
318 THE WEEK.
THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY.

By far the most remarkable politici
phenomenois of the day is, urquestionabli
the rapid growth of democracy. The tr
umjihant dcmand of the people of Belgiui
for universal suffrage, the wonderful sprea
of socialismn in Germany, the strong mov(
ment just now commenced in Austria fe
an extension of the suffrage, the rapi
strides wbich England is making towards
comtplete systcm of local self-governmen
and a "'one-man, one-vote " franchise, th
astonishing develapmnent of the farmerk
movement in the United Sýatos and Cana
da-what are ail these recent events whicl
occur to us ait the moment, and many kmn
dred ones which might easiiy be enumer
ated, but sa many indications that the timi
is near when-for weal or woc-the sceptri
of autbority in naticinal life wiil bu in th(
bande of the niassts, who will make anc
unmake constitutions and goveru moents ai
will. The certainty of this resuit ariseE
froni the fact that the great change which
is taking place over a large part of the
civilized world ia in its very nature such
that it gains momentum as it proc eds.
Every step taken in the direction of au ex-
tended franchise mnake8 the next step casier,
espccially when constitutiomil aietbods are
followed. So long as tbe vating pow r is
in the banda of the few the constitutional
rigbt to extend it to others r miains with
that; few, and they are naturally cautious
and conservative in regard to parting with
any portion of their prerogative. Other
classes, stronger numericaiiy, and more dis-
posed ta band down the privilege, appear
as we descend in the scale. llence it is
pr tty safe to predict that once the proces
of widening the field of electoral priviiege
bas been begun, no istopping place can be
found cither in logic or in practice, until
the sea-level of universal suffrage ahaîl have
been reacbed. After tbat-what ? The
millennium or-the delugIi

What will be the ultiinate results of the
coming universal suffrage in, lot us say,
Anglo-Saxon counitries, no one can fort tell.
The experirnint bas been tried longcr and
more thoroughly in the United States than
in any other country in modern times.
That the rosults bave been'and still are
startling enougb in somo respects, muet be
confessed by aIl who know anything of the
politicai life of that country. But it must,
be borne in niind that the conditions
under which the oxperiment bas bitherto
been carried on in the United States are in
many respects peculiar. The influx of
millions of the lowest and noat, ignorant
classes from ail parts of the world bas
greatiy compiicatied the question. Very
many of there immigrants, as is well known,
have been utterly unused ta the working
of free institutions and, consequently, con-
stituted about as unpromising inaterial as
can well be conceived with which ta try the
universai suffrage experiment. And yEt it

ii-, perliaps, not too mucb ta say that in ti
United States the lowest level of politic

al immorality se(ms ta bave been reacheg
', and that there are very hopeful indicatior
i-of an upward tendency. The gradui

il weakening of the Ilmachine " in nationi
d politics, the riso and influence of the Ilmiii

wumps," the graduai extinction of th
r Il spoils " system in the civil service, an
d sucb incidents as the recent sentencing of
a wealtby Il boss " te a long ternu of imprisot
t ment for an electioneering fraud, may b
e referrcd ta in illustration of our uîeanin,
') The rapid growtb of the spirit of indepen

-dence of party in Canada may be instancei
ias an indication of the samne hopeful king
-here, though we have not yet reached th,
-universal suffrage stage.

inl France, it must bu confessed, the
sevidences that popular governînent is work-
3ing migbtily in the in «terestas of either stabil
1ity or righiteousness are not s0 clear as on(

could wiab. In Germany, and espccialiy ii
1Austria, whore there is still a large infusion

of absolutisîn in legisiation and administra-
tion, it will be wonderful if the triumph of
democracy is achlieved witbout rcvolutions,
though it is possible that these may be
bloodless. The mention of revolutions sug-
gests that it is aiways possible that the band
on the dial p'ate of popular enfranchise-
ment may lie turned hackward, and the
era of personai goverrnment restore<l by the
strong hand of some political or miiitary
genius. Faiiingt bis and suppasing the forces
of Socialismi ta becoinetriumphant, as thoy
are quite likely tado inthe near future in
Gcrmany, conjecture loses itself iii the vain
teffort ta forecast tLe result. Universal miii-
tary drill bas made Germiany an army of
warriors. A generation under saciaiistic
awpices would transformi the national char-
acter whotber for butter or for worse. It
is possible that the warrior instinct, trans-
mittet hrough sa many centuries, might
survive, though oven that mnay lie doubted.
With the disappearance of Fersonai and
dynastic jealousies and ambitions, the chief
inceiitive ta war would probabiy vanish,
eveli if international tradc-unionism fails
ta give it its duathblow.

