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ITALY’S DISGRACE.

What Freczason Role Lhas Brought
with It,

The fact that the Government ma.
chines of Republican France, and
nominally Monarchical Italy are, in
trangatiantio phrase, “run” by the
Masonic Lodges, is solf-evident to all,
save tho most superficial observers of
the courso of politicain those countries,
In tho latter indeed, the authorship of
some of the most anti-religious moa.
sures has been openly gloried in at the
public celebzations of tho sect, leaving
no further excuso to tho most obtuso
optimism for doubt us to its directing
influence on the current of oflicial logis-
lation, That Freemasonry in thia
country is compelled to veil its casenti.
ally anti.Christian character in defer-
once to public opinion, tkus hoodwink-
ing many well-intentioned people as to
its real tendency, is & complimeant to
the good foeling of Englishmen at the.
expense of their perspicacity, butis no
argument as toits action in continental
countries, where it has attained to a
sufficiently commandiog position to
enable it to throw off the mask with
safoty. To the dangors threatening
society from its insidious attacks, the
present Pope, in his Apostolic writings,
has never ceased to call attention, and
in bis Enoyclical to the Italian Bishops,
and Letter to tbe Italian people, of
December 8th, he points out once more
the necessity of combating by all pos-
sible means the workiug of = sect,
adhesion to which he emphatically
declares to be incompatible with Chris-
tianity. On its mode of action in
Italy, he dwells in a striking passage,
and after pointing out its illusory self-
glorification as the benefactor of that
country and denunciation of all who
follow the precopt of religion as its
enemies, goes on to say. *“Lot facts
speak for themselves, We ropeat
once more, as to the deserts of the
iniquitous sect in regard to our Penin
sula. They tell ue, that Masonic patri-
otism is but sectarian egotism, craving
for univeraal domination, and lording it
ovor modern States, which collect and
concentrate all authorityin their hands.
Facts teach us that, in the Masonic
sense, the names of political independ-
ence, of equality, civilization and pro-
gress, cover in our country the asser-
tion of man’s independence of God, the
licensing of ercor aod vice, the league
of a single faction to the detriment of
the rest of the communty, the aim of
the unfortunate of this world to enjoy
life with greater ease and luxary, the

return of a people redesmed by the.

Divine blood, to the divisions, the cor-
ruptions, the scandals of Paganism.”
The Holy Father goes on to indicate
the danger to Christian families of
admitting to their intimacy members of
the sect, whether as physicians, tutors,
or friends, and thus giving them the
opportunity of disseminating their
pernicious doctrines, and gaining influ-
ence, especially over the unsuspecting
winds of the young. The importance
attached by the Pope to this solemn
warning was indicated ty his recurr-
ence to it in bis address to the Qar-
dinals and Prelates received by him
on December 23, in which he dwelt on
the political aspects of the subject
in the following significent words:
« Unquestionably it (Froemascnry)
would be less fatal in its effects had it
no other argument taan its own
strength to trust to; but it finds, un-
fortunately, favor and support in those
who rule us.” Two measures now
aboaut o0 be pushed forward in the
Chamber bearing the special imprint

of Bfasonic authorship have doubtloss.

tended to call forth this renewed pro-

test from the venerable Pontiff, Thess.

are tho law of divorce especially dear
to the leaders of the sect as a blow to

the anstitation of Chnstise imarriage,.

and its corollary, penalizing the solem.
nization of the religious marrisge by

@ priest beforo the partics havo entered
into the civil contract.

