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ing all his forces from Skenesborongh, Fort Anne and Fort
George, and collecting provisions; he had completed abridge
by wiiich he intended to pass the Hudson, and force his way to

Albany, where he expected co-operation from below. Every
thing was conducted with ns much silence and caution as pos-

sible. His troops paraded without beat of drum, and evening
guns were discontinued. So stood matters on the 11th of

September, when a report was circulated in the American camp,
that Burgoyne was in motion, and that he had made a speech t^

his soldiers, telling them that the fleet had returned to Cauar'a,,

and their only s .^y was to fight their way to New York.
As General Gates was to receive an attack, it was thor^ht he

pught to choose the ground where to receive it ; Arnol' , there-

fore, in company wtth Kosciuszko, the Polish engine r, recon-

noitred the neighborhood in quest of a good campi' g-ground,

and at length fixed upon a ridge of hills called Bemi' s Heights,

which Kosciuszko proceeded to fortify.

In the mean time, Colonel Colburn was sent off with a small

party to ascend the high hills on the east side of the Hudson,
and vatch the movements of the enemy with glaf .es from their

summits, or from the tops of the trees. Fo»' ,iree days he

kept thus on the look-out, sending word frr a time to time to

camp of all that he espied.

On the 11th there were the first signs of movement among
Burgoyne's troops. On the 13th and 1' n, they slowly passed
over a bridge of boats, which thej' had .irown across the Hud-
son, and encamped near Fish Cree' Colburn counted eight

nundred tents, including manjweer A mile in advance were
fourteen more tents. The Hessia remained encamped on the

eastern »ide of the river, but inte vening woods concealed the

number of their tents. There w .. not the usual stir (;f military

animation in the camps. T' . were no evening nor morning
guns.

On the l/ith, both P"ng' h and Hessian camps struck their

tents, and loaded their
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