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Some of my colleagues were a little uncomfortable with that. I
will never forget in this House shortly thereafter Steve putting
his arm around me and saying: ‘“You know, Svend, I don’t really
understand this stuff but you’re my friend and you’re the same
person to me today that you were yesterday’.

I will miss Steve tremendously. I know he loved his family
very much. To Betty and to the children I extend my sincere
condolences. We loved him too and we will miss him very, very
much.

Mr. Rey D. Pagtakhan (Winnipeg North): Mr. Speaker, I
would like to add a few words of deep sympathy and condolence
to the family of Steve Paproski.

I first met him before 1 entered politics, in fact away back in
the early eighties when there was a travelling parliamentary
committee on the participation of visible minorities in Canada.
Somehow he struck me as a person of collegiality and a fatherly
person. :

When I first came here in 1988 I approached him and he said:
“Son, how are you?”’ I thought, being a rookie, that was the
proper word to use, but until the last moment before the 34th
Parliament ended he called me son. That depicted for me the
type of caring person he was to everybody in the House.

I also recall he would tell us that members on the opposite side
were not enemies but only adversaries and that this Chamber
was all about active debate on issues of national dimension.

I would like to convey to his family my deepest sympathy and
my condolences in the realization that in the great beyond Steve
Paproski has earned his rightful place.

® (1535)

The Speaker: I would like to say a few words, if I might, on
behalf of a dear friend and colleague of many years, Steve
Paproski.

You will forgive an admission from your Speaker that from
time to time I indulge in small wagers. Steve Paproski and I had
a running bet. It was always a bet on the Grey Cup. It was not a
big bet. It was something we could all well afford. He always
took Edmonton and if Edmonton was not in the Grey Cup he
always took the west. Of course I took the east. This small wager
started in the fall of 1974 and it continued through all the years
up until this past year.

Even when I was defeated in 1984 and I was not here from that
time until 1988, the bet was still on. He would send me a cheque
for $5 if the east won and I would send him a cheque for $5 if the
west won. The funny part of it is that I cannot recall him ever
cashing any of my cheques.

He was the kind of man who befriended all of us in this House.
Yes, he was warm. Yes, he was an honest man. Yes, he did sit in
this chair and preside over our debates. We are honourable
members. This is an honourable House and Steve Paproski, it
should be noted, among honourable members and in this honour-
able House was one of the most honourable and one of the most
loved.

We in this House have much to learn from a man with his
character. We have much to learn about serving our country
from Steve Paproski. I do not use the words lightly when I say
that he is one of our great Canadians because he loved this
country. He loved it with all his heart.

To his wife and to his family, surely in your name and in the
name of all hon. members we will remember Steve in our
prayers, and we say God bless you and thank you for sharing him
with us for so many years.

Mr. Charest: Mr. Speaker, I have not consulted with anyone
but given the eulogies and the kind words for our friend, Steve
Paproski, could I suggest to the Speaker that with unanimous
consent of the House we include in our proceedings today the
remarks made by His Excellency the Governor General at tiie
funeral service for our friend Steve Paproski.

They were very close friends and I think it would be appropri-
ate that Canadians have the opportunity of reading his words as
he spoke of a person who was not only a friend but at one point in
time a colleague.

The Speaker: Is there unanimous agreement to append the
eulogy of the Governor General of Canada?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

PRESENCE IN GALLERY

The Speaker: My colleagues have been rather lenient with
me for a little while. Today I made a mistake and I apologize for
it. I am going to try to correct it.

We had in our gallery the hon. Minister of Tourism and
Economic Development from Nova Scotia. I did not get the note
in time; when I got it we were into other business.

I hope the hon. members from Nova Scotia who are here and
the hon. minister will accept my apology for not recognizing
him as was his due. I hope you will let me recover a little bit later
on that point.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.




