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arranged in accordance with the plan
foliowed by lead*ng authorities in sta-
tîstical research, whereby a definite

eareof the phenomena might be
nbtained. That measure was found
to be, in the case of the lowcr-paici
members of the service, an advance
Of 34 per cent. during the decade,
and in the case of the higher paid of-
fif*als an aaneOf 28 per cent.

Thiese st Nstc ere prepared in
Jufle, 190)7. Shortly after that daite
a period of extreme stringency in thie
money market set in, the produet
largzely of conditions outside of Can-
ada and aI the extraordinary expan-
sion of ail branchies of *ndlustry with-
in the Dominion itself. As, a result,
certain raw miaterials, and, later, cer-
tain w%%holesale commodities began ta
recede from the high price-lev-els

estal'sed y the continuous ad-
vances of the past several years. A.s
this- tend-ency was, stili in progress
durîng Oc-tober, at which time the
Commission ceased the taking of evi-
dence, the_ Association thought ":t ad-
visable to draw attention t-) certain
fundamental considerations involved
in the current situation, whWch wvould
have t he effect, in its opinion, of pýer-
petuating the diaiiisunder which
the or-dina1ry Consumer found himself.
These were, very briefly, the period
of developcent, in the wýay chiefly of
land settiement and of ratlwayt con-
struction uipen which the country has
entecred and which is bound to con-
tinue for years to comne; the greatly
increased annual production and cor.
sequent cheapening of gold as the
purchasing medium ; and the slowness
of retail prioes te rendt te any but
tnarked and prolonged alterations in

S the wholesale level. It is in the way
cf examining the action of ordinary
consumption prices since the period
of the stringency and in the light of
actual experience during the past
seven rnonths, that the Association
begs leave te add a word to-day; forý.

thuhit is matter of como know-
legetat there has beet an intensi-

ficatioI , n ecently rather than an azneli-
orat on in the high eost of living, the

desire of the Association throughout
has bcm- to submit as definite and ex-
plicit information as possible in ail
its reprcsentaÉons on this point.

Within the past ten days, accord-
inglv, the Association has again con-
ýultcd the leadîng retailers and others
fromn whom its previous facts were
obtaineýd, in order to ascertain what
changes, if any, other than those of
a sesnlcharacter, have occurred
in the pric-es wh*ch reside.nts of Otta-
waý ha\te had to pay for staple corn-
modities since the date of the earlier
enquiry, viz. : june, 1907. W%'thout
recurring in detail to the scope of th~e
prc_ý,ious in\esýtigation, the resuits in
the serlgroups then covered niay
bu brielly indicated as follows:

Mýeaits and Fi.sh.-Freszh and salt-ed
mreats, after an interval of low prices
caused by heavjy autumin marketings,
aref again on hî'gh levels and promise
to exceed last summner's prices by a
widc inargin. Pork, bacon, lard,
etc., are rapidly advanc*ng. The ad-
vances prev-iousýly shown were from

25 to 5o per cent. Fish prices haveè
remained firmn, with an upward ten-
dency. The previous advance shown
was fromi 30 to 300 per cent.

Dairy Prodiuce.-M.ýilk is one cent
per quart dearer than at this time las t
y ea1r. Butter and eggs have 'been
fromn 12 'ý te 15 per cent. higher ail
winter than a yecar ago. The former
is at the present time 3 tc, 5 cents per
lb). dearer than during the correspond-
ing peri.od of' i907, though the latter
declined at an earlier date this spring
than iast owing to the m*lder weath-
er. Cheese remnain 's very high. in
the decade, the încreases in this de-
partment rantged from 20 to, SoD plo.
cent.

Groceries aod Provisions.-In the~
past ten years, grOceries and provi-
sions were shown to have advanced
25 tO 30 per cent. In the past lifle

months there have been further slight
advances in a few lines, notably in
tinned goods. Fleur has advanced
3.5 per cent. and sugar io per cent.
since last autumn, owing to crop con-
ditions. Bread is at presefit 12 cents


