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" UIALVRIS EXIGUl JA(TU tO'd 1'eESA QUeJ[SCUNT."

Se used the Roman Virgil
To bush the strife of becs,

Wbon hive, with bive contended
Benesth bis Matuau trees:

Tbey mot-t like human arniies,
Like meno they c-arge, tbey thrtist

l'o quell the war, you sprinkîc
A bandful cf dry dust.

t)fitful înan's emotion,
O changeful hopes and fears,

" toars that end in Iaugbter,
0 aught r orthier tcars,

" stormful fateful passions,
Amibition, batred, tust,-

Hew very stilt ye stumibor
Beneath iîcw little tlust.

- G. A. Chadwick.

A RUtSSIAN V ERSION 0F TrIE LIGHtT BIRIGADE CHARGIE.

REUTERS, speciai correspondent now in Russia met in
the course cf bis investigations a steward, Ivan Ivanovitclî,
Who had been through the Crinîcan War. Uc was wounded
at the battîe of Balaclava, snd gave the correspondent a
Vivid description cf the charge cf the Ligbt Brigade. " Wc
were se serry fer theni," hp said, " they wcre such fine
fehlows, sud they batl sncb splendid bei-ses. It was the
iuaddest thing that was ever donc. I caunot uudcrstaud
tt. They broke through our linos, teck our srtillery, sud
thon, iustead of capturiug Ouîr guns sud tîsking off with
them, they went fcr us. I hsd Mbeen in the charge cf the
Ileavy Brigade in the merning, sud was slightly wounded.
We liad att unsaddied sud werc very tired. Sîîddenly we
were told 1 the Engbish are coming.' 1'Confound thom,' wc
said. My Colonel was vcry angry, sud ordered bis men
to give ne quarte-. I was tyiug at soîne distance with my
wound baudaged wheu I saw themn coming. Tbey came
On1 magnifieently. XVc thought they were drurk from the
Nvay tbey hehd their lances. Instead of holding themi
Under their armpits they wsved them in the air, sud, of
course, they were casier te guard against tike that. The
mon were mad, sir. They nover seenîed te tbink cf the
tremendous odds against thoti., or cf the frigbcful carnage
that had takon place iin titeir rsnks in the course of that
long, desperate ride. They dashed in among us, s'nontiug,'cheeriug sud cursing. 1 nover saw auything bike it. Tbey
Seemed perfectly irresistibbe, and our fellows were î1uite
demorabized. The fatal mistake wo made in the morning
ws te receive the charge cf your H-eavy Brigade standing,
iflstead cf mieeting it with a countcr-shock. We hîsd 4o
titany more men thau yeu that bad we continued our
charge downhilb, instead cf ealling a haIt just at the critical
Ittenieut, we should have carried everytbing before us. '[ho
charge of your Hcavy Brigade was magnificent, but they
"ad te thank our bal manrtgemnt for the victory. We
likod Your fchlows. When cour men took prisonors they
used te give them oui- vodka. Awful stuif it ws tnore
lik' Spirits cf wino, than suytbing cisc. Your fehhows
liseil te Offer us thoir rum in exebange, but, we did net care
for it ; it was too sof t sud m itd. Tho Russian soldier must
have bis vodka. "->ul)iu Ovinion.

