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to make a passage for her. We brought a

young harp on board alive, with its new coat

on. Tying a line round one of its hinder

fippers, we let it swim about near the vessel,

which it did with great grace and agility,

diving and rising again to the surface, and

occasionally crawling out on a pan of ice. The

beautiful clearness of the water enabled us to

watch all its motions. It swam like a fish,

principally by the motion of its body, closing

and spreading out its hinder fippers into the

exact form of the tail of a fish. Nestor

jumped over into the water and swam up to

it; but when the seal saw him approach it

raised itself upright in the water, and when

within reach attacked him tooth and nail,

biting him severely in the lip, and making

master Nestor turn tail immediately. Their

heads and bodies are so round and smooth,

that a dog cannot seize them anywhere except

in the fippers. ^

April 3rd and 4th.—Continued our route

to the southward slowly, the ice becoming

more open and broken. Many icebergs were

still in sight, and several vessels bound home-

ward like ourselves. In the afternoon of the
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