
VINE'I'.

Viiiofc, th<i first iiainoil, was born towaids the olosc of tlie

last century in Lausanne, one of the most heautit'ul cities in

Switzerland, or, in«1ee(l, in the vvorhl; liavinir at its feet tlw^

blue waters of the lake of (Tcneva, and in the distance, but in

full view, t!ie majestic and snow clad peaks of Mont Blanc.

He received his education in his native city, which then as

now was the seat of an ancient school of leainiiig. He was
destine*] to the n)inistry by his father, but bavins- early dis-

played liteijiry an<l philosophical abilities of a high order, he
was. at the aoc of twenty-two, appointed professor of the

b'rench language and literature in the University of Basle,

receiving ordination as a minister of the Ggspel about the

same period, in that famoiis border city, even at that early

date the scene of zealous ndssionary enterprise, Vinet con-

tinued to teach from 181!) to 18;i(S. There probahly he forme(l

those decid<Mlly spiritual views t)f religion, which are found in

all his discourses. In 1888 he was recalled to his native city

as professor of theology; a position which, first in connection

with the ecclesiastical establishment, and afterwaids with tlu'

lu.'wly formed Free Church of the Canton de Vaud, he occu-

pied until his death. He was in his day a ju'olific author,

giving to the press as many as twelve or fourteen volumes on

varioys subjects of a literary, philosophical or religious

character. It is his sermons only with which we have to do
hell'. These were given to the pul)lic at various times, and
C()m])rise in all several volumes. A large number of the most
sti-ikiuir of them have been ma<le accessible to the Enoli.sh

reader in two volunies, entitled respectively, Vital (yhristianity

and (lospel Studies.

'J'he sermon must take its character to a large extent from
the audience to which h is a<ldressed. Its form, its contents

even, must l»e govei-ned in some degiee by the needs, the

tastes, certainl}' by the intellectual and moral appreciations of

those whom it is designe<l to help. V^inet addressed himself

largely to men of cidture, man}' of whom were either uneasy

in their hold on the Christian faith or had actually relin-

quished it under the influence f>f the Uiateiialistic and skep-

tical thought of -the age. It was his aim to recover for them
their impaired or theii' lost leligious convictions. This aim he

seeks to a^omplish by calling attention with rare and pene-

ti'ating insight to the spiritual in man, an<l to the adaptation

of the gos|)el to all its deeper needs and its loftier aspii'ations,

The worthlessness of all material splendors; the insignificance

of all nun-ely intellectual achievements, the transcendent glor}'