A LASK A,

ALASKA contains au ares of 580,107 square muiles.
irom extreme, uorth te south it is 1,400 miles in an air
lino, or as far as frem Maine te Fiorida, aud, from its
eastern bouudsî-y te the end cf the Ateutian Isiands, 2,200
miles in au air lino, or as far as from New York te Cati-
fornia. The isîand of Attu, at the end of the Ateutian
chain, is as far- west of San Francisco as Maine is east, se
that between the extreme castoru sud western sections of
the UJnited States San Francisco is the great cent.ral city.
Alaska is as large as ail the New Engtand sud Middle
States, together with Ohio, Indians, Illinois, Wisconsin,
Michigan, Kentucky sud Tennessee combiued, or as large
as aIt the United States st of the Mississippi River sud
Itorth of Goorgia sud the Carelinas-nearly one-sixtb of
thoeont ire area of the United States. It bas a ceast lino
cf 25,000 miles, or two sud a-hatf times as much as the
Atlantic sui¶ Pacific coast linos of the remaining portion
of the United States~ The coast et Alaska, if exteuded in
a straight tin, would boit the globe. Commencing at the
uerth shoreocf Dixon Inlet, iu latitude 54' 40', the cosst
sweeps in a long regutar curve uerth sud west te the
outrance of prince Wiltiam's Sound, a distance of 550
miles, thence 7125 miles soutb sud west te Unimak Pass,
at th' end Of the Alaska Peninsula. From 'this pass the
Ateutîsu cîtain cf ish1ands sweeps 1,075 miles in a long
curve almost te Asia, the dividing bine between Russiasud the United States being tbe meridian cf 1930 west
longitude. North cf Unimak Pass the coast forms a zig-
zag lin, to Point Barrow, ou the Arctic Ocean, sud theuce
sOutb cf cast te the boundary. Alaska is a groat island
region, hsving off its seuth-eastern coast a large archipel-
ago. The southeru portion cf tbis great archipehago is iu

Washington, the central portion in British Columbia, sud
the northeru portion in Alska. The part in Alaska bas.
been named the Alexander Archipebago. It is about 300
miles north sud soutb, and 75 miles wide, sud ceutains
severa' thoussnd separate islauds. The aggregate ares. ef
these islauds is 14,142 square mites. Six hundred miles
te the westward cf Sitka is the Ksdiak greup, aggregating
5,676 miles, thon farther wesliwsrd the Shumagin greup,
centsiuiug 1,031 square miles, sud the Ateutian chain,
With an ares cf 6,391 square miles. Te the north of the

Aleutiani Islands is the Pribîloti group (seat isiand8), con-
tainiig, with the other islands in Behring Sea, 3,963
square miles. The total area of the islands of Alaska is
31,205 square mites. It is the region of the highest monu-
tain peaks in the United States. These peaks formn the
Aleutian chain of islands. Unimak, the most eastern of
the cWiin, has that magnificent volcano, Shishaldin, 9,000
feet. highi) then Unalaska, 5,691 feet - next, Atka, 4,852
feet;- then Kyska, 3,700 feet; and Attu, the most western
of the grou p, only 3,084 feet high. In the Alaskan
range are th e highest peaks in the United States-Mount
Su. Elias, 19,500 feet high; Mount Cook, 16,000 feet;
Mount Crillon, 15,900;- Mount Fairweather, 15,500, and
numerous others. Alaska abonnds in bot and minerai
springs. There are large springs south of Sitka, on Per-
nosa Bay, on Amagat Island, and at Port Moiter. On
Unimak Island is a lake of sulphur. Near the volcano
Pogrumnoi are bot mnarshes. Boiling springs are found on
the islands Akun, Atka, Ulnimak, Adakh, Sitignak and
Kanaga. For years these latter have heen used by the
natives for cooking food. In the crater of Goreloi is a
vast bojling, steaînina minerai snring eighteen miles in
circumference. Alaska contains one of the largyest rivers
in the United States. VTe river Yukon is seventy miles
wide across its five mouths and interveningy deltas. At
some points along its lower course one bank cannot he
seen frorn the other. For the first thousand miles it is
fromr one te ive miles wide, and in some places, including
tht- islands, it is twenty miles from bank to bank. Navig-
able for 1,000 miles, it is computed to be 2,000 miles long.
-Sheldon Jackson, in Giltwaite's Geographical Maya-
zine for Febrieary.

