
TIE IMPERIAL COMMEENCE

GREAT moments of history are often recognized as suchonly in the light of alter knowledge. Even the chief
pemngeson the stage of events are sometimes only pàrtly

ajive c ither to the nature of the issue at stake, or te the pro-
~bIbe reBuits of their individual actions. They are full of
motives, proceeding either frein impulse or conviction, and
when the. criais cornes they act as it were automiatically, and
in &cordance with their former selves. So far they play
ther natural parts. But the consequences of their doinga
ca best be estimated at some distance from the transactions
in which they have shared.

A great imperial drarna is now again being set for our
4-Britisli stage. The unfolding of the issue ought te take

nooe unswares. For there have been rehearsals, and the
m.In parts should by this time be well known. It isto be
hoped that ail who are privileged te share in the action wil
be animated from first te last by a consciousness of the impor-
tane of the. rÔles entrusted te thein. What our representatives

my do or net do ini London next month wiil eventually in-
fucethe. whele course of British history. They have had
pinyof time te think, and new that the heur for action ha.

«Tved, they should be prepared te give reasons for the faith
na i n them, even though the full consequences of their

attiude ay stili b. hidden both from thein and frein us.
And what shall be said of the speetators of this drama?

Evr one who i. at ail fainiliar with conditions ini Great
Bianknews with what good ground, up te recent years, the

,cag could have been mnade that the old land was "uncon-
scou of lier Empire." She did net know, in short, that she

ba a Empire, or only woke up at intervals te realize the
f&t. Ail that haà te a. great extent been remedied. There