Thougb Great Britain bas already ad-
vanced far on the bigh road ta democracy,
the forces of the latter are stili far from hav-
ing free play in the Mothor Country. Thero
are nat wanting indications that a criais is
approaching. It would not be surpriBing
should hereditary prerogative scion fuel caîl-
ed upon ta makre its final stand. In any
case one tries in vain ta forecast the end.
Redistribution or nationalization of thuland
would prababiy be one of the firstfruits of
triumphant democracy. That in itsoif
wouid work so tremendous a change and
would bring s0 many others in its train,
that the England of old would hardly bie long-
er recognizable. Whether histary would re-
peat itself, and the eara of national decline
date from the completed political and social
revolution ; whether some great internaI
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ie convulsion would introduce a new ersa ofa
al military or dynastic rule ; or whettier the we

1,forces of radicalisua will prove equal tO the ii
ls task of maintaining a htable self-govern' pli

ilnient, based on principles of justice, jnteg* th(
il rity, and ûqual rights, may be known inl the in

early part of the twentieth century. it thi
.e must be admitted that the rapid spread 0' Jo

d education and intelligence among the in as-, a
a es imiportii into the problem a new conditi0U an

tra
1i. whichi goes far to render the past history rel
e worthless as a guide to the future. ýVbOý art

'.seemas now certain is that the demiocrato sic

movejiient bas attained a momentun whchag
1 assures its triumph at no disant day. Bo(11
1 wisdom and moderation and courage 01 rel

toewho have been so long the rllg ei

classes may retard, ortheir hlindness Or O' hie
stinacy riay hasten the consumimetion,butlt wl

*seems well-nigh impossible that anYthisl i
*can avert the final issue. it

We did not approach the quebtion leli h(
the hope of being abie to throw any !ight edi

* upn i. Bu itis ueles toshu ou
uponit.But t i uslessto hut ur Yeo col

*to the tendencies of the changes which ore t
constantly going on before then, and there Qni
can be no harm in thinking or speculaillg
with reference ta whist the end is iikelY to on
be. Perbaps the most obvious fact in con ert
nection with the democratic movelieultt h

apart froin its socialistic aspects, is thât li

is a continuai procession from one int
mediate goal to another, without any u'i'Pe
mate resting-place in view. If it bas a r01  80
ing general principle, it is thlat of death thl

privilege in every formn and the concentra' liv
tion of ail rule in the people, in such Dau' go
ner that everyone shall caunt one, withOlt n~i
distinction of pasýtion or st'x. But there 1s C0i
little evidence that the masses, or even
those who are their leaders and nmOutb* i
pieces for the time being, look so far ahedl d
as that, or have their eyes flxed on 'Dynlo
thing beyond the immediate change Or of

"reformn " which is for the moment Upper' r
most in their minds. Possibiy this i5iinte
such a matter, a source of strength ratherVi
than of weakness. Too comprehensiive Or be
far-seeing a habit sametimes puzzles fle
wili, and hinders the purpose frain takir g
the name of action. 4h.

RELIGIOUS iNsrRucrioN iN scfIOOLPe
th,

The suiject of religious instructionl in k
the schooils, to which an article in these lit
columns was reci ntly devoted, is confessedi
difficuit, and as confessedly persiste'nt. ; o!
wili not down, and the existence of Or lie
public schoolpi, in effici<-ncy at leatt "tOb4
depend upon some definitesettlement 0f tlhe th
question whetber we will itor not f 0rf
the religions element in man's nature f'o9 il
en essential a part thereof that any OOeit
of education which ignores it cannot stand' th
You may throw nature out with a forl 00r h0
H-orace wrote nearly two thousand Yesr t'.
since, but constantly will she return. Atkt
non-religious society is a monstrosit , 0* th l
establishment of a non-religiaus schOl1 i i
violation of the very instincts of hufflanity 'l
We may go further and say that the ers
object for whicb public scobols are i ntitutel


