Honolulu, T.H.
July 26, 1927.

Dr. James T, Shotwell,
Chairman, Rescarch Committec.

In sccordance with the recquest that you madec
in the last meeting of ¢, I should like to
attcmpt to sct out, in a very bricf way, the scheme for the
better coordination of the work of universitics along i
of communication between northwestern Europe and south
across Canada and the Upgitecd States.

It so happcns that .in. that
world movemcnts of goods and pcrsons there lic :
which belong to all the nations chiefly concernecd i

Beginning in Burope, there is in Paris the finest centre

study of the cultural aspects of the Chinesc civilisation,
at the other ¢nd of th¢ same¢ track we have a F
the French School of the Far East at Hanoi, wh

rénch outpost in

erc a pplendid
library is kept and where scholars recside for considerable
periods, colleeting material and rendering it avallable to the
wopld. I am informed that this sechool is at prescnt suffering
from lack of funds, and it is probabdy also suffering from lack
of coordination with other institutions in China, but as it has
had at one time or another scveral professors of the Collcge de
France upon its staff, it 1s quite clear that its work is of the
very highest standard.

Between the wo eéxtremes we have London and
the other EBnglish universities wherec Chines¢ is studied. Crossing
the Atlantic we bave McGill University, where the Gest Library
makes a nucleus for Chines¢ Studies; and in the United States you
bave eertain institutions and facilities with which you are more
familiar than I, including, especcially for anthropology, Hawaii.

Continuing on that track we come to the very
carefully specialised institutions in Japan, the University of
Tokyo, I believe, being reésponsible for Chinesc studics and havin
what is 1dft of the Morrison collecetion as well as Sir Charles
Eliot's collcetion of Oricntal books.

Then in China we¢ have institutions at Peking,
Shanghai, Hankow, Canton, and Hong Kong.

My proposal, bricfly, is to make a survey af
the Universities and other lc¢amncd institubtions on that frack, to
discover what speecial facilities they offcr for study of the
various aspeets of Chinés¢ social phenomena, and to arrange for an
interchange of rescarch fellows and if possible of the teaching
staff between China and certain of those institutions which might
be sclected for this purposé. Thhs would have the effecet of
promoting understanding between the British, French, United
States, Canada, the Japanese and Chinese nations in the fiecld of
scholarship. It would re produce, to somc extent, the coming and
going which formerly took place between the Huropcan universitics
in the middle ages, and by organising studies in such a way as not
to duplicate facilities unnecessarily, by arranging carc¢fully for
the equivalence of courses and residence in these different
céenters, 1t would be possible to build up gradually a whole corpus
of research, carried out by members of the various institutions;
travelling freely, as their studies required, over the whole of
this track.




