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lier plastic state of wonder sbould
grow constantly more philosophic as
she learlis that the college halls are
always quiet till the Diviniity students
returii. " They niake by far the niost
noise'' "they yell so loud," she is
told. A.vision of ber hoie pastor, a
comparitively young mari perhaps iii
sober-suited black, conies before lier,
and hier wildest streteli of imagination
fails to picture him as ever feeling tbe
least inclitiation to shout or tear bis
gown iii a free fight with kindred
spirits, as~ she learils embryo ministers
are wont to do.

Just wby the minister particularly
should be credited with sober propen-
sities it is bard to say. The doctor
cornes iii touch with as mucli of the
gray side of life surely! Vet should
the doctor take to turning hand-springs
dowil the street, or the grocer indulge
in a few preliminary scuffles with the
school master of a fine moring, there
Would be less surprise occasiolied, than
by the minister's becoming hilarious
even to the extenit of some ear piercing
yells. It is flot that such habits would
be at ail condexnned, but siiply that a
lilnister is not supposed to have atiy
leaninigs that way.

It is an open question whetber the
Corrinion view should be fostered or
discouraged. That the gelieral public
should expect from. their nîinisters a
certaini reserve, which they do tiot de-
n'and from their doctors or their
lawYers seems at first sight to augur

ill for the ministers. It points to a
Curtailmient of animal spirits not pleas.
ant for the blithe young nil to
conitenhplate who feels birnself called
upomi to preach. We rather admire
that persistenitîy sunnly-temipered youth
Who was warned that wlien hie took a
charge " hie would have to sober
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down. "Sober down?"I Nothle! He
intended to have as nitich fun on bis
charge as hie ever had had ini college.
No doubt lus charge would value bis
good-bunior quite as mucli as bis col-
lege associates ever did. A minister's
position indeed is apt to conduce to
sobriety, and af ter all it is tbe ministers
tliemselves nmore than the general
public, wbo are respolisible for the
traditional ligbt iii whicbi they are re-
garded. The pastor who is bound to,
" find earth not gray but rosy, heaven
ilot dark but bright of hue," may
think the process bard sornetimes, but
in persevering is sure to turn the
silver linings of the clouds out for bis
parishioners as well as for bimself.

There is nevertheless a certain re-
serve which bovers over the real
minister as suc/i and when regarded
as the mouthpiece of the Spirit of
Truth. This view of the minister it
is, which makes the uninitiated some-
times wonder, when first meeting the
students of Divinity, how seriously
they have undertaken their life-work.
But life-work iii any sphere is serious
after all, and George Herbert's glorifi-
cation of the honest sweeping of a rooni
is true enough. We do not demand
a grave and reverend aspect as a fitting
testimony to the sanctity of the minor
spirit, and the optimismr whicb will
snîile "wheil everything goes dead
wrong'' is the very elixir of life.

But this certain and indefinable re-
serve is vainable to, auid ini keeping
wîth that spirit Of reverence which
must enter into real greatness. Wbile
we do miot waiit to see a nîinister 's
calling brauded across lis forehead
and living in Ilis, every movemt±nt,
nevertbeless we as fervently deplore
tliat other extretille of bebaviour wbich
turus a niai' ilxdo a living apology for


