
GREAT CANADIAN ORATORS

always seemed to be setting against
hini. If the pinnacle of his lame was
reached before the rebellion, surely
the crown of his genius was seew iu
those dark days, when, stiil the Pap-
inieau of other years, lie coutended lu
the uneven strife to resuscitate lis
shattered political fortunes. That
contest befongs as muel to romance
as it does to biography. Mudli of it is
shrouded in vague and uncertain sha-
dowvs, aud the more it is examined,
the more mysterious does it become.
This niueh, however, la incontestable.
Those were the years during which
Papineau kindled into a blaze of
peerless splendeur the very heart and
soul of oratory. His eloquence was
intended to, overwhelm the irrespon-
sible despots who carried on a corrupt
administration of publie affaira 'in
Quebec. He could dîsplay eloquence
and offer arguments, but lie could flot
change votes. The reason for the
stubbornness of lis l.earers was evi-
dent. They were eontrolled by the
Executive of the Province. Their
votes were pledged to, thîr masters
lu advauee of the discussions.

Papincau's speeches at this time
were brilliant. They were mastcrly
bcyond anything lIs Province yet had
known. Sometimes lis speeches were
inordinately lengthy. One whieh was
mnade at this juncture oceupied ten
hours iu its delivery. The physical
as well as the mental resouires of a
man wlo could sueeessfully perform
this task are ahnost beyond compre-
hension. His oratorjeal efforts mac
men refiect upon the golden eloqueuce
of the lofty-souled Massillon, and the
reverberating touies of the thiunder-
iug Mirabeau. But great as was the
display of oratory, Papiueau's e fforts
were doomed to a cruel disappoint-
ment. A new tribune who lad learned
hia art at the master's feet, liad made
lis stirring appearance iu Lowcr Can-
ada. The potent personality of thc
tempestuons, yet caleiilating, LaI ou-
taine waa flashing meteorically ta-
wards the zenith, and his ascendingt
liopes were swiftly briglitening in
the fIeavens. Papineau aud bafon-

taine cngaged during some years ln
a powerful and dcadly encounter.
The contcst resemblcd, as far as ors-
tory was concerncd, the struggle be-
tween Demosthenes and Acachines, or
the conflict between Hayne and Web-
ster. The pure tones of the eider ara-
tor rang in ail their silvery swcetness
thiraugh a Provinice beautificd beyond
meavsure by nature and bligltcd need-
lessly by mlan.

-Ard wliat a provinice it wasl The
very namne "-Quebee"ý called up ricest

imags ad treasured reminiscences.
It. hadt a more than romantic history.
Rulers cf roy* al blood haed hcldl swsy
lu its exeutfive iansions. Prelates
famniliar with the sniilcs of courts and
snverPignis lad touchcd the hearts, of
its peoples. Ilistory Lad vied with
fancy te, achieve îimortality anueug
its population. Nature's hand evcry-
whcre had IcI t its permanent impres-
sions. The greatest river iu the world,
ralling threuigh, icarly a thoussnd

ile cf its territory, and varying. in
its journcy from, silvery stretches of
lalighing waters to scethiug mael-
stroms af ragfing torrents, wîdcued re-
pcatedly as if by magic inta giaut
lakes snd miniature oceans. Fertile
Jfields apread endlcssly frein sombre
mountains iu the sauth, round whase
suimmits clustered ghostly Iegeuds,
awvay to the nortlward, thc haunit of
thc reindeer, the cariboui, thc stiow-
drift aud the Pole. Artists lad en-
,riched thcir Pauvases with that Pro-
viuce's productions cf imperishiable
loveliness. Poets lad immortallzed
in rlythic stauzas their inspired
visions of its fadeless beauty and its
heroie achievemnents. Orators had
given enduriug expression to its
.hopes aud its inspirations. And this
was thc Province whiehi imported
gevernors lad striven te ou~trage anid
humiliate. This was the fair and
proiising country whichi a gener-
ation of grasping politicians lad con-
spircd te impoverishi and oppress.
Wlat wonder that bloodslied and re-
bellion werc weleamed by despairin)g
reformera ta give this depressed land
relief!


