
h; rin. Murrisii noktiiwkst

emhraciiifT all the ti-nitoiv (Iniiucd l>v Lake Wimiipcfj. extriul-

iii^. of course, south to Lake Traverse in Minnesota; and the

new year brouf^dit out a small company ot" Highland Scotchmen.

They s.ttled at the present site of W'imiipejj, hut had a rou^h

time enoujfh of it for the ilrst ten years, heinj^f driven out two or

three times 1)\ the French Canadian settlers, drowned out by

Hoods, and havin«; their crops destroyed by jjrasshoppers. They

held their j^round, however, and. in 1S31 the worst of their

troubles was removid 1)\ the amal«;amation of the hostile Noith-

west Company with the Ihtdson May Com[)auy. The <^reat

tradin<f monopoly then exteniled its jurisdiction over the whole

Northwest, estahlishin<; posts from Lake Superior to the Arctic,

and tVom the Rlh] Ri\ er to tlie Pacific ocean ; and exercisinu;',

throuj^h its armv of clerks and functionaries, all the civil, mil-

itar\ and judicial ri<>hts of an inde[K'ndent ^'overnment. 'i'he

Reil River settlement became a mixed conuuynity of Scotch.

Flench and Indian lilood. cultivatinjf a narrow stri|j of land alonjf

the Red and Assiimii)oine R.ivers, ami existinj; bv sullerauce of

the commercial lords of the countrv 'I'hev raised al)undant

crops and lived prosperously ; but. foi- want of communication

with the outside world, could neither market their surplus nor

nicrease their numl)ers In- emiy;ration Th e ct)loiiv survived m
this dead-alive c<Mulition until tiie foundation of the Canadian

confederation. In 1S68 negotiations were begun for the extinc-

tion of the Ihulson Bay Company's title to the lands, which

were concluded a year or two later. The company received

$1,500,000 and one-twentieth of the public lands. The coinpain

still exercises its old rights in the remote frontier, but abdicates

them as fast as settlements are made and local 2'overnments

formed. The amiexation of Manitoba to the Dominion was not

accomplished without some friction, the French Canadians and

half-breeds, under Louis Riel, raising the standard of revolt, and

formed a provisional govermiient. The rebellion was a mere

burlesque, though it lasted a year, and rose t<j the tragic level in

• iie event—the shooting of an Englishman named Scott bv order

of the half-drunken provisional government. The revolt fell

to pieces upon the appearance of British troops, though it is

claimed that the Province obtained more favorable terms from

the Dominion by this show of force. In 1S71 Manitoba peace-
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