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Inspection of Conned Salmon

Now there is positively no question that
the excellence of our pack was impaired and
that it deteriorated as a result of this practice.
The hion, gentleman wouid have the house
believe that we are going to deprive the fisher-
men of a free market. In bis ciosing remarks
hie said that these fishermen were having their
livelihood imperilled by this order in council.
Wbat are the facts? I say to the hon, gentle-
man, or perbaps I should say it to the house
as it is quite useless to address my hion. friend:
Ail questions have two sides. 0f that there
x.s no doubt. This government is not disinclined
to listen to any reasonabiy honest presentation
of the other side of any of its actions or the
questioning of any of its actions. However,
I arn disinciined to attach rnuch importance
to much that the hon, gentleman has said.

Mr. HANSON (Skeena): I think lie knows
more about fish than any hion. member on this
side of the house.

Mr. STEVENS: On that side of the bouse,
that is possible.

An hion. MEMBER: Any side.

Mr. STEVENS: As I say, there are two
sides to ai questions. I arn quite wiling and
quite prepared to admit that there are two
sides to this question. We are not adverse
to this matter being called into question and
to having it examined carefuily, but we shouid
look at some of the facts before we jump to
conclusions.

The Pacifie coast of British Columbia is
divided into three large fishing districts, and
-each fishing district contains from six to a
dozen subdistricts for inspection. purposes. The
districts are very large and each contain a
large number of canneries. The bon. gentIe-
man sought to leave the impression with the
house that there was but one cannery to a
district. The hon. member shakes bis head,
but lie will remember that I interjected whiie
lie was speaking to point out that that was
not the case. Perhaps I shouId have secured
a rnap of these districts, but 1 think I amn
safe in saying that there are from ten to
fifteen canneries in each district, and even
more in some districts. I will admit that last
year they were not; ail operating, but a great
many were. The fishermen in a district are
at liberty to sel! their fish to any cannery ini
that district. The hon, gentleman shakes his
head, but I say positively that that is the case.
1 shalh repeat it so that there may be no doubt
about what I arn saying. The fishermen in
any one of these districts are at perfect liberty
to sel! their fish to any cannery witbin that
district.

Mr. NEILL: Subject to this twenty-four
hour mile.

Mr. STEVENS: Certainiy, but lie is within
twentv-four hours of any point in that district.
Due to weather conditions it might be possible
that a fisherman out on the west coast of
Vancouver island couid not come around the
lower or nothern part of the island to some
remote cannery on the inside of the channel
within twenty-four hours, but there are a
number of canneries on the west coast of
Vancouver isiand quite convenient to the fish-
ing grounds where the fish are naturally
caught. The fish to wbich my hon. friend
referred that are ca.ught outside and are
brouglit into the Fraser river are largely fiali
caught by seiners out in what miglit be calied
extraterritorial waters. The fishermen on the
west coast of Vancouver isiand npar where my
hion. friend lives have a number of canneries
in that vicinity to wbich they can oeil their
fish. There are no complaints made as to the
facilities for seliing fish in that district.

This order in council which ham been be-
ieaguered so vigorously this afternoon, which
has beenl condemned by my hion. fviend, is
preciseiy in the terms of another order in
council which has been on the etatute books
-if you like to use that term-f or many
years. The hon. member has been sititing
in this bouse for seven or eight years while
that other order in council bas been in force
and hie has not said a word about it. That
order in council proscribes the movement of
fish from Qucen Charlotte isiand to the main-
land. The hion. member for Skeena (Mr.
Hanson) knows that.

An hon. MEMBER: Prescribes?

Mz. STEVENS: Proscribes the movement
of fish frorn Queen Charlotte island to the
mainland. This order in council was prompted
by the previous order which has been in force
for years. Did we hear the hion, gentleman
spend an hour and a haîf in condemning the
goverriment wbich he was supporting at that
-time because of that order in council?

Mr. NEILL: That is not in my district.
Mr. STEVENS: The hion, gentleman says

-that that is not in his district, but is the whoie
Pacifie coast in bis district? For an hour
and a baif he has been taiking about the
whole Pacifie coast. As far as the fishermen
in his district are concerned they can seil
their fish to for.ty or fifty different canneries
eontiguous to his district. The point to be
broughýt to the attention of the bouse is that
an order in counicil in precisely the samne
terms has been in force for years.


