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failure. The municipalities and the provinces
are close to bankruptcy and the governinent
now says that it bas done enough. The resolu-
tien reads in part as fallows:
-to loan money ta any province on such
ternis as may be agreed upon and to guarantee
the repayment of moneys borrowed by sucb
province and ta assist any province in any way
that may be deerned necessary or advisable to
provide for the relief of distress and the sup-
port and maintenance of those requirlng assist-
ance, and to boan money to and guarantee the
payment of money by any public corporation or
undertaking

According to this resolution the government
is leaving the whole responsibi1ity upon the
provinces, so why ail this discussion about the
trans-Canada 'highway? The government has
nothing ta do with this, it is leaving the whole
responsibility upon the provinces. Why
should we bother about the administration
of such works if the provinces are7 going te
handle everything? 1 think thé government
feels that its honour is in danger because, as
I said in a previous speech, it is scandalous
the way things have been handled in connection
with this highway. The government is leav-
ing everything to the provinces and is going
to let themn sink or swim. tDuring the dis-
cmission on bis estimates an April 28, the
Minister of Immigration and Colonization
(Mr. Gordon) is recorded on page 2452 of
Hansard as saying:

On April 8 the provincial premiers came to
Ottawa and on what remain of that day and
throughout the following day the whole situa-
tion -vas considered wifth a view ta checking
up on the work accomplished and ta formulate
a course for the future. 1 think 1 arn stating
it fairly when I say the premiers and those
representing the provinces were unanimous in
the decision that the provinces and the muni-
cipalitie ivithin those provinces were financially
unable for any length of time ta carry on the
programn of public warks projected, or ta carry,
out the scheme formulated since the last session
of parliament. Further, it was the op inion of
provincial representatives and myseif tat there
had been started public works, a portion of the
cost of which w~ould becomre a charge upon the
municipalities and provinces, which probably
should be discontinued, because the municipali-
ties and provinces, and probably the Dominion,
would flot be able ta continue them.

The Minister of Labour has permitted dis-
cussion ta continue this aiternoon in con-
nection with the trans-Canada highway, but
why does hie nlot tell us definitely whether 4he
governiment is going ta accept responsibility
in connection with this work, or whether it i-s
to be carried on under 'the exclusive fnanâge-
ment of the provinces? It is about tirie we
should know. If this work is to be undertaken
by the provinces, there is no use in discussing
it any further.

Mr. LAPOINTE. The eesolution gives
authority ta the gavernor in council ta enter
into agreemenlts with ail or any of the prov-
inces respecting relief measures, but it does
nlot state what the relief measures are ta be.
We have been told by the Prime Minister,
and I believe by the Minister of Labour, that
the policy of having work undertaken by the
government alone or in conjunction with the
provinces is ta be discarded. We have been
told that relief may be granfted in cases of
necessity; but, on the other hand, the reso-
lutiori reads:

-te boan money ta any province of suoh
terms as may be agreed upon and ta guarantee
the repayment of moncys borrowed by such
province and ta assist any province in any way
that mny be deemed necessary or advisahle ta
provide for the relief of distress and the sup-
port and maintenance of those requiring assist-
ance.

I was led ta understand, froin what the
Prime Minister said the other day, that the
policy would he te lend money ta the prov-
inces for the purpose of giving not work, but
relief, assistance-the dole, if you like. Will
the minister kindly tell us what the policy
is going ta be? Will it be merely the lending
ai xnoney by the federal gavernment to the
provinces? If sa, the government or parlia-
nient would be doing practically nothing; we
would be rnerely lending the credit of the
dominion ta the provinces in order that they
might help the unemployed by giving them
money for faod and other necessities. I do
not think we have been given alI the informa-
tion, and I would ask the minister kindly ta
tell the committee what the gavernment bas
in mind as ta how this resolution and the blII
to be based upan it will work ont in practice.

Mr. GORDON: A few evenings ago I made
some observations with reference ta the dis-
cussions which had taken place over a period
of many manths with tepresentatives ai the
various provinces with regard ta taking care
ar destitute people, such as those ta whomn
many refeeces have been made in this
debate as being in need ai shelter, food and
clothing. I arn nat at al in agreement with
those who paint such gloomy pictures. It
may be and prabably is true that there are
many people who refrain as long as tbey can
froin accepting direct relief even from their
government or their municipality, but who
ultimately have ta do sa. They have fallen
an misadventure; they are out ad work, and
provisiots has been made, and very properiy
so, that people shaîl not suifer froin laok of
food, claothing and shelter.

I do hot like ta be reiterating what the
situation was, hecause it is sa well known ta


