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The 12-minute ferry link between downtown and North Vancou ver is one element in a
master design tha t also includes passenger terminais and city buses. Seabus, which
carnies 8 000-12 000 passengers daily, was designed by Case Existological Limited.

good example, is the commuter link
joining Vancouver and North Vancouver
across two nauticai miles of Burrard Inlet.

Seabus, a remarkabiy successfui com-
muter ferry, appears at fîrst glance to be
just that - a ferry.

Not so, said Murdo Smith, one of its
designers, who is now with SHM Marine
International lncorporated of Victoria.

Seabus is more correctiy a whoie transit
system - a floating bus iink that biends
with shore-based buses at either end.

The land bus, terminal and ferry com-
bination began operation in 1977. It
carnies 8 000-12 000 people a day "99.9
per cent on time", according to Seabus
manager Charles Spratt.

"The various features had been done

somewhere else - mass transit terminais
are flot new, nor are passenger ferries,"
said Mr. Smith. "Its uniqueness as a
design project was in the biending of the
varîous features into a successfui operat-
ing system."

Aston Martin interior
Not many people know that the interior
of the $100 000 Aston Martin grand tour-
ing car was designed by a Toronto f irm.

Four years ago Kuypers Adamson
Norton Limited won the contract iargeiy
because of their experience in designing
eiectronics systemrs. The electronics give
the driver data on the engine, running gear
and such things as the adhesion factor of
the road surface. For Geraid Adamson,
Ianding the deai for the British-buit car
has heiped popularize his job description.

"Our identity as industrial designers
was greatly increased when we started to
work with Aston Martin," he recais. "Ail
of a sudden people knew who we were.
They'd say, 'Oh yeah, industrial designers,
of course....' i guess there's an easy asso-
ciation between industrial designers and
automobiles, and anything to do with a
160 kiiometre an hour car has an excite-
ment about it."

(Article by Peter Twidale in Transpo
81, Fa/I/A utum n.)

US agency finds Canadîan measures flot subsiies

Minister of State (International Trade)
Gerald Regan said he was satisfied with
preliminary findings by the United States
Commerce Departiment that programs to
provide subsidies to Canadian producers
of softwood lumber, shingles and shakes,
and fencing, were insignificant and, as a
result, an interim counitervailing duty
wouid not be imposed on Canadian ex-
ports to the United States.

"I arn particularly pleased that the
United States Commerce Department,
after consideration of the factuai infor-

r mation provided by both the federal and
provincial agencies involved, concluded
that Provincial stumnpage practices are not

e subsidies," said Mr. Regan.
r- The United States Commerce Depart-

ment has been investigating a petition by

le certain US producers of lumber and other
fe softwood products that the Canadian

lumber industry is subsidized and that
Canadian exports to the United States

;n have materiaîîy injured the US industry.
id The .petitioners are seeking countervail-

A ing import duties to offset the benefit of

these alleged subsidies. A variety of
federai and provincial industry assistance
programs, as weiI as provincial practices
and pricing for stumpage (timber cutting
rights) were aileged to be subsidies. The
United States Commerce Department has
been investigating whether these pro-
gramrrs and practices are, in its view, sub-
sidies.

The US goverfiment agency announced,
March 8, that, although provincial stump-
age practices are not subsidies, certain
other federal and provincial industrial
assistance programs, such as the regionai
development incentives program and
other loan and grant programs, are, in its
view, subsidies. However, the value of the
assistance provided, when factored over
the value of Canadian production (about
$5 billion in 1982), only amounted to .32
per cent for lumber, .24 per cent for shin-
gles and shakes, and .29 per cent for fenc-
ing. In view of this de minimis finding,
countervailing duties will not be imposed.

Department making a final subsidy deter-
mination on May 23, 1983. If the final
subsidy determination is also negative,
the investigation is ended. If the final
subsidy determination is affirmative,
however, the US International Trade
Commission would then be required to
make a final determination of material
injury by August 8, 1983. If no materiai
injury is found, the case wiil be termi-
nated.


