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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN UPPER CANADA.

At this season of library activity, and in connection with the

account of the princely gift of a Free Public Library in Liver-
pool (worth $200,000) which was published in the last Journal,
we have much pleasure in inserting in this early number of the
Journal the annual statement of the progress of our free pub-
lic library system in Upper Canada. The statement is in a
tabular form, and shows the number and classification of all
the library books which have been despatched to the public
schools by the Educational Department from November, 1853,
to the end of Deeember, 1860. It also includes an account of
the number of prize books sent out to the public schools
from January, 1857, to December, 1860, as well as a state-
ment of the mechanics’ institutes, &c., which have been sup-
plied with books during the same periods. One or two other
f&'blel have been added. That relating to prison libraries, &ec.,
will no doubt be regarded with especial interest by those who
look upon such agencies as a silent yet important means of
influence for good with a class of the eommunity who are
often regarded as the outcasts and pariahs of society, incapa-
ble of being reclaimed, or unworthy of an effort to do so. The
tender feelings of remorse, indicated by the poem written on
one of these prison library books, by an inmate of the Proviu-
cial Penitentiary, and whieh we insert on page 29, may have
been awakened by the silent teachings of some of these books,
Such an influence may prove a potent means, when others fail, of
recalling nany an erring one {o the paths of religion and virtue.

- —

The contemplation of the facts embodied in the tables rela-
ting to the extension of libraries in our public schools, will
excite lively gratitude in the minds of the lovers of the educa-
tional advancement of the country, as it has already elicited
the admiration of numerous strangers who visit this country
from time to time, especially the American educationists who
have made this part of our Canadian school system a subject
of special inquiry.*

“ Very much remains in this branch of the system of publie
instruction to be done,” (as observed by the Chief Superin-
tendent in his Report for last year) “ but it is worthy of re-
mark that not a month has elapsed during the five years since
its establishment without more or less books having been sent
out,” as may be seen in the table on the following page.
From this table it will be seen that the total number of library
books sent out up to the end of 1860, was 212,229 ; the
number of prize books sent out from January, 1857, to
December, 1860, was 20,194; and the number of volumes of
books sent out to mechanics’ institutes, &c., was 5583;
making a grand. total of 224,563 volumes. The value of
these books, together with the value of the maps, apparatus,
and other articles sent out from the Map and Apparatus
Depository, we give in the following table, which will prove

highly interesting to the friends of public schools in Upper
Canada.

TarLE shewing the value of articles sent out from the Educa-
tional Depository during the years 1851 to 1860 inclusive :

Articles on which the 100 per|iArticles sold at|| Total value of
cent. has been apportioned || at Catalogne || Library, Prise,
from the Legisiative Grant.||prices, without and

BAR. any apportion=|| S8chool Baoks,
x Publio Library | Mai3, 408 {|mept ﬁm‘_:m and Apparatus
Books. Prize rans, dayﬁ:d. ’
$ ots,

...... 1414 35 1,‘41.‘%

...... £,081 13 2081 13

...... 4,283 14 4,233 14

51,376 23 5,514 18 56,890 41

9,047 15 4,380 18,002 08

7,275 82 5,728 16 22,323 45

16,200 92 8,451 20 40,770 40

3,083 98f 6,972 05 23,765 28

5,805 64 6,879 30 96

5,259 56 5417 93 l , % 0

Total ..ueee. $99,878 31 $72,630 58 840,779 84 " $222,997 g3

* See Journal of Education for May, 1860, page 85. See also pages 22-24 of this
number of the Jowrnal,

+ The amount expended for libraries scems to have reached itq lowest point dnrh}g
the depressing year of 1858.