CO LUiMBUS.
Bîieiiiýo him lay the grey Azores,

l3cind the Gates of Hercules;
Before him net the ghost of shores,

Before him only shoreless scas.
VTe good mate said :"I Now must we pray,

For Io! the very stars are gone.
Brave Admn'rl, speak; what shallI1sy ?

IlVhy, say,' Sail on lsaii on! and on

"My meni grow mutinous day by day
My men grow gbastly wan andi weak."

'[he stout mate thought of honte ; a spray
0f sait wave wasb'-d bis swarthy cheek.
\Vhat shall 1 say, brave Admi'rl, say,
If we sight naught but seas at dawn?"

"Why, you shall say at break of day,
1Sait on ! 4aii on ! sait on! and on!'

'[bey sailed. and sailed, as winds mnight blow,
LJntit at last the btancbed mate said

"Why, now net even Ged would know
Shoutd 1 and ait mny men fait dead.

These very winds forget their. way,
For God from theo dread seas is gene,

Now speak, brave Adm'rt, speak and say-
He said " lSsii on! sait on!1 and on! "

They saited. They sailed. Then spoke the mate
"lThis mad sea shows its teeth te-night

He curîs bis lip, he lies in wait,
With tifted tceth, as if to bite

Brave Adm-'rt, say but one good word
What shaîl we do when hope is gene t

The words leapt as a teaping sword:
"lSait on ! sait on ! sait on ! and on!

Then pale and worn, he kept bis deck,
And peered tbrough darkness. Ab, that night

Of ail dark nigbts ! And tben a spcck--
A tigbt ! A tight!1 A ligbt ! Atligbt!

It grew, a startit flag unfurled!
It grew te be Time's burst of dawn,

lie gaincd a wortd ; he gave tbat wortd
its grandest tesson: IlOn ! and on!"

.Ioaquin 1Mutler.

AN INGLISII ENCINFERi IN ''Ill E sstVic 011 TuE AMEER.
Mit. T. S. P'tNE, who is deicribed as engineer-ini-chief

te the Ameer cf Afghsnistan, recentty passed through
Bombay' on bis way bome on leave, and, in an interview
'vith a writcr of the ii es o/ India, gave some interesting
information in regard te the Ameer and to Cabul. It is
now about five sud a-hatf years since Mr. Pyne first
entered the Amneer's service. At that time he was the
onhy Etiropean ini Afghanistan, and the materiat be bad te
werk witb was very raw. The people were most cornser-
vative in thtir ideas, snd everything new wss regarded
with suspicion. The coinage of the country was of the
most crude description. The rupees and other ceins were
ail hsnd-stamped, but the peopte seemed very loth te
change tbem. llowever, Mr. Pyne, at the instigation of
the Ameer, establisbed a mint, and very soon succeedcd
in putting into circulation a neatty-coined rupee and other
coins simitarty welt executed. When the mint bad been
fairty established Mr. Pyne hegan a csrtridge fac-
tory, and this, tee, was speedily ptaced in satisfactory
working order, se that the Afghan workmen are uow turn-
ing eut seven thousand cartridges a day, white their
maximum daily output is placed at ten tbeusand. Then
carne a rifle factory, and, although the work-peopte bad
ail their tives beeon accustomed te rely on the work of
their bauds and te boenetirety independent of anytbing
like oteam machinery, they very ooa tearnt to appreciete

