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Customs Tariff

because they were very diffident, not wishing to
hurt his feelings. The whole point, so far as
the great provinces of Ontario and Quebec are
concerned, is that the farmers are not prosper-
ing any more than is the western farmer, but
they do not come here in a body and ask
us all to get up and work for them, they are
trying to do what they can with their farms
to make themselves as prosperous as they
can. If the western farmer got his free
trade policy, it might help him get cheaper
products in his home, perhaps, but the farmers
of Ontario are perfectly well aware that if the
manufacturing industries of this great province
are injured, and if our population, and particu-
larly our working men, leave this country
for the United States, instead of staying in
Canada, there is going to be no prosperity
for them. Take the situation in the province
of Quebec. You have not heard any of the
members from Quebec agitate for free trade.
Far from it; they would not dare to go back
to their constituencies if they did so.

The policy of the present government seems
rather to be one of trying to make friends
of the farmers of the West and retaining
power for the time being, rather than of con-
sidering the inauguration of a policy that
would be of real value to the people of this
country. Why, sir, will anybody tell me that
the farmers in the provinces of Ontario and
Quebec do not need protection on every-
thing they produce? Take eggs for instance.
The duty on eggs entering the United States
is eight cents a dozen, whereas the Canadian
duty on eggs coming in from the United
States is three cents a dozen. The disparity
there is quite marked, but protection for the
farmers of the United States is a marked fea-
ture of their tariff. Now, it is vitally im-
portant, to my mind, that the farmers of
Ontario and Quebec, in fact the agriculturists
of the country generally, should have the
same protection, if not more, in the case of
products entering Canada from the United
States as in the case of products going into
the United States from this country. If that
policy were adopted our producers of fruit
and vegetables, for example, would be able
to sell their products when prices were firm
and the demand good; they would not, as
at present, have to content themselves with
the tail end of the market when most of the
demand had been satisfied by the Americans.

The agitation for a lower tariff practically
has arisen almost entirely in the West where
great delight is felt because there has been a
reduction in the duty on agricultural imple-

ments. This in itself is unimportant even
when taken in the aggregate. Apparently
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however the western farmer is highly pleased
because he has been able to force the gov-
ernment to take a step in the direction of
free trade.

What we want in this country is a policy
which will not only increase our industrial
development but will augment our popula-
tion. What we should strive to do is to re-
tain our present population and bring back
all those Canadians who have gone to the
United States. A proper tariff policy would
have these results. With all respect, I say
that our tariff should be raised and not
lowered, so that instead of importing nine
million dollars’ worth of agricultural imple-
ments from the United States, and seventeen
million dollars’ worth of woollen goods, we
shall not import any. My advice to Cana-
dians is: Do not import any of these goods;
raise your tariff just as the United States has
done. I do not mean to say that we should
imitate the tariff policy of the United States
in its entirety, but adopt such a policy as will
cause to be made in Canada everything that
can be produced or manufactured here. By
doing this you will be giving real protection
to our people.

A great many of our western friends, and
other people also, are of the opinion that the
manufacturers and the working men will be
the only classes to benefit if that is done.
Well, I am not in favour of allowing the
manufacturers to milk, so to speak, the farm-
ers or any other class of the community.
But what I do say is, that any work required
to be done in Canada should be done by
Canadian workmen, who, in turn, will buy
the products of the farmers. So far as the
manufacturers are concerned, I am quite sat-
isfied that my hon. friend the Acting Minister
of Finance (Mr. Robb) will see to it that
they pay their proper share of taxation; he
can be depended upon to see that the manu-
facturers do not get unduly rich. If all the
W‘O_Ek needed by Canada is done by Cana-
dians it will mean that the home market will
grow and expand. There will be more people
for the agriculturists to sell to, and the farmer
of the West will get his share in common
with the rest. I believe there are about two
and a half million Canadians in the United
States at the present time, and one of our
objects should be to get them to return to
their own country. We can get our own
people back by increasing the demand for
manufactured products, and the best way to
do that is by making a judicious use of the
tariff, just as the United States has done,
and giving the first preference in our markets
to Canadian manufacturers.
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