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prosperity.  We might just as well argue that capital leaving
this country and taking their money with them for carrying on
trade abroad were doing so for the benefit of the British
empire, but it would not take lung before the results disproved
our reasonfug.  Capital has been too fond laterly of leaving
our shores, and we have felt the il effects in the long interval
of paralized trade under which the cowntry has groancd.
Canadinans may pretend what they like, but we question very
much if they would not welcome with apen arns the tew nien
and money which directly the bill passed, would hasten to
bestow themseives upon her.  The Southern teade, including
the immense range of coast line in the Gull of Florida,
would b2 neglected for more profitable and better paying
ficids, and the capital which would utherwise have given spirit
to the pitch pine trade be distributed over aforeign land,  We
can hardly believe that the bill will be carried by the free-
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SOME PERTINENT SUGQESTIONS.
Kditor Canada Lumberman, ) .

In these days of combines, public morality has received so
many shocks that any abuse, except of the most startling kind,
fails to arouse indignation. In the name of Lusiness, practices,
by no means honorable, are resorted to for the furtherence of
ends which in and of themselves are fautable.  That mons-
trous doctrine : the end justifies the means, is firmly believed in
and acted upon by men who affect to feel great regand for the
morals of the public.

A disagreement, relaung to the use, or rather the abuse, of
the N. R. yard, has arisen between the wholeeale and retal

, Uealers of lumber, or, to putait more correctly, an old grievance

has at last found evpresaon.  The wholesalesretail dealers

. have for years mesle this yard their piling ground and retail

i yard, rent anu tases free, in which they transact their business,

teaders, who form a very small minority uf the United States .
| men arc extremely desirous that this order of things should be

legislature, though in the interest uf Canada we trust that by
some accident the measure may pass into law.  There is an
jinmense amount of unemployed capital in America, which
would speedily be brought into use, buying up farest limits in
Canada, where labor and plant are so much cheaper thanin
the States, and standing pine more plentiful and acceptable in
the ncighborhood of navigable streams,

Mississippl Valley Lumberman.

The consolidation of the Minneapolis, Sault Ste. Marie and
Atlantic, the Minneapolis and Pacific. and the Aberdeen,
Bismarck and Northwestern railway brings under asingle man-
agement about 950 miles of track. It extends the influence
of the Sault as a distinct factor in the world of railway
traflic, not only across \Wisconsin anil the upper peninsula of
Michigan, but across Minnesota and carries it into the very
heart of Dakota, It is easy to foresee what further extension
and additions will naturally be made, as time progresses, to
the main line now completed. The announcement of the
consolidation is coupled with the further stateir at that very
close relations™ip has been cstablished be' . the ¢ Soo”
and the Canadian Pacific.  There is in this  atement more of
importauce even than in the announcement .. at the consolida-
rion of the line has been cffected, because .t bears out the
ancveanca that the Canadian Pacific system is to be supple.
miented Ly a series of feeders stretching into the states, upon
much the same plan as the Northern Pacific has piovided its
main line with feeders. It is difficult to predict just what
significaace this consohdation and trafhc arrangentent will
have for the lumber trade. The manufacturers along the
¢ Soo ** will undoubtedly be provided with a double outlet—
an castern ontlet for their upper grades, and a western field of
distribution for their common grades.  But should the duty on
Canadian lumber be removed it is easy to foresee as direct
competition with Canadjan Jumber in this, and some of the
Winconsin markets, as is anticipated at Chicago and at some
Lake Erie points.  On the same theory upon which Chicago
bases sonie of hee hopes for continued supremacy and great-
ness as a Jumber market, when the bartier of duty is semoved,

St. Paul and Minneapolis can, thanks to the Soo, reasonably

anticipate some addition to the volume of their growing im-
portance as & point for the ditribution of lumber.

Ottawna Journal,

The Chaudiere lumberman have, it is satisfactory to note,
opened the season’s campaign under fairly tisfactory auspices,

~ably eapect to oe underswood seriously.

They are in good heart to their prospects, in proot of which |

eatensive improvements and additions have been wade to the
mills,

It is true the mill umners are a littde anvious abwut the

lowness of the water this spring, and it is feared that troulle

may be experienced. * It isvery important that no deday aoc-

curs to the log drive, as the rescrve of lugs from last season is

very small and may not be suffizient to heep the mills busy till
the drive logs arrive at the Chaudiere.  The cut this <cavon 1y

thus coming into competition with the retatl men.  The retail
done away, and that no lumber he piled off for the purpose of
being sold 1n small quantitics, or 1n ather words, retailed,

When we conmider that the retail man 1s working at a great
disadvantage compared with the guasi wholesale dealer, it is
not at all surpnsing that he wishes such unfar competition
stopped.  Itas unjust to the dealer who has his yard in the
northern, eastern or western part of the city, that a consumer
can go down to the R. R, yard and buy lunber at $1.00 per
M lower than the retailer, with the negessary axpenses of a
yard, is able to sell.

