(b) As provided for in human rights and other applicable
international instruments, freely to publish, impart or disseminate to
others views, information and knowledge on all human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

(c) To study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the observance,
both in law and in practice, of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms and, through these and other appropriate means, to draw public
attention to those matters.”

Article 8 deals with the conduct of public affairs:

L8 1) Everyone has the right, individually and in association with
others, to have effective access, on a non-discriminatory basis, to participation in
the government of his or her country and in the conduct of public affairs.

2) This includes, inter alia, the right, individually and in association
with others, to submit to governmental bodies and agencies and organizations
concerned with public affairs criticism and proposals for improving their
functioning and to draw attention to any aspect of their work that may hinder or
impede the promotion, protection and realization of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.”

Article 14 imposes duties on states regarding access to international human materials by

civil society:

i) The State has the responsibility to take legislative, judicial,
administrative or other appropriate measures to promote the understanding by all
persons under its jurisdiction of their civil, political, economic, social and
cultural rights.

2) Such measures shall include, inter alia:

(-]

(b Full and equal access to international documents in the field of
human rights, including the periodic reports by the State to the bodies
established by the international human rights treaties to which it is a
party, as well as the summary records of discussions and the official
reports of these bodies.”

As a resolution of the General Assembly, the Declaration carries no legal weight of its
own. However, the Declaration clearly contemplates participation in reporting and
monitoring as a legitimate and even desirable NGO activity. When read in conjunction

with the growing body of practice and statements on the matter, the Declaration indicates



