
4942 C

It is a fact, wbetber my hion. friend likes it or
not, that tbey were recruited as civilians.

Mr. GREEN: You said they had vo Inn-
teered; you did flot say they were civilians.

Mr. CHEVRIER: I said they w'ere volun-
teers, but they were engaged in a civilian
capacity.

Mr. GREEN: You did flot say that.

Mr. CHEVRIER: I am saying it now. If
one Iistened to ail that the hion. member for
Vancouver-Burrard said one would tbink tbe
mercbant seamen have received no benefits
at ail, wben in fact tbey bave reccived quite
a numaber of benefits. I am just wondering
if my bion. friend is familiar with tbemn ail.

I bave to challenge some of the statements
hie made a moment ago. I did flot want to
intcrrupt him at the timne. For instance, this
is the monthly remuneration to wbicb a mer-
cbant seaman was entitled. The basic pay
w-as $47.07 in January, 1942, but that basic
rate was increased to $89.93, to wbicb was
added a war risk bonus of $4.50, making a
total of $134.43 a montb. Income tax was paid
on tbe basic rate only. The war risk, bonus
and the subsistence allowance wcre exempt.
So mucb for tbe war risk bonus.

Then there followed two special bonuses,
one called the war service bonus and the
other the special bonus, each of ten per cent.
One of these was paid on gross earnings after
a minimum period of six montbs service in
dangerous waters. It was paid to 6,388 mer-
chant seamen, at a cost of $1,800,000. Then
tbere was an additional war service bonus of
ten per cent on gross earnings for service sub-
sequent to April 1, 1944, until thbe end of tbe
war. That was paid to 4,26 seamen, at a cost
of $44,3,700.

Tbere were also a number of provisions by
a special order in council wbich had te, do
with railway transportation, leave on pay at
the end of eacb year, round-trip rail trans-
Dortation from a manning pool 10 the sea-
man's home at the low cost of one-third of
the one-wýayý Lare.

Mercbant seamen, on agreement, on com-
pletion of serv-ice wcre entitled 10 receive
railway transportation from tbe port of dis-
(barge to tbeir place of permanent domicile.
If incapacitated from sickness or injur 'v during
service on a manning pool two-x-ear agree-
ment, the merchant seamen receivcd basic
pay for a maximum period of twelve weeks.
Titi ie w-as over $90,00 paid to tliose who
applied under tbat particular order.

There was also vocational training wbich
was paid to those wbo wanted to continue
the calling of a merchant seaman. I agree
w'îîb wbat my lion. frîen)d lias said thiat that

[Mr. Chevrier.)

don- flot cover vocational training for a mcm-
ber of he rnerchant navy outside of bis i-al]-
ing. ht is directed toward bis own calling.
That was because the director of merchant
seamen was of the opinion that it was bis
re-izponsîbilitv to make sure that those men
got the best possible training, and he asked
rhat. vocational training be given t0 mnen of
ihat categorx-.

Merchant seamen who left civil erniploy-
ment, to serve at sea during the war are
ernitled to the benefits of the Reinstaternent
in Civil Employment Act.

Again. pension for disability incurred from.
enemy action or counteraction is payable to
merchant seamen serving on any Canadian
sbip. and to Canadian merchant seamen
serving on ships of allied nations employed
in service essential to the prosecution of the
war. We went through that at some length
in the debate on the bill to amend the Mer-
chant Scamen's Compensation Act.

In cas-e of denth from similar causes, widows
arid dependent, cbildren are pensionable.

A Canadian mercbant seaman in receipt of
a pension from, an allied nation is entitled,
during resid-ence in Canada, to bave bis pen-
sion raised to tbe Canadian scale.

Merchant seamen dctained by the ecmy
received a detcntion allowance, equivalent to
their basic pay andi war risk bonus, and also
the -pecial bonus. Dopendents of mei chant
.-,camen w-ho were detained by the enemy
received appropriate portions of this deten-
lion allowance for their maintenance, the
remainder being paid to the seamrna on bis
return to Canada.

linemployment insurance coveragc for mer-
chant seamen was passed at the JaSt, session
and came into effect on October 1. 1946. By
a special provision under tbe act. seafarers
bave been placed on a parity for unemp]oy-
ment insurance purposes with Canadas~ war-
lime armied forces. Under tbis provision
miany seamen are given credît for wartime
serv ice without payment of contributions after
thîev bave become establisbed in insurable
employment.

Medical nnd dental care is extendc-d t0 pen-
sioners. w-bile inen on service are covered by
tbe sick mariners fund and the Merchant
Seamen's Compensation Act. Tbey are also
(ntitled to medical service and repatriation
w-hon bospitalized in foreign parts.

There are a number of otber things to
w-bicb I migbt refer; for instance. the man-
ning pools that w-ere set up during the war and
tbe rnany advantages whicb merchant; seamen
got, under these manning pools. A man in
a. manning pool awaiting cal] or assignent to

OMMONS


