
AIIRAIIAM (lESNER—UKVIKW OK HIS SCIENTIFIC WoRK. 4rv

or liy|tot,'('tn' rocks, un, hr spciiks of tho associates of tlie

iiraiiitc lie also would iiiclu . the u^ricisscs and mica schists. Ho
now (Icscrlhcs the clay slates and (|uartzitcs of the jiriniary

district and those of part of his former " clay slate distrii-t " as

Ciniil'i'lan a natural out ^'rowth of the im[>rovement of i^eolo-

i;ical nomenclature, and |iarallel to his fcccnt Woi'k in N'ew

Ih'un^w irk. I'ndcr the head of S'llnrnm (iviii<p he iie'ludi's the

remainder of the ''(.'lay slate i^'roiip ' of his lirst hook on Xo\a

Scotia. His toui'th ;^'i'oii|i is the " < )ld IJed Sandstone," or

hcNiitiian ^I'ou)), foi' the red locks that were found helow tlu>

coal mcasui'es, etc. This is meri,'ed in tlu; Lower C'ai'lioniferous

l»y later writers. The lifth divisittn is the " Cai'honiferous rocks

or coal formatioti. " The sixth is the " Xew Ked Sandstone."

Tlii- division, e.xtensisc in the foi-mer work, is now limited to

ceitain strata near Truio. 'I'lie seventh ifr(ni|) is the " Intrusive

and I mieous rocks " of the North Mountains. The eiLjhth is the

r.oulder or drift foi'mation. This ^roujt was (u)t reco^ni/cd in

the earlier work, for in that the sui'face deposits are mentioned

casually in coiniettion with the coherent rocks of the older

f(»i'iii;itions. I )r. (Jesner atti'ihutes lioth the unsti'atilied and

stratiu''d flrift to the a<-tion of water, inanifest(>d tlirouich ocean

currents, t1oe ice, etc.

• »\('r thirty pages of this work are devoted to a description

of the economical mitierals of Nova Scotia, with statistics of tlu;

exportation of coal.

Ifi'om

Initio

|)r. <iesner li\ed in a period when the s(.Mence of j^eoloijy was

in its infancy. Hence we see proof, as we peruse his works, of

the gradual ac(|uisition of new ideas ui)on the theoretical part of

tile science. Now a geological surveyor enters upon his work

after a l<mg course of preliminary training ; then he had to make

himself acijuainted year by year witli the rapid development and

new phases of thought in his favorite science. Now he enters

the field provided with the stores of knowledge accumulated in

the last one hundred years ; then he was slowly gathering those

facts and observing those phenomena which lie at the base of

geological theory.


