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Outrage by a British Cruiser Commodore Rodgers. The Frigate President ordered to Sea
ited States unheeded .
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American coast had become more and more annoying to commerce, A richly-laden
American vessel bound to France had been captured within thirty miles of New
York;' and early in the month of May a British frigate; supposed to be the Guer
riere, Captain Dacres, stopped an American brig only cighteen miles from New York,
and a young man, known to be a native of Maine, was taken from her and impressed
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British minist into the British service.?  Similar instances had lately occurred, and the government
ritish ministry \

wl'll\'r.‘i‘ \lr "‘Hlk

ustain herself in

resolved to send out one or two of the new frigates’ immediately for the protection
of the coast trade from the 4|(~|||‘vl|:llnl'.-‘.

\ The President, Captain Ludlow, was then anchored off Fort Severn,* at Annapolis,
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bearing the broad pennant of Commodore Rodgers; the senior officer of the navy.
The commodore was with his family at Havre de Grace, seventy miles distant ;* the
President’ s sailing-master was at Baltimore, forty miles distant; her purser and chap-
the ocean. Sh lain were at Washington, an equal distance from their posts, and all was listlessness
on board the frigate, for no sounds of war were in the air, - Suddenly, at three o'clock
in the alternoon of the 7th of May, while (':u|'|:|]|| Ludlow was dining on board the

rritory, and the
¢ United States
e e sloop-of-war _lrgus, lying near the President, the gig was seen, about five miles dis-
advantage of

\ \ tant, sailing at the rate of ten miles an hour, with the commodore’s broad pennant
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flying, denoting that he was on board.®  Rodgers was soon on the President’s quar-
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her great l‘» ' ter<leck. He had received orders® 'I‘nll]\hl\ government to put to sea at once * May 6
. P o ”l' Y X ) o . -

oofk of .unl- in search of the offending British vessel, and on the 10th he weighed anchor 11
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"I th, went before the Privy Councll In great rtate, and was sworn In as regent of the kingdom. He held that office
Foster, w ho had til the death of his father In 1%, when he became king
g Hildreth, Second Serles, (11, 240,
Wias :l|'|" nnte d Although the sea was running high, the captain of the Spitfre (the arrested brig) went with the young man on board
\ the sett lement e frigate, and assured the commander that he had known him from boyhood as a native of Maine. The insolent reply
All that may be so, but he has no protection, and that I enough for me."  New Y ork Herald, May 11, 1811
‘I ”H' twWo gm The American navy then In active service consisted of the President, Conatitution, and ["nited States, 44 each ; the E»

Il Illinhinlll. w het wx, 32 John Adamas, 4 “"hp and Hornet, 15 each ; Argus and Siven, 16 each ; Nawtilua, Enterprise, and Vieen, 12 each
13 lagge flotilla of gun-boats, commanded principally by salling-masters selected from the oficers of merchant ves
Cooper, Il 1In
¢ The present Fort of Battery Severn, composed of a cireular base and hexagonal tower, Is upon the site of a fort of
- me name, erected, with other fortifications, (n 1776, 1t was then little more than a group of breast-works,  These
t one of the “ ) X . strengthened at the beginning of the war In 1812, The present fort, seen In the pleture, Is rather a naval than
ringlples of blocka ary work, Its principal use being for a practice-battery for the students in the Naval Academy there, and for the ¢
s. Homaparte o the maval arsenal, school, and officors’ quarters.  That agademy (which was removed to Newport, Rhode Island
cusions ln this matie breaking out of the civil war In the spring of 1561, and (ta Wgildings at Annapolis used for hospital purposes dur
onflict) was to the navy what the West Point Academy |-Mu.\ The grounds about Fort Severn are very
tiful, and delight the eyes of all visitors.  In addition to the Naval Monument there, already mentioned (page 124
we others, both elegant and expensive
The residence of Commodore Rodgers at Havre de Grace, at that time, was yet standing when [ visited that town in
ember, 1861, 1t stood at near the junction of Washington and 8t. John Streets, and was occupled by Willlam Pop
It was a twostory brick hous® substantially bullt, and well preserved, as seen in the engraving on the ues!
age 1t will be referred to again, in an account of my visit to Havre de Grace above alluded to
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