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into the saddle with merely putting his hand upon the

pommel.
Ordono IV. was a man of puny heart; no sooner did he

hear of the approach of King Sancho, and of his marvelous

leanness and agility, than he was seized with terror, and
abandoning his throne and his twice-repudiated spouse, Ur-

raca, he made for the mountains of Asturias, or, as others

assert, was overtaken by the Moors and killed with lances.

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
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FURTHER OP THE HORSE AND FALCON

King Sancho I., having re-established himself on the

throne, and recovered the good- will of his subjects by his

leanness and norsemanship, sent a stern message to Count
Fernan Gonzalez to come to his cortes, or resign his count-

ship. The count was exceedingly indignant at this order,

and feared, moreover, that some indignity or injury would

be offered him should he repair to Leon. He made the mes-,

sage known to his principal cavaliers, and requested their

advice. Most of them were of opinion that he should not go
to the cortes. Don Fernan declared, however, that heVould
not act disloyally in omitting to do that vrhich the counts of

Castile had always performed, althougli he felt that he in-

curred the risk of death or imprisonment. Leaving his son,

Garcia Fernandez, therefore, in charge of his counselors, he

departed for Leon with only seven cavaliers,

As he approached the gates of that city, no one came
forth to greet him, as had always been the custom. This he

considered an evil sign. Presenting himself before the king,

he would have kissed his hand, but the monarch withheld it.

He charged the count with being vainglorious and disloyal;

with having absented himself from the cortes and conspired


