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CANADA’S FOREIGN POLICY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Canada’s Commitment to
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Susfamable Forest Management

chieving sustainable management for other countries, they are an there has been a proliferation of
f Canada’s and the world’s forests  important source of fuel and shelter, forests-related initiatives, and this
is clearly one of the most important and a means of rapid economic trend will accelerate as the 1995

and challenging environmental foreign

development.

review of forests at the UN

policy issues now facing Canada. It is T Commission on Sustainable
an issue driven as much by our Thé folnciaion of Canfian Development (CSD) approaches.
domestic economic and social interests ‘ ; £ e
! o environmenial foreign policy suggests This issue of Global Agenda focuses
as by environmental concerns. The i i : e
importance of forests to our domestic j onwhﬁrale?ndjhlo‘vvr(;anadaisgcmve
economy is well-known; valued at MMW’””‘“"“S@“‘”“ ' o st Offo rouet Highhghted
approximatly $40 bﬂho;l il o ’ , is our role in the global dialogue on
by o g sustainable manner, ensuring that the  forests at the CSD, and in the technical
s , . dialogue on forests starting with the
m:m:;‘g ;‘;’;gahnoe mullﬁ?le values of]‘bm&s are respected. Conference on Security and Co-
contributor o our nation’s ; operation in Europe (CSCE) Seminar
Frodia o mtal pery I i“ e Canadasdxplonmﬂceﬂ’onsareaimed onTemperateandBoreatFm
forestsplaYanimportantrolem at building a shared understanding hosted Ly S iy Mane el s -
dowtig ol ; o - of sustainable forest management that September 1993. Also highlighted is
biodiversity, andprotect;ngwatemheds takes into consideration the different how Canada is working at a practical
L ity Hittahatance of ol nations. At level with other countries to establish
& .j:" gh o viability fom 'gm present, while there are many visions a global network of “model forests” as
panome:"‘“] ’“,fabmbff Aboriging]l  Of What constitutes sustainable forest a channel to share information and
& nnithes wiid ciad dian management, there is no clear, scientifi-  technology on sustainable forest
society as a whole. cally based, broadly agreed definition management. All of thege effoq:s are
' of how to manage forests sustainably. geared toward stronger international
The events over the past year m the Al Bome Chiada Has & piew agreement and co-operation on
Canrtian province of Bivah Golumbla ~ Notional Forest Strategy, enided srimngrten ity Al
demonstrate the difficulty of merging ~“&mmmmbfme§;?efmmm . to set out predictable and
these different visions and ‘ Connniunl:nfto;;ot ev:a;ls eﬁsalltowas environmentally sound rules on their
m:s Sglnts% :s l:;nud management g o 1 thiicn ghmmm ol co_mmercml exploitation.
concerned. At the same time, there is discussion. This five-year strategy Thg debute op howgv o det
no broadly agreed international -Ponkins over 50 commitments 1o and Auphreas :su.stau;able bowst
yardstick to measure the B.C. land ‘action, and has been endorsed by gement will fgflugl

decision for Clayoquot Sound, or to
assist governments in attempting to
achieve a reasonable balance among

over 30 organizations including
provincial and federal governments,

~ representatives of industry, wildlife,

discussions on trade and environment,
development and environment, and
conservation and exploitation. The

o nature and conservation non debate is being carried out in the
cHeiog T, governmental organizations (NGOs), United Nations, the General Agree-
The challenges facing Canada and Aboriginal groups and foresters. ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT),
the Government of British Columbia : the Organization for Economic Co-
extend equally to the international Agreement on the many and diverse o i0h and Development (OECD)

arena, because forests represent
different values in different countries.

aspects of the global forests issues can
only be reached through a global

and on bilateral agendas. In all these
venues, Canada’s goal is to reach a

¢ commitment to work together. The harad ettt ‘
E)o; bygone ag?g?,ggeriﬁoﬁa Yol adoption of the Guiding Principles on zompeﬁu[;lgdﬁmm:gl fn(:lf ll;hh‘;lOSOPl'll Sl
wilderness, while for others they are g?r&;ts 5 tl}e 1,99 2 Earth Summit in visions about where forests fit into our
the basis for a significant part of a O de Jangis s Wi SpaHtant step social, cultural, environmental and

modern economy, like Canada. ‘Again

toward this agreement. Since then,

economic lives. iy
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