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THE PETITION OF WILUAM FORSYTH.
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house, that if a dispite had arisen respecting the true boundary of the pro-
perty of a British suiject, the substitution of a military force to decide the

Suestion of right, ant remove l>y force of arms the peaceable possessor, in

efiance of, and unkniwn to the civil authority, would have been a high
breach of the rights cf the freeholders of the Province, whose privileges,

your honorable house ia always watching over with the utmost vigilance:

that throwing down, by iieans of British soldiers, and destroying the offices

and fences of your petitivner's estate, wantonlpr exposing the fruits of the
earth and growing crops tt waste, and attempting to eject him from off his

property, without any process of the civil law, and for the ostensible par-
pose of getting possession di a reserve not wanted, and about the location

of which, from his several meqsuremenls, the officer of Engineers, evident-

ly was at a loss, and which was then leased to and consequently under the

control of Mr. Swayze ; committing those acts by the means of a band of
hired soldiers, in a country not under martial law, by command of (as your
petitioner expects to prove) a military officer, who was himself under the

orders of a British Major General, is a darine and unprovoked encroach-
ment upon the privileges of a people unfitted tor enduring slavery, and for-

asmucli as the orderly book and other evidence will go far to prove, that the

said acts of lawless military violence were done and committed by the ex-

Sress command, and at the direct instigation of Major General Sir Peregrine
[aitland, commanding His Majesty's forces, sent here to guard us against

all oppression and tyranny :

Tour petitioner humbly prays your honorable house to watch over and
protect toe rights of the people from tiie encroachment of military power,
and that youeaquire as speedily as may conveniently be, into the circum-

stances attending his case, and if it shall appear that the allegations con-
tained in this petition are true, that such representations may be made to

His Majesty's Government in England by a safe channfil. cpngcrning the aaid

tramuuiliafgm, a|i,jfMI wiw»w tu jim».|»*«*«ioih.i lUut iCPiegrf'iU t*H!CH m 83 a

British suiject is eiititled, and which, as has already been shewn, he cai>not

obtain in the courts of this province ; but which your honorable house is

at all times, very anxious to obtain for petitioners, who repose confidence

in your wisdom, honor, and integrity.—And your petitioner, as in duty bound,

will ever pray.

WILLIAM FORSYTH.
JStagara Falls Pavilion, 21s/ Janvary, 1828.
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