's cut, which is
not thoroughly dry. Sourls coal is in
Iuereased demand  this winter at
country poiuts west and sonthwest,
owing partly to lower freights this
year to points within 200 miles of the
mines.

F1iSH.

IFianan baddies are now comring in
by freight and the price is considerably
lower than the cost of express lote.
Tie price has now drovped to 82 1b.
QOyatoers are ’in good demand and are
lower, prices having declined 10c for
standards and 20 ¢ 252 for wselectn.
Thws ¢ is, howerver, 2 considerabl» vav.
aitlas i the quality of the éifferent
branrcs. Fresh sanlmon s now com-
ing N1¢ie Scattle, Wash

GROCERILS.

Buying for the holiday trade scems
t0 be pretty well over, exoxpt insome
nes which have been late coming to
haud There Is n  good dewand for
nuts, figs, etc No dates are in yet.
exeept a small lot received via Now
York. Sirietls new Greinobls wa'
uutg are not in stock, but are expect-
¢ about the end of tho montlh, which
is the usual time for receiving uew
dates and walnuts. No new almonds
are reported yet., Sec guotations on
another page. Also grocery irade
notes in another column.

GRLEN FRUITS.

The apple trade has been rather dis-
appolnting: this scason, owing to the
fact that prices opened very high and
the fruit has not been up Lo the stand-
apd of past years in quality.  Yrices
arce steady.  The quarantine south is
now off and bananas are offering froee.
iy. bui the cold dip interfered with
slupments,. and it will be difficult to
bring thewo in lierenltor in good vou-
dition. It is now unsafe to ship {ruits
of a3y kind by ordinary freight, and
to nvold the high express oharges,
heated cars will be sent out along
tho different railway lnes, at inter-
valy, it eharge of an attendant. Ore-
gon peare are firm and higher prices
arc cxpeeted.  Some very {ine winter
remge are ofering.  Californla tokay
grape: are out, and a variety catied
Emperors are of{féring in thelr place.
Fimme figs are 10c-per box lower. No

dates to hand yet, and they are ot
expected until about the lirst of De-

287
comber.  Stoeks of chiestiiuts are ex-
hausted. New Grenoble wale
nuts are M trousit, Prices
arce a8 follows: Jamacty oranges,

%13 per barrel, cqual to about 21-2
buxes; Mextean cranges, $8.50 box;
bananas per busnely, $2.50 to §3; Call-
formja lemons, §5 to $5.50 a  box;
Washington amd  Oregon pears, $2
to $2.23 per box; apples, Ontario stock,
$4 to $4735 1er barel; south-
ern opvies, $4 to $1.25 per bavret, Cal -
forsnia grapes, Emycrors, $3.50; Cape
Cod erenbercies, $9 1o $8.30 per barrel;

sweet putatues, $5.25 to $5.50 per
barrel; Malaga grapes, $3
ke  for gedimm, and $854  for

beay) weights; Ontario butternuts Ye
ib: Ontarie Llack walnuts, 82 1b; cocon-
nuts, 51 per dozen; Sicily filberts, large
11¢ to 120 por b tHgs, fancey clemes,
3140 to £1,50 rer 10°1b Liox.
LEATIIER, HARNESS, ETS.
This branch is very active, partic-
uiarly in harness goods and saddlers’
supplies, and alarge trade is doing.
Harness leather s very firm and re-

ports f{rom Qntario say prices are
1-2¢ higher In the United States

leather is very firm, ono advance re-

ported being a very sharp advanc2 on

leather belting. :
LAINTS, OILS, ETC.

Tlieve ure no further changes in
the \cca: market. L nseed oil lolds
2t tihe «oelne noted {n this line, as
owlitr to the sharp advance in glass
abreaa, as previously noted from ithoe
o tupe, the material could not now
e laid down here to sell at present
prices. This line is still quite active.
Iunts arc quiet.  See prices on an-
othes page.

RAW FURS.

A few lots are beginning to come in.
tat. shunk, red fox, Iyax and . few
nsal. e Me principle lines  Cilzes
ar? wregaiar yet.  In fact until after
the London winter sales, dealers wi'l
hardiy know wlere they are at. Tue
London fai sales, recently reported in
Toe Commercal, are not taken as
mucih 0° n gulde Jor tiic markets here.

GRAIN AND YRODUCE.

WHEAT—~The markets have been
somewhat irregular this week, within
a moderate range of prices, but not
varying materially from the average
of tast week, The damage to the
Argentiue erop by t!e re.ent frost in
that country, is still a matter of
doubt, some 1eports pazing the dans
age a8 aigh as 10 to 15 per cent of
tie crop, The visible supply statcs
mend o Monday showed an .ncrease
of well up to 3,000,000 bushels, and
receipts it Minmeapolis and  Duluth
are lieavy, tut exports have also been
large,

Xocally prices have Ubeen fairly
steady, ranging on Mouday at 92 to
921-2¢c and 92¢ was made on Tues-
day. On Weduesday 9232¢ was
again reachked and on Thursday 92.
1.2> was mad® in the morring, but O2¢
was the outside at the close, Yes-
terday (Friday) the market ran
between 92 and 92%8c, and was
quoted nt 923~ic at the close. Quo-
tatlous for No. 1 tiard, afiont Fort
Witliam. At Yanitoba country roints
prices pald to farmers for No. 1hard
wheat ranged about 75 to 76c at most
polnts, but as high as 78 was pald
at some points and as low as 71 to
T2c at distant points. The dellver-
ey of wheat in the country hinve fal-
len off heavlly and this week ranged
under 56,000 bushels'in the aggregate
per day,  The wheat Iz now Well out
ol farmcrs’ hands znd the balonce ‘of



