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we have been endeavouring to basten the
construction to the entrance of the Welland
canal at Port Colborne. That 1 thlnk, Is
perhaps the most Important point thnt neede.
attention. There Is a constant complaint1
that very large quantities of the products
of Manitoba and the North-west go to
Buffalo and are shlpped via New York,
owlng to the fact that no large vessels
can enter our canaIs-no large vessels can
approach the canais, and it is wlth a view
to enabling steamers drawlng 20 and 21 feet
to reach the head of the Welland canal
that the large expenditure Is now belng
carrled on at the entrance to Port ColbTirne.
Wben that Is completed a marked change
will take place ln the volume of producta
of the North-west that will find this route
through the St. Lawrence and through
British ports.

In referenoe to the Redistribution Bill, my
hon. frlend's comments, of course, were
good natured. It recals to mind the noces-
sity for a readjustmnent of the electoral dis-
trlcts-necessaily I say, because 1 thlnk
the measure proposed by our political frlends
on the other aide was a most unfair and
unjust one. It was notorlous that ln many
points n successful effort was made to
gather ln from several constituenclei the
Grlts-hivlng the Grits. It was so apparent
It could not be denled, and If 1 were to lay
on the table a map of the electoral districts
to-day. distortedl as It fs, It would shock
hon. gentlemen who have flot taken, per-
haps la the.past, any special lnterest in this
subject. In the readjustment that we pro-
pose to submlit to the House 1 thlnk it wll
bo found we have gone back to the views
expressed so earnestly and deeply by Sir
John Macdonald before he was lafluenced
by bis colleagues ia 1882 to brlng la the
distorted mensure that was carried through
parliament by the Conservative majority of
that date. Sir John Macdonald had fre-
quently expressed the opinion that the only
fair way was to limit the electoral districts
to the municipal divisions. His argument
was that the people of the municipal dis-
tricts met la the village or town or township
or county councls. They knew, and were
more ln sympathy wlth each other, and it
seemed unfair to divide up a county and
tie It to an adjoining county with which the
people had no particular sympathy, and that
were known to them only as Canadians. Our
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measure will be found, when submltted to
the House, te adhere strlctly to county
boundaries. The question of population
no doubt, wlll be commented upon, but even
If you take the measure of 1882 and 1886,
you wlll find that the population was nGat
the standard that was followed, because
the constituences range ail the way from
12 or 15,000 up te 25 and 80,000.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL.-That
oaly applled to cities. I mlght give the hon.
gentleman another Instance which would
maire bis argument stronger. In Muskoka
there were only 8,000 but before the next
election It had grown larger than the unit.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Our Redistribution Bill
wlU be governed entlrely by the county
boundarles.

It belng six o'clock, the Speaker lef t the

Chair.

After Recess.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-When the House rose
I had not qulte finlshed the observations 1
iîitended to have made. I feit It my duty
to make some observations la connection
wlth the Imperial conferenoe. My hou.
friend rather twitted the mover of the
address because ho descrlhed Sir Wilfrid
Laurier as occupylng an Important position
ln the recent conference. The conference
wvas called by Mr. Chamberlain, and Sir
Wilfrid Laurier and hls colleagues were la-
vlted to take part ln ItL The principal sub-
.*ects that occupled the attention of the
conferenoe were imperial defence, Inter-
imperial trade and one or two minor
points. So far as preferential trade
was conoerned Canada had done her part
and Mr. Chamberlain quite recognized that
ini view of the growing feeling for higli
tariffs in other important colonies, it seemed
lîopeless to draw together the various parts
of the empire unless indeed they were pre-

îared to entirely revolutionize the financiiil
institutions on which they stood. His view
wvas that If the empire were to be brouglit
more closely together it cou]d only be doue
by imperial free trade and that was too far
lin advance. Mr. Chamberlain did not secal
to appreciate aîtogether the value of the
preference tariff that Canada liad adopteti.
1 think myseif that Mr. Chamberlain ditl

flot give Canada the full credit it deserved.