Against this lattor interferonce with
religious liborty a portion aven of tho
liberal pross has been found to protest,
and the Gasselta di Torino condemns
it as a violation of tho froedom of the
ministers of religion in the perform-
ance of functions absolutoly indo-
pendent of the civil power; pointing
out tho possible cases in which a priest
would bhave to choose betweon obedi-
enco to tho provisions of such a law,
aud fulfilmont of his sacordots! obliga-
tions in viow of higher spiritual in-
terests Tho results of seotarian
domination in sccular politics and the
close connection betwzon Magonic rulo,
and that Jowish olement so prepon-
dorant in wodern financial speculation,
are just now recoiving suflicient illus.
tration in Paris; but the Italian body
politio is being preyed on by similar
parasitic growths of moral corruption,
oud in Rome, too, the public are busy
discussing their * Pavamino,” or little
Panama. 1In one respeot, indeed, the
situation in Italy is more sorious than
in France, since the revelations there
mado, however dawaging to tho repu-
tation of the official and parliamentary
classes, do mnot directly affect the
national credit, as do those on the
further sido of the Alps, where thoy
concern the chief banking institutions
of the country. The history of the
present scandals goes back to the great
financial crisis of the year 1889, when
Signor Giolitti, now Prime Minister,
was head of the Treasury Department
in Signor Orispi's Cabinet. The Banca
T¥berina, deeply involved in the build-
ing speculstion in Rome, being then on
the verge of bankruptcy, invoked the
ngsistance of the Government, and
Sigoors Crispi and Giolitti put pressure
on the Banca Nastonale to advance it
50 willion francs (two million ster-
ling} which has never besn refunded,
and on which no interest has been
paid. 7The intended propossl of the
present Italian Government for a six
yoary’ extension of tho banking law
now in force, tending to stereotype an
unsound state of affairs, has not oniy
encountered such opposition that a
prolongatioc of tho present powers for
three months has had to be substituted
for the longer term, but has also given
occasion for the disclosures which have
excited so much public indignation.
‘These are based on'the inquiry made
in 1889 with a view to reorganizing
the credit systom of the country asto
the result of which the /talic del Fopolo
writes as followa . * Crispi discovered,
from the partial inquiry then winde,
that other banks of emission were in
criminal conditions, but through very
mistaken patriotism set to work to
stifle everything, leaving the thieves to
triumph.”

Signor Alvisi, the Senator now dead,
who drew up the Report, strongly
urged its publication, but was appealed
to by Signor Micelli, one of the Minis
ters then in office, in the name of the
country, of the Government, and of
the ties of private friendship, to keep
it socret, It ia this jealously guarded
document which has now transpired, the
sctual reporthavingcome into the hands
of Signor Napoleone Colaiaui, a Sicilian
Radical Deputy, through the instru-
mentality of a friend, as he declares.
It was with thia document, whose con-
tents had been rumored abroad for
geveral days previously, that he con-
fronted the Government in the sitting
of Decomber 19th, demanding, when
theithree monthe’ extension of existing
powers was asked for, a Parliamentary

:inquiry, instcad of the Governmont

inspection of the banks promised. His
spoech was listened to in breathless
interest, and cauged a profound sensa-
tion both in the Chamber and in the
country. His charges, founded on the

.psper iu his hands, were directed prin-

pally against the Banca Remana in
the. condact of whoso business grave
irregularities were reporied. These
consisted, among other things, of keep-

ng & duplicato series of notes (cach sot
boariug tho same numbors) in citcula.
tion, thus fraudulently uxcooding its
logal issus, and of holding ?argo
number of bills signed by political
personages, a proceeding with whick
many othor banks are oharged as wall,
Theso wore tormed patriotic bills,
and were ronowed at tho lapso of
twenty years, without eithor signatorics
or backers being called upon to pay
them. Oonsidering that from 100 to
160 Deputics and Scnators are said to
bo compromised Ly theso rovelations, it
is not surprising that considerablo lati-
tude was allowed to the bank in its
oporations. The speaker continuod
amid profound attention, to give in
round numbers the figures in which its
various olients aroc indebted, saying
that out of an aggregato of 83 miliions
distributed betweon 1,686 individuals,
73 millions were dividéd betwoen 179
pursons, 33} millions between 49, while
104 willions were left to the.romaining
1,567 clients. He added significantly
that the list of names would throw
atill further light on tho nature of the
business of the bank, but that it was
not his business at the moment to
touch on that side of tho question.
Theso cherges remaiz uncontradioted,
Sigoor Miceli, having confined himself
in reply to a burst of patriotic indigna-
ticn against the defamsr of the national
credit, and other speakers on the same
side to levelling against Signor Qola-
ianni the counter-charge of having
possessed himeelf, by surreptitious
means, of the incriminating report.
Meanwhile the Government has openly
defied public opinion by the nomination
of Signor Tanlango, Governor of the
Bank, so seriously accused, to a seat on
the Committee of Vigilance on the
public debt, having already insulted
the Senate by promoting him to a place
on its benches. The Zrsbuna compares
its action in this respect to the promo-
tion of General Baldissera after his
confession of respounsibility for the hor-
rible massacre of Massowah, and de-
clares such honor to those in public
disgrace “a sort of tradition of the
Italian Government.” M. Riant, Com-
munal Couucillor of Paris, had some
grounds for his epigrammatic exclama-
tion, *“The Revolution is robbery.”
La Revolution lest le vol.— London
Tuablet.

-
-

Hinduess.

A little boy was asked which was
the greater evil, burting asother’s feol
ings or his fingers.

* The feelings,” he said.

“ Right, wy dear child,” said the
gratified questioner. “But why is it
woree to hurt the feelings ”

“ Because you can't tie a rag around
them.”

