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old, and all armed with weapons which, in one minute,

would shiver the strongest barrier to atoms ; yet only

one superintendent was with them, sitting at his ease upon
a chair ; and not any instance is upon record of an at.

tempt at making a forcible escape. The prisoners are

not allowed, upon any pretence, to speak to one another,

and only on business to a turnkey, who can easily ob-

serve if any conversation takes place, as they are gene-

rally placed with their faces in the same direction. The
weavers were the most numerous body, there being

nearly ono hundred bitting at their looms in a row, and
forty tailors, whose occupation is considered the most

unhealthy, from the position requisite for the perform*

ance of their work. They are not permitted to look at

any stranger who enters the room ; but I observed se<

veral squinting at us out of the corners of their eyes

when the keeper's back was turned. The most superior

specimens of workmanship, of every description, are

turned out of these shops, and are contracted for by
merchants and store-keepers residing in Auburn ; a sys*

tem most injurious to the industrious mechanic, who can<

not make a livelihood in the vicinity of the prison, being

underworked by the convicts, whose labour is contracteid

for at various sums from 25 to 50 cents, (one to two shil-

lings) per diem, the tailors at the former sum ; those

trades which derive assistance trom a saw.mill, turning-

machine, dec, which are worked by water (introduced

from a stream that washes the southern wall of the pri-

son) at 30, tool-makers at 40, and blacksmiths at 50
cents a day. A few invalids and convalescent convicts

are employed in winding at 15 cents. There were only

two stocking makers, who were employed solely in

working for the convicts.

The contractors are not even permitted to give any
orders to the workmen, and any instructions they wish

to give are through the mechanic turnkey who superin-

tends each shop. In any instance where the latter may
not be acquainted with the trade, the contractor may
give the necessary directions in his presence. The looms,

jennies, tools, &c., appeared throughout the prison in

the highest order, and business waa carried on in each