Rent, tanes, insurance and other expenses and losses such as
breakage are heavy itemsin the course of th  year,andhave to be
added to the cost of the lumber, from all of which except $1.00
per car unloading charges, the wholesale-retail man is exempt.

‘There eaists no reason whatever that any firm or firms should
be in possession of so valuable a privilege. The demands of
the trade do not require it, the growth of the city does not de-
pend on ity the R. R. Co. does not profit by it, the develop-
ment of the lumber industry of this country is not advanced,
in fine it is a privilege which none should possess, not even
by purchase. To do business on what may be called public
property, like vendors of pea-nuts, is not at all creditable to
our wholesale lumber dealers.

What is wholesale dealing? A car of 10,000 feet ? Twenty-
five or thirty years ago this quantity might possibly have been
<0 imagined, but not at this date.  No man in making such a
statement. except his ideas are small, very small, can reason.
A quantity to e
considered as a wholesale transaction must be commensurate
with the volume of trade done, and we think in this case that
the quantity ought to be not less than 100,000 to 130,000 fect
if not more.

Another matter in connection herewith, is that some of the
lumber billed to the aacks, which means a lower rate of
freight, is disposed of in the city. For this an excuse might
possibly be found, but the point is—was the regular rate of
freight paid on removal? Would an insestigation into this
matter be productive of a dividend to the sharcholders of the
absorbed N. & N W, R.?

All and any use of the docks should be prohibited except
the ane for which they were originally built, that is for ship.
ping s and the right to ship permitted to all so desiring.  Not
one, two or three firms shoulid enjoy a munopoly, else the ume
will soon arrive when these lumber firms will 1awe the plea of
vested nghts and clam compensation when required to sur-
render the Company's property.  Squatter soveraignty and all
that implies, would be pracucally altustrated $n Canada,

That such a state of affairs should buen tolerated says very
little for the cfficiency of the officials of the quondam N, & N.
W. R. Granting privileges to one sct of men as agamst

. others in the same hine, the latter contributing fargely to the

Messre, Booth, Perley N Pattee, Bronson & Weston, Hurdman

& Co., Pierce & Co. and L. B Eddy Manafacturing Cump
any. is estimated by the lambermen at atbout 375,000,000 fect,
if no delay occurs from low water,

Lumber World.

While “trusts ' are wuluplying un every side, 1t may be
proper to suggest that it as tine 1o form a ** trust * of wood.
workers.  There s room for a ** trust * of sanyers, of machine
bulders and of manufacturers of all lnes of wonden wares
Who will start the ball roll:ng 2 The ** lumber trust * should
be the greatest on the hist. Stnke while the won i hot,

—\We emract the following from a letter recently received
from a London lumbiee firm :—Praspects for trade here this
season are not very encouraging.  Sales are slow with a great
scatay of money.  Though prices in other places ate ap-
parently advancing our people here are cutting and slashing,
Where there is sure pay prices are cut so low that to find the
margin onc has to look through a wicroscope.

tevenue of the Co. requires explanation of no ardinary kind.

We confidently eapect now tha the G. T. R. has absorbed
the N. & NLWL R, that these eaclusiveand prejudicial privileges
will be wathdrawn, By far the greater quantty of the lumber
ol is carted to the outlying listricts or suburbs, and com.
paratively little sold in the city proper.

The necessity does not enist that the N. & N. W. R, yard
should e converted into a market for the especial benefit of a
few men wha are not enterprismg envugh to establish first
class yards, of which Turanto does not poss:ss one, but one
atistied to exist on sufferance and at the expense of others in
the same line of trade.  Itis, to say the least, x most beggarly
way 10 do business.

ToroaTO, May 135. Pinus.

— Letters patent of incorporation ate asked for by the R,
H. Smith Co., limited, to manufacture saws of all descriptions,
tiles, mechanics’ tools and implementsof all kinds. The chief
place of business is St. Catharines, capital-stock, $735,000, and
the applicants are all’St. Cathatihes men.

THE WESTERN MACHINERY DEPOT.

