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shr h ate of its prdcso?. r we going

to revalue the toit of the United Nations, to give i

the athoeity, the responsibility and the support

wh~ich it must have if it is to play its proper part

ina srapidly changingworld? If we do notwant history

IpqFOUNDE ASSMPTIN
When tht United Nations came into hein1 it was

assurned that its effective operation wouni depend

upon the gaeat powers acting in harm<>ny with one

anteIt was assumed thet the United Nations

would ho sitpported and sustained hy the strength

ot the great powers. And that assumrption applied,

of curse wih particuier force to the functions

hicte Untd Nations was expected to discharge

in tht iaatter of keeplng the peace. In the event,

thseasumption tailed to materialize. Instead of

drawing on the strength of the great powers to

bigsituations of conflict and instability under

cot*l the probleni for tht United Nations become

on of inuaigsacl situationis froin great-powtnr

inunlmntvrent. Needless to say, in those citciflfstaflces

PRO3.EM OF NEW NATIONALISM

t4ow 1 think it ls fair to say that, when the Se(

World War endedI, thtre was a broad disposition~

do that, to work together for the achievement

mort rational world orcler. To some extent this

poiinha cotn . It i cetaily atthe bas

whatwe hve ben ale p sçcompish over

past two decades in working together internatio1

towards commn objective.~ But, in the intervel

20 years, the wot hasr changd.~ In-any coqntr

recovery and reconstruction have led to ai resuri

sease of nation~al identity- And in scores of

countries tht current of nationalism which prope

these countries to lsn4ependent nationhood has

tinued to flow strongly.
1 amrn ot litre concerned vwith an assessmen

nationlism. 1 amn incllned, in tact, to thiink tai

penduhitn may have swung, th&t nat ionalsrnm

entered ino a new phase. Certain<ly, the canstril

ipa~ct it lias on the nation-bYuilding process ca

lie seriously disçounted, particularly in tht

countries. What 1 amn concernied to argue is tha

conditions prevailing at the end of the Second

7> t -i cniininw h mon ttnded to focus

hpsand aspirations 4beyond the national hoi2

no ongr ppl i quite tht sanie mesret

is relevant to any aunlymis oûf the presoat pol

of the United Nations. When the United Nations

into boing in 1945, it lied 51 founmlng mera

wmt <Mâinritv of the new members have dif!


