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portion of iVl!mitol)a, the exooption heiiig in flio oities

where mvniioipnl .government has been estuhlislipd, and
drunkenness can bo dealt with l)v th*^ arm of the civil

law. The reason of this law beino* so ricforouslv

enforc3il is to praveiit any fii'3-water findin;^ its way to

the Indian, for if lie imbibes tin fiery spirit, it >^enms

to diamine him into a veritable fiend. Medicinal
permits are granted to tra^'e]lers solely by the

Lieuten;int-(TOvernor of the Province, or of the North-
west territoi'ies.

I will give you an experience of a drive across the

prairie nn'lertaken in the spring of last year, which will

show you a few of the difficulties to be met witli. Six

of us in party, we started by train from AVinnipeg to

Grand Valley, which is on tlie opposite bank of the

Assineboine to Brandon, about Wl miles west of our
starting point. We reached here about five p.m., and
calmly awaited our two wagons and teams whi(^li had to

cross tlie ferry. AVe did wait—until six the next
morning, for the owner of the ferrv declined conveving
the horses over until that time. In vain were all our

powers of persuasion tried, dollar notes wore smiled at,

invective was useless, so we awaited his good pleasure.

A little before seven we were able to load up, and
started for llapid City. Our way lies over an undulat-

ing country, fairly settled v.-ith farmers. We cross ex-

temporised bridges laid over the mud in the coullees,

dash through a small creek or two : ducks aud tf^al by
hundreds swim in tlie little lakes, now on tlie riglithand

and now on the left, plovei's—pretty little fellows with

long golden legs and speckled jackets—pi'jiirie grouse,

wood part] idge, falcons, and bitterns, with many gor-

geous-plumed visitors to these regions, cross our j)ath

again and again. In about three hours we reach Kapid
City. Do not picture to yoursel f a second Winnipeg^
Kapid (Jity, altlntugh a flourishing town, would bo
termed here a village. The town stands on the banks
of the little 8asketchewan river, and, as it is growing fast,