The Brantford Zelegram of a late date contains the follow.
ing reference to the business of Mr. 1. W, Petrie, an old-time
adverticer in THE LUMBERMAN ¢

Nothing shows the steady growth of Brantford better than
the continued <olid growth of her institutions.  Urantford has
always been known as an emporium for iron goods of every
kind, and the firms which handle that class of wares have ob.
wined a worldewade celebrity.  Foremost among those finne

¢ which handle machinery exclusively is that of 11, \V, DPetrie,

e o — o

Last fall Mr. Petrie was compelled by his ever increasing trade
to crrect a substantial three-storey brick addition to his already
large warchouse on Dalhousic street.  In the front of this
addition s the general office, and immediarely behind is Mr.
Petnie’s private office.  The offices are fitted with the latest
conveniences for assisung office wark, while a large Goldje &
McCulloch vauli nsures the safe keeping of valuables,
Through a dvor in the general office one enters the shipping
roum, which will in a few days be fitted with a complete set
of steam hoisting machinery, so that the heaviest machinery
may be brought an, unloaded from the drays, and whisked oft
to the second or third storey, or put in any desired position 1n
the show room, without the need of a hand being laid to u.
Neat to tris js the show 0om, extending the full depth of the
building. Here is gathered together machinery from all parts.
of the Dowinion, the greate. part on this flat being perfectly
new, and ready at any moment to be shipped away.  Besides
handling new machinery of every description, Mr, DPetrie
probably Luys, refits and sells more second-hand machinery
than any other dealer in the province. Back of the shaw room
is the repairing shop, jn which every second hand machine
that comes in reccives a thorough overhauling,  The machin-
ery on the ground floor is mostly of the heaviest description,
planers, saw mills, engines, boilers, and lathes for wood and
iron. In the shipping room are hoxes of machinery waiting to
be shipped to different parts of the Dominion. Here is a saw
mill which will shortly be engaged in waging a battle against
the Douglas fir of the Rockies. It is addressed to Lillooet, B.
C. Beside it is another addressed to Stittsville, among the:
pineries of the Ottawa valley.  Another lot is designed for the
Muskoi.a district, apd sull another for Richibucto, N. I,
These, with a host of others intended for places necarer home,
show the entent of Mr. Petrie’s trade. Upstairs the wood-
work and painting Is car ied on. lHere, spread out on the
floor, are the parts of two saw mills which are heing arranged

. before being shipped away. Near themis a broom handle

machine which will tuen out finished, tapered handles at the
rate of six hundred per hour, and heside it is another cf still
newer pattern, which turns ont a continunus stream of handles.
On this floor is a collection of small engines designed for run-
ning a row of sewing machines and turning coffee mills. These
compact little engines run from half a man power to four horse
power, and are onc of the most interesting features of the
immense collection. llere also is an axe handle wachine
which will wurn out thousands of axe handles per day, all
moulded 10 pattern.  Passing to other rooms on the same flat
we find an immense collection of leather and rubber belting,
and rubber hose of every description.  Next to this there is a
coliection of several thousand arills for iron work. Back of
this again is another room crowded with all sorts of light
machinery. Here are machines that the uninitiated never
dreamed of.  For instance, here is a green corn cutter for the
purpose of cutting green corn for canning factories. This
machine removes the soft kernels from the corn as careful as
the most fastidious housewife would require, and at the mte
that would astonish the average housckeeper, Here is a
machine for drawing by suction sawdust and shavings, a
quarter of a mile if needs be, through pipes to the furnace of
some vast saw mill.  There is a machine for cutting barre
heads, this one husks, and that one grinds cob and kernels at
once nto meal for cattle. This contrivance of wheels and
bars cuts out spools almost by the bushel, while over against
the wall is the pilet wheel and anchor of a steam yacht ;
hence the expression * from a needle to an anchor,” may be
applied correctly here.  The third flat is a repetition of the
first and second, except that the machinery -there is somewhat
lighter than that below.  One of the rooms on the second flat
gives us an insight into the methods that have cnabled the
proprictor to build up this magnificent trade. From top to
bottom of the room are shelves fitted with ilustrated
catalogues, in which cvery machine in the building is exactly
described and numbered.  Advertiscments are inserted in all.
the great papers of Canada, and a number of thuse of the
United States, and when a query is reccived as to some par-
ticular piece of machinery, off goes a copy of the catalogue,
gwing the illustration and description. Last year 20,000 of
these catalogues were printed, which proving insufficient,.a:
further supplement of 5,000 was obtained. The majority of:
the- buyers niever see Mr..Petric, . the buying :being done by.

| letter; andiit speaks.volumes for-t) <-integrity-of the- proprittor:-
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