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stil living. Thiý s .why there is
truth ini the old judgment that -bis-
tory isj a lie". In time we shail dis-
covor that contemporary writers spoak
with such knowledge and authority
as later historians cannot posss.
Many of the decisive f acta and inci-
dents which determine the course of
huxnan affairs are not contalned i
any documients that go down to pos-
toxity. There ia much that the con-
temporary writer cannot divulge; but
he la less hmpered by reticenco thon
vill be the writer of flfty years honco
by ignorance. 1 think of oveuts with-
in myown knowledge of which 1ean
say littie or nothing. 0f the rosi pith,
motive and bearing of these events
neither tis nor any other generation
can have full or exact knowledge.
'What is flot diselosed hy contompor-
ary wrlters vill nover ho dlsdlosed.
Hence history nover eau bo a true
record, and the exact relation of pub-
lie men to the causes li whieh they
are conceruied neyer can ho determmn
ed. If there la reticeuce in the pros-
ent and ignorance in the future, at
best we ean have only light lu the

dakme. The,law froin. which no

f rame hustings stood at the cross-
roads by the village tavern. A group
of mon sat upon the platform, and
in front and around vere a crwd of
people vith eyes flxed upon a man
Who vas speaking.

1 knew at once that it vas fot a
camp-meeting, for there vas no suig-
gestion of the fervour and solomnity
whli distinguished sucli events.
Thiere vas occasional laughter and
clieering, but I thought that some of
those who listened did not liko the
behaviour of their neiglibours. 1 waa
interested lu the statement of the
speaker that wherever ho had gono
throughout the county ho found that
sqomeono else had been there, and that
mrany calves aud steera had beon
bought at very hilh figures. Who vas
thiq mysterious porion I Why should
ho huy calvesand steersl Why rshould
ho pay such high pricest Finally the
speaker sat down to much c1axpîng
sud cheering. Another man arome,
aud there wss even more ceering.
As ho spoko it vas romarkable that
ho agreod with nothing that the first
speaker had said, while those Who had
been silent now boeame happy and
demonatrative. But the light vas
breaklng. I recafled mauy a fireside
controversy, and almost imntiely
1 knew vhst gamo they vere playug.

Bofore the second speaker had fin-
ished a buggy, turning from tho Bay-
field road iu a cloud of duet, stopped
on the edge of the crowd, and a hesavy
figure, vlth flowing muttou-chop
whiskers, under a vide a>f t hat,
jumped to the ground and mnade hiii
way to the platform. In a moment
there vere vild shouta of «Speak
nov", "'Big Thunder">, and a tempest
of booini and ceerine. When ho


