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iwitli the reporting of the commiiittee Ftage
in Parliament. There seems ta be no gooýd
reason why the proceedings on a Bill in
Gomimittee of the Mloie- should be reported
any more than the proceedings of a stand-
ing committee. One is as important aý the
other. H-ence it seenis to nie that, upon a
pr.esentation of this consideration'to both
Chamibersz ai IParliainent, we miglît arrive
at a very much more econamic administra-
tion of the reporting of Parliameat than
we have at the present time. If the coin-
mittee stage were not reported, -it seems to
me -that il. would. shorten tîhe sittings of
Parliament very considerably. There is n0
question but that many members, parti-
cuiariy in the House of GCommons, deliver
themseves of general views upon ail ques-
tions because of the greater latitude al-
lowed in committee than in the bouse, and
thusý the sessions are proionged froni day
to day, fromn week.to week, anîd even from
month ta month. The xeporting in commit-
tee, in my judgment, resulted in the develup-
nient of the obstruction of Parliament in the
transaction -of public business. These are
features which might be very advantage-
ouzly considered by a joint committee of
botl1 Houzes. Therefore it seems te me
that it would be premature at once to take
action bv a vote on this resolution to-nighit,
owing to aur niot having digested the ques-
tion as fully as we shouid, and I hope that
my honourable friend, in view of the im-
portance ai the subject and the desirability
of giving every consideration ta it, will not
press his motion ta a conclusion this even-
ing.

Hon. MIr. DANDURAND: I intended, if rny
honourable friend from ýHajifax had pressed
his motion, to miove an amiendaient that
the reporting af the committee stage be dis-
continucd, because it seemis ta me that we
could %vell dispenee with that part ai the
reparting, and thus perhaps give an ex-
ample ta the boure of Gommons of what
could be done in the way of reducing ex-
penses and shortening the length of our
session-z. I arn dicsposed, however, ta view
the inalter in the saine lighit as my haon-
ourable friend the leader af the -Gavern-
ment, and join with himi in 5ugg.e6ting that
next year a joint cammittee ai bath bouses
be appainted ta discuss this question.

Hon. MNr. DENWIS: In view af the die-
cussion thiat has taken place, I shall have
very aîuch pleasure in acceding ta the sug-
gestion oi the honourabie leader of the
Hauae, aad withdraw my motion. At the
sanie tinle I want it distinctlv understood
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that I regard thisr question in a much more
spriaus lighlt than, the honourahie member
for Victoria (Hon. Mr. Claran) appears ta
do, and I hiope that early next session it
w-ill be taken up) in earin-es-t. and, if Hanýsard
is net alt-ogether abolie'hed, there m-1l1 be,
at anv rate. verv dra-ýtic relornis made
in the present system, and great ecanamnies
carried eut.

Hon. iMr. CLORAN: No objectian ta
that.

Han. Mr. DENNIS: In this connectian I
wauid like ta c-ay that I have been iavoured
by His Honour the Speaker with what ap-
pears ta mie, front a casual perusai of it,
to be a -valuabie repart by 'Mr. Frécilhette,
for many years an official of Parliament.
In 1909l, on the eve ai hids retirement, hie
waG apipaînted a commissianer to visit sone
Eurapean countries where dual languages
are recognized a6 officiai, and hie mnade a
brief but valuable. repart to Parliament
m-hichi would throw considerabie light
an our own situation. Unfortunately, the
printed copies af this repart were destroyed
in the fire whea the Parliamen.t buildîin"s
were burned three years aga, and only one
or two copies are now in existence, and
these are in the French language. The
following is. a translation of a portion of thse
report dealing wit.h the reporting of -the
debates iii Be:,iuiii and Swit.zeriand:

In order, ta avoid averloading the present
repart, I shall omit reference to the third
national language in Switzeriand, the Italian,
ivhich la spoken by only a very smrall minority
and for which there exista, by general consent,
anly a very liiîed translation service.

ln Belgium the total of population is not
àppreciably different from ours, Ia Switzerland
it is oniy about hall. As to the number af persans
ia either country speaking one or other af the
oflicial languages (Italian ececpted), the lan-
guage af the miaaority bears about the saine
relation ta the language af the iinxaority as
does the English ta the French language in
Canada.

ia Belgium and Slvitzerland, as in Canada,
the Debates are delivered ia one or other of
the officiai languages of the country. In Bei-
gium, where the House of Representatives la
caîposed of 152 members and the sittings are
from 2 until 5 o'clock in the afternoon, an
analytic report or résumé of the debates la
pubiished the sanie evening. On the third day
after the sitting, at 8 a.m., a slenographic
report la published ia extenso under the title
of 'Parliamieatary Annals." These 'Annals'
contain the speeches at iength, but only la the
language ia w%%hich they are delivered. If a
miember has not revised the stenographic report
of hia speech w ithia 48 hours, his speech is
reported oaiy la résumé. instead af being re-
produced verbatim la the Parliameatary Annals,
and mention la made of that fact.

The House af Represeatatives ia Belgium
ha\ve, for their debates: ist, a staff, of stenog-


