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Municipal Affairs in Alberta

Thi. followinq je a partial report f rom OopUty Minîser John
Perrie, of Saskatchewan's, Growth in Municipa Affaire
Last Year.

"The year ending December 31, 1914, was a year of de-
,elopm-ent in municipal affairs througlbout the province.
The abnormal financiai conditions brought about by the out-
break of the war and other economic conditions has, of
course, interfered with progress to a certain extent in some
m1unicipalities, but on the whole they have corne through
the year very successfully. Unfortunately in portions of
the southern part of the province there was almost a total
crop failure and this has placed the municipalities affected
in a rather difficuit position. We trust, however, that the
year 1915 will bring conditions which will relieve the situ-
ation.

Th~e year 1914 was the second year since rural municipal
organization was provided for, and the progress that has

been made by the rural municipalities that carried on busi-
ness during the year 19213 was very mnarked indeed. It is
noted that our rural municipalities appreciate the self-gov-
erning powers of dealing with local matters, conferred up-

on thern bY their organization, and while it is a new system
of organization, and many of the electors are nôt oniy

strangers to each other, but strangers to the country and
to our forms of government, the resuits have been very
satisfactory. The work of taking over the flnancing of the

school districts, dealing with questions relating to stock
running at large, public heaith, and so on, have brought
before them niew and sometimes difficult problems, but the
councils of the different municipalities are taking hold of

them in a manner that will no doubt bring successful re-
sults.

During the year 1914, 1 visited a number of our rural
,xunicipalities and was inuch impressed wlth the earnest and
businessIlike manner in which the different councils were
dealing with their work, and as long as they do this, and
as long as the electors take an active and intelligenit in-
tp.rp.t in the work of the municipality, there ls bowxd to be

and to Incur beavy lndebtedness which may become too
great a load for the future bona fide residents of the muni-
cipality to keep up since the expected growth ls frequently
flot realized. The failure of the municipality to reach the
size expected is not usually because of any unfavorable con-
ditions in the locality but simply because the majority of
our turban mrunicipalities being located] in what ils strictly
an agricultural country can neyer be large centres of popu-
lation. This'idea of future greatness is, 1 arn sorry to say,
too frequently fostered by irresponsible parties who have
somretbing to gain and niothing to lose by the muulcipallty
golng into larger indebtedness tban le warranted by actual
conditions, and some mneasure of control whereby aIl re-
quests for debenture indebtedness must be approved by
some independent authorlty before snch indebtedness can
be incurred would, 1 think, be of great assistance to these
municipalities and to the credit of the proviiýce as a whole.

WOMEN JUDGES.
Calgary, Alberta, has now two women judges. The first

appolnted was Mrs. R. R. Jarnieson, wldow of the late R.
R. Jaioformer Superintendent of the Canadiau Pacife
Rallway. The second judge Is Mrs, Langford, widow of the
late Rev. Fred. Langford, and daugbter o! Dr. John BuW-
wash of Victoria University. Calgary women are hoping
soon to have a woman's court and women jurors.

UNION OF SASKATCH EWAN MUNICIPTLITI ES.
The tenth annual convention of the Union o! Saskatche-

wan Municipalities was beld recently at Humboldt, when
fi-. f,,lln,,,,o ,,frl,, wo nnnltted: President. O. J. Go!-
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