The House may notice that no food aid‘has‘been allocated at this
time for Ethiopia and a few other past‘recipients, while current allocations
to Bangladesh and the:Sahel are constderab]y 1ower than they were last year.
It should therefore bedemphasized-that the present allocations are preliminary
‘and will be_revised as hoth CIDA and the.Department of Agriculture obtain
adequate.informatton tO'assess the real needs of prosoective recipients It
should also be recogn1zed that the changes in the a]]ocat1ons follow from the
_ sh1ft in the structure of the Canad1an Food Aid program, since some countr1es
requ1rements,vwh1ch were,met last year with bilateral a]1ocat1ons, will be
~satisfied this year by muitilateral agencies to which Canadafs contribUtions,
as noted earlier, have more than quadrup]ed |

Moreover, some 1mprovement in both the crop and food supp]y s1tuat1ons
of some rec1p1ents has fortunate]y been reg1stered recently. In Ethiopia,
for examp]e,Agood crops have obviated the}need_for as much food aid as was
‘originally p]anned' 5'000 metric tons of wheat credited ‘to CIDA's 1974-75
budget, w111 be de11vered in May for d1str1but1on in southern Eth1op1a where
a modest shortage st1]] ex1sts ~The food s1tuat1on in Ethiopia is being
mon1tored very c]ose]y and 1f more Canad1an aid is requ1red and conditions
perm1t its de11very and d1str1but1on th1s year, the reserve fund cou]d be
used to provide such ass1stance It shou]d be noted that recent disturbances
in Ethiopia have made de11ver1es h1gh1y prob]emat1c, since only one port,
DJ1b0Ut1, is not contro]]ed by 1nsurgents and 51nce th1s pont has 11m1ted

hand11ng capacity.



