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4. My fear that Indian silence on the Hungarian situation would cause criticism in North 
America had been confirmed by the message that I had received this morning from you. 
I then read your message making clear that I had not repeat not been instructed to transmit 
it to him but that I felt that he ought to have it. I said that I would draw to your attention 
the fact that there had been no repeat no separate Indian condemnation on the Israeli attack 
on Egypt and that you must be referring to the statement of the official Indian spokesman 
on October 31 condemning the Israeli attack on Egypt and the Anglo-French invasion of 
Egypt.

5. Pillai at first took strong exception to my remarks. There was no repeat no parallel 
between what was happening in Egypt and what had happened in Hungary. Because of the 
Warsaw Pact and the request by the Hungarian government for Soviet assistance in quel
ling the revolution a cloak of legality had been cast over the Soviet action. I replied that 
that cloak had been cast aside when Nagy had denied that the Hungarian government had 
requested Soviet intervention. Pillai said that if Canada criticized India for not repeat not 
having come out strongly on Soviet action in Hungary he might similarly criticize Canada 
for not repeat not having yet issued a strong public denunciation of the aggression of 
Israel, France and the UK against Egypt.

6. I said I would not repeat not have spoken to him about your message to me if the 
question was one of recrimination. The discussion of the question of Hungary was however 
still pending before the Security Council. Would it not repeat not be possible for Nehru in 
the course of the next few days to make his position clear. The people of Hungary had put 
on one of the most gallant demonstrations of courage which the world had seen in many 
years. They had been fighting for national freedom against foreign domination. I could if 
1 wanted to quote statements made by Nehru during the course of the Indian struggle for 
freedom which could be applied unchanged to the Hungarian struggle.

7. Pillai said that I was the only diplomatic representative here who had expressed to him 
criticism of Indian inaction in relation to Soviet aggression in Hungary. The Prime 
Minister’s time was so occupied that it would be impossible for Pillai to speak to him 
about what 1 had said. We felt that if he were to report in a memorandum it would have an 
unfortunate effect. He suggested that the next time a convenient opportunity arose when I 
was talking to Nehru I might raise the matter with him delicately perhaps not repeat not in 
reference to Hungary but in reference to what might happen in another country e.g. 
Roumania.

8. I had hoped that by raising this issue I might evoke from Pillai the reply that though 
India had remained silent in public it had brought pressure to bear on the USSR through 
diplomatic channels. Unfortunately no repeat no such approach was made to the USSR. 
The only action which the Prime Minister did take to show his sympathy for the revolut
ionaries in Hungary was to give orders that the telegrams which he had received from 
Hungarian émigrés imploring his assistance should be published since he wanted the peo
ple of India to know that he was in touch with these émigrés.

9. From my experience in the past in dealing with Pillai I think that what I have said to 
him of your views may encourage him to urge Nehm if not repeat not to say something 
about Hungary soon at least to speak quickly if another situation on the Hungarian pattern 
arises.

10. I should be glad to know if you wish me to pursue the matter with Nehm the next 
time I see him.

[E.] REID


