
[SENATE]

discrimination as indlcnted and provlded
for lu the late Bill lu the matter of charg-
ing for postage bet'ween the different prov-
inces ? I hope not. We have a penny
postage. Let lt be absolute. Let us have
no discrimination. Perhaps my bon. frlend
wbo sits opposite will be able to gîve that
Information whien be rises to address the
the House. 1 have occupled the time of the
Bouse mucli longer than 1Iintended dolng.
I have run over ln as cursory a manner as
possible the different points referred to lu
the address. I congratulate the hion, gen-
tleman opposite on prepaxing an address,
wlth wblch no one could find fault I neyer
saw a longer address wlth leas la it. There
is no question about that.

Hon. Mr. LANDJRY-Hear, hear.

Hon. Sir MACKCENZIE BOWELL-Wbat
it is famous and notable for, is what it does

flot contamn. Does the bon. gentleman tell

us If there ls any truth ln the statement a

few days ago lu the papers-I hope It is true
-that our astronomers had been mak-

lng a survey of the boundary hune be-

t'ween Canada and Alaska ? If it be true
It will be grntifylng to every man-that is,

that Skagway and Dyea and Pyramld Har-

bour are lu Canada, aud that we shall have

the best possible Inlet to the great gold fields
of that section of the country, excluslveiy
tlirough Canadla n territory. 1 hope tbat
that Is true. That lias been our contention.
That, 1 thinli, Is the contention of the hou.
Minister of Justice, a gentleman who bas

given more attention and more study, I

hesitate not to say, to the question of

boundarles between Canacia and the United
States and Russia than any other man lu

Canada. If that be true the action of this
Elouse la Its rejection of that Teslu Lake
and Stikîne railway route will 'have a

justification stronger thau ever.

Hon. Mr. LANDRY-Hear, hear.

Hou. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-There
is also another omission to which I caîl the

attention of the hon. gentleman, and I hope

that lie will be able to give us some in-

formation upon it. We have been endea-
vouring for a great number of years to

have established what is termed a f ast

steam service between Canada aud Great

Britain, s0 as to be enabled to compete wlth

the trade that is 110w carried from New York
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to Europe. We know that the merchants Of
Montreal, nearly ail who are doing busi-
ness with England at the present time,
wlien lime is of any coulsequence, go to the
United States, and take the steamers there
to go to England. What 1 bave been look-
iug for and lioplng for, as most Canadians.
are boplng for, is that we should have a
liue by whicb ive can successfully compete
with those lunes runnlng from United States
ports. But the late governmeut, of whlch
1 wvas flot a member at the time, liad an
agreement made with Canadians and their
associates ln the old country to estabiish a
line of that character. The hon, gentlemen
opposite thought they could make a better
bargain. They annulled that of their pre-
decessors, and entered into another arrange-
ment with Petersen & Co., of Eugland, at,

they boasted, some haif a million less of a
subsidy. I remember distlnctiy that whenl
the premier was addresslng a meeting of the
board of trade ln Toronto, lie received-I
wlll flot say premedltated ; that would be

accusiug hlm too mucli-le received a tele-
gram announeing the tact that they liad en-
tered lnto au arrangement with Petersen &
Co., by whicb tbey were to save haîf a mil-
lion dollars lu money ln the contract, ani,

furthermore, that they liad made a deposit
as a guarantee of their bona fides ln carry-

lng It out. We know that another gentle-
man 0f the cabinet, wbo ls a non-portfolio>
member-a gentleman of wliom the hon.

premier stated, in the eastern townships,
when be was addressing a meeting there,
that lie liad taken Into bis cabinet on

account of bis business ability, flot for any

other reason, aithougli le was an old Tory.

I suppose in adoptiug hlm lie thouglit lie

must bave some abîlity fltted for that

part of the work. Hle bas been gai-

livanting between Canada and Eagland
every year, once or twice, 1 tliink, since he

lias been ln the government, and now lie

acknowledges the wliole thing Is a failure.
When are we to have this lune ? When are

bis bottle-nosed, non-sinkable shlps to be

establisbed between Canada and Englald ?
We know that Is bis beau Ideal of what we

should have, and perhaps that wlll come in
the sweet by and by, but 1 hope the bon.

gentlemen xvlll flot delay it any longer thau

they can possibiy help-tliat is, unless they

have changed their minds as to the necessllY