And indeed the little lad was right.
We cancot *‘tie a rag around the
feelings.”

We cannot efface the scars which
unkind and cruel words have produced,
but we can cultivate kindness in our
hearts. We can spesk a kind word to
each and every one—it costa but little,
and yet how great is its value! How
conciliatingits effects | It interspersen
life's pathway with its optimistic pre-
sence, It reflects ita influence upon.
the heart and it forms life-pillows
which bear up great weights of sorrow,
and which hold us up high above
clouds of doubt and despondency, up
where the sunshine of faith and hops
lights the way to a realization of our
dreams, and kindness is the great.
wheel which revolves around on its
axis, and dispels gloom from life, and,
like the waves of the ocesn, sinks its
shadows and adversities into mildness
and serenity.

The groat lung healer is found in that ex-
collent modicine sold as Bickle's Anti Con-
sumptive Syrup. It soothes and diminishes
the scnsibility of tho membrane of tho throat
and air passagés, and is a-sovereign remody
for all coughs, colds, hoarseness, or
sorencss in the chest, brouchitis, otc. 1thas
cured many. when. supposod to bo far advaa.
ced in consumption,

-

“Flve Minntes Bofore-Mass,?

In most inatancos thore {s absolutely
no excuse for coming late to church.
Pooplo are not hurried or pressod by
othor affairs on Bunday. It thoy
reach tho church five or ten minutes
after tho services havo bogun it is
wholly becauso of an unreasonablo
foar of sponding too much time in the
house of God. Elso, why tho studious
care which people tako of leaving the
houso only with sufficient margin of
time to reach the churchy Why do
they display s0 much precantion” lest
they bo too early? Thoy are not
gingorly about coming somo minutes
“before the play bogins” at places of
smusement. Thoy waate ten timos the
time thus *lost" othoxwizo during the
day, But is the time that a Ohristian
spends in church just boforo the ser-
vices begin really *lost?” The ex-
pected answer is: by no means; A
storling Catholic has expressed the
opinion that five minutes reflection
and self-communion before the prisst:
comes to tho altar is productive of the
best spiritual results. A practice of
roaching the church five minutes be-
fore the services have begun and of
spending tho time in strictly religious.
reflection—powerfully assisted by the
aasociations of the place—has always
prepared an excellent disposition for
aasisting at the sacred ceremeny. that
ensues. This Catholic foels thatit is
a difficult thing to come off the
crowded street, sometimes hurried, and
often occupied with worldly thoughts,.
aud thon to kneel down with the prop-
er disposition before the Sacrifice of
the Mass. The five minutes of pre-
gantion before * church begins! has,

e thinks, doubled the spiritual advan-
tage to him of the half honr or hour
that ensues.—Sunbean.

Women 1z Tims of War.

During the terrors of the French
Revolution, the most delicately: nur-
tured, the most luxuriously reared, the'
most sensitive daughters of the old.
aristocracy passed -through: crowds. of
the insulting, maddened populnoce;
to the gallows, as ghastly as unwerited,
withiout appeal or lamentation, Writes
Junius Heonri Browne in the April
Ladies Home jJournal. Plebeian-
women, in desperate exigencies, ard as
fearlcss as the haughtiest patricians,
Rank or no raak, they. are alike equal.
to the sternest obligation. Honest
men who have seen women- tried again'
and again are eager to admit that
sho holds a courage that they cannot
command,

Women are timid when peril is far.
away ; e8 it approaches, their daring
rised to meet it; fairly confronted
with it, they overtop it quite. They
are not brave {c do wrong, to speak:
evil, to injure humaaity, as men' so
often are ; but, in the causs of good, of
advancement, of pure unsslfishness,
they parallel Csar or Lincoln. The
courage of men is lauded and trampet-
ed ; the courage of women is passed
over and unappreciated.

Third Order of St. Dominis,

There are souls who for want o
vocation, or becausse held back by
ties of daty, or by the crossof poor
health, are never able to realizeitheir
desires of o conventual life. For such
the spiritual treasures that the Third
Order of St. Dominic holds are rich
indved. This great organization, by
whioh 20 many in ¢he world are.meade--
truly Children of St. Dominie, is- too.
little known wo commend the articles,
opon it now appearing in the Rosary
New York

Dyspepsia Cured.
GexTLEMEN,—T was tcoubled with Dys-
pepsia for about four years, I noticed'an

-advertisoment of Bardock Blood Bitters, a0 L

started to ase it and soon found that thero

‘was nothing to oqualit. It took just three
;botﬂﬂ tome%octiq j

rfect coro in my caeas
Berr J, Reip, Wingham, Ont,



