
INTRODUCTION

South Africa is a nation plagued by a history of institutional racism and structural inequality
which relegated approxiinately 80 per cent of its population to live under the inhumane laws of
apartheid. WThen the dismantling of the apartheid system began in 1990, the world celebrated the
emergence of a new, truly demnocratic regimne for the citizens of this country. The first
democratic elections in 1994, which brought to power Nelson Mandela and the African National
Congress (ANC), ushered in a new era of hope for equality and social justice to become a reality
for people of ail racial backgrounds. The "rainbow nation" has made notable progress even
while severely burdened by the inheritance of a crippled tate, massive economic inequity and
political upheaval.

Over 40 years of extreme oppression and inhuxnanity took its toil on both the people and

the land of this country, leaving concentrated pockets of urban wealth encompassed by
overpopulated, squalid townships and vast, poverty-stricken rural areas. While the apartheid
regime struggled to maintain power and stability during the 1980's the majority of South African


