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COMMONS DEBATES.
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Farrow, McLelan, Woodworth.—87.

Mr. HOLTON moved in amendment :

F That the Bill be referred back to the committee, for the purpose of
amending the same, by providing that the county court judge, in each
county where there 1s such judge, shall be the revising officer for the
elestoral district or districts, or parts of an electoral district, within
such county, and in the Province of Quebec the Superior Court judge of
the judicial district, in each electoral distriet or part of an electoral dis-
trict, shall be the revising officer for such district or part of a district;
and that in any case where a judge, who is a revising officer under the
Act, shall be unable to discharge the duties of revising officet for his
entire county, or for any Jpart thereof, he shall forthwith signify such
his inability to the Chief Justice of the highest court of his Province,
and if his inability extends only to a part of his county, he shall specify
particularly which part, and such Chief Justice shall thereapon forth-
with appoint another county judge or a barrister of at least five years’
standing as revising officer in the place of the judge so signifying his
inability to act for the county or part of the county, as the cage mway be,
and the person so appointed shall have all the powers conferred upon a
county judge acting as a revising officer under this Act.

Mr. MILLS. I trust the hon. gentleman will accept this
amendment. I think he expressed his intontion to appoint
county court judges as revising barristers. I uuderstood
him to say, since that announcement was made to the House,
that he had communication with many of them, and that
they have all expressed their willingness to serve.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD. Not all,. but many of
them,

Mr. MILLS. I think, in a matter of this kind, it should
be made a matter of duty, and not of choice, on the part of
the judges, and it would remove a rerious objection to the
Bill if Parliament should indicate in it tho party who is to
be the revising officer. I think the hon. gentloman shounld
acoept the amendment. He says he is anxious to make the
Bill perfect, and we have certainly made great efforts—

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. To destroy it?

Mr. MILLS. No; for the hon. gentlemsn must admit
that a great many important chapges have been made to
the Bill. Our efforts remind me of a story which is told of
Bismarcl.,

Some hon. MEMBERS. Dispense.

Mr. MILLS., He said there was great difficulty in get-
ting His Majesty to come to the ditch ; but if he got there,
he would have no difficulty in getting him to jump. We
have had great difficulty in getting the hon, gentleman to
congent to the appointment of county court judges, and
now I think he should at least go as far as the amendment
proposes, :
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Mr. FISHER. I believe, in the Province of Quebec, the
people have been well satisfied with the manner in which
the work has been done by the municipal officers. The
voters’ lists are prepared free of cost, and I believe the
electors will feel it to be a grievance to have Government
officials going through the country doing this work for pay.
In that view, I move the following amendment :

That the said Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the Whole, for
the purpose of amending the same, so that the voters’ lists in the Pro-
vince of Quebec may be prepared by the municipal officials, in the same
manner as are now the voters’ lists for the election of members of the
Provincial Legislative Assembly of that Province.

Mr. LAURIER. (Translation.) Mr,Speaker, I think the
Lon. members on this side are perfectly right in moving thess
amendments. I know that several municipal councilsin the
Province of Quebec have passed resolutions for the same
purpoges, amongst others, the council of Beauharnois, who
adopted, at their last meeting, the following resolutions,
which I will read to the House :—

¢ MEETING OF THE 10tz JUNE, 1885.
¢ PROVINGR OF QUEBEC.

“ At a general sitting of the municipal council of the county of
Beauharnois, held in the Market Hall, in the town and county of
Beauharnois, Wednesday, the tenth day of the month of June, one
thou:and eight hundred and eighty-five, at one o’clock, p.m., accord-
ing to the provisions of the municipal code of the Province of Quebec ;

‘‘ Present : Jean Baptiste Myre, Esq, warden of the county ; I idore
Pilon, Esq., mayor of the parish of St. Timothée ; Jean Baptiste Des-
groseilliers, Esq., mayor of the parish of St. Etienne ; Henri Sauvé,
mayor of the parish of St. Stanislas de Kostka ; and Theéophile Trudel,
Esq., mayor ofp the parish of St. Clément ; being a quorum of the muni<
cipal council of the county of Beauharnois; his honor the warden teing
president.

“ The mayor of the parish of St. Timothée, seconded by the wayor of
the parish of St. Stanislas de Kostka, moves :— )

¢ That, whereas the mode followed heretofore for the drawing up and

revision of the electoral lists gives more security than the mode pro«
posed in the Franchise Bill now discussed in the House of Commons,
und;r which a revising officer shall have the absolute control of that
work ;
“ Whereas, the council in each municipality are the moat competent
authority for the drawing up of those lists and that by leaving that
right with the municipalties, the Government or corporations will
gpare & great deal of money, it be resolved : that for those reasons,
and many others, the said council are expressly oppoeed to the adoption
of such & Bill; that the council declare, without hegitation, that they
give, at the present moment, the true expression of the general dissat-
isfaction which exists in their division ;

¢ That, in consequence, the council of the county of Beaubarnois 40
protest energetically againat the adoption of such a mensure, and do
respectfully pray the Parliament of Canada to not adopt it, especially
the provisions tending to deprive the municipalities of the right to
make up and revige the voters’ lists;

“ Finally, that the secretary-treasurer be authorised to send the
member for this county, a copy of the present resolution, requesting
him earnestly to oppose all measures contrary to those wishes.

‘¢ (Signed), J. Bre. MYRE; Warden.
‘% (Signed), B. H. BISSON, Secretary-Treasurer.
¢¢ Qertified & true extraot from the Minutes Book.
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