
Ladies and Gentlemen :

It is my pleasure to announce today the presentation of two
grants, one to the Montréal Symphony Orchestra for $300 000, and
the other to the Grands Ballets Canadiens for $275 000 .

The investment being made by my department in your planned tours
abroad is a tribute both to your artistic prowess and to your
international renown .

It also expresses the appreciation of the Government of Canada
toward you as special partners in the affirmation of Canada's
distinctive cultural presence amidst the tremendous changes
taking place in the world .

By this gesture of confidence, I invite the various private-
sector partners to get involved in this remarkable expression of
creativity and thereby shine forth with you on the international
markets .

Please allow me to cite two relevant passages from the Red Book
policy statement that clearly reflect our attachment to the
promotion of Canadian culture abroad :

Culture is the very essence of national identity, the
bedrock of national sovereignty and national pride . At a
time when globalization and the information and
communications revolution are erasing national borders,
Canada needs more than ever to commit itself to cultural
development .

The same Red Book that has inspired our action states the
following :

Finding jobs, protecting the environment, enhancing national
unity, providing political security, and enriching the
cultural identity of Canadians are all goals inextricably
linked to how Canada acts in the global arena .

I intend to apply this policy statement in the framework of my
ministerial responsibilities; it is the focal point of my
attention in the foreign policy review that we have just gotten
under way .

I also intend to weave into the fabric of this review the various
threads of the cultural sector, because of its specific
contribution to our country's future .

International cultural affairs encompass my department's
activities and those of its partners who support this sector of
our national life, a sector that is unique in every way . The