the value cf the iîuiprov(terietH înti-edut d Iy Mr. I>yne,
and at the present mentent tbey are produ-ing the 4matler
firearms. After the rifle factory had been establisbod, a
forge, a boot and sboe insnufactory, and ant Etgtîsb taîler-
ing establishment were put ini working order. Asked bow
the Afghans teck to these new introductions, Mr. Pytte saiti
that at irst they were a hîttle backwsrd, but now they are
taking te, thcmi with great enthusiasin, and nohudy in more
entbusiastic titan the Ameer himself. lu sonie respeucts
tbey wcre of a very inventive turn of tîind. For instance,
about baîf a dozen cf tbem set to work to inake a steatît
engine of a quarter-herse power. No eue but Afghans
had anytbing te do witb the, work, and wben flic Ameer
saw the resuit of their labours lie was se debighted that
he gave thcmt severai thouissnds cf rupees in order te, stim-
ulate others te, follow their example. Il I think," ssid
Mr. Pyne, II it would b li ard te flua a more tbcrougbly
courteous ruler than the Amneer, or one whio is more readv
te do everything in bis power te develop bis country. I
cannot speak tee bigbîy cf bim. He is certsinby one cf
the niust fascinating mnen that yen could wiRh to meet.
He is very anxions te improve the condition of bis people,
and is quite sati.stied net te receive a p-nny returrn on the
money he bias laid eut eni new works." Mr. Pynie added
that the Anteer was vcry asuxicus te viý,it Eugland, and
wiit do se as soon as lie receivt s an inivit.,tion.-'/ le Times.

TRENItAOttt VERSION OF TIUE DELUGE.
AccoitDiNe te th(e tradition iu tbhe Nga-i-talhu tribe cf

Maoris, men bad beconie very nu merouH, and cvii prevaiicd
everywhere. The tries qusirrelled, and wars weî-e fre-
quent. The wert4hip of Tane was neghected, and bis doc-
trines wcre openly dî'nied. Men utterty rî;fused lte believe
th(- teacbings cf Para- whineua-înea and Tupurîui-a-uta
respccting the st'pal-stioi of heaven and eartbi by b'sne,
and at leugth cursed tii se tw) devout int whon thîey con-
tinued their teaching. 'l'len these two teacheri wî're X'ery
angry, and get thoir stone axes ani out tbowit otara and
other treos, which they dragged together te the source cf
the river Tobinga (baptiste). The~y hound the timuber
together witb vines cf the jpirila anti repos, antd made a
vc"y wide raft. Then tbey tma(](,intcantations, ansud lit a
bouse on the raft, and put muut food into it-fern root,
kumiar (sweet petate) and d iog. Next, tbePy repeated thieir
incantations, an<i prsyed that ratîin iglttdescendt in such
abundance as would cotîvince rîten of the' power of Tane, suad
prove the trutb cf bis existence, anthe nee oty<f tbe cre-
mnerties cf worship for- life and fer peace, and te avert cvii and
deatb. Thon utîtese t(est-with 'l'iu llote, a fetinale tiiic
Wsipuuta-iNau sud othor wonivn, go,, on the' raft, 'Fiu, wbo
was the priest oit the raft, prayed thiat thte ram tinight
descend in grent torrents, and wben it had so rained for
four or five dsys and nights ho ropcsted bis incantationH
that it might cesse, and it ccased. Tihe raft wss hifted by
the waters, sud Iloatod dewn the rive- 'loinga"ï. Ail tiion
and womcen and cbitdren were drowned cf tho.4e wbo tlenietl
the trnth of the docirines preaeîd ly 'Patio The It gond
then gives a detsiled accourit cf the wauderings of the raft,
snd the deings and adventurcs cf it8 occupants. Once tboy
saw goddesses waîidering on the face cf the ooean, Tiiese
caine te niako a commotiotn in the sea, titat thte raft iit
he destroyed snd those on it miiglit pgrisi. '[hi' es was
boisterous, but the raft sud itH occupants were tiot ovet-
wbet mcd. When thoy bs-l il sted about for soven melons,
Tiu spoke te bis cetepanions, and said : Il We shahl net
die ; we shahl land oni tbe carth." [n the oigbîbtnemnth
tbe rolting motion cf the raft had chîaîged : it 110W pitched
Up and down sud rotted. 'Fiu then said thait the sigus cf
bis staff inclicatei titat the ses was beconiung les4 deep, aud
bie declarod that tUtat was the mnîn luwiich they woubd
land on dry earth. '[bey did land at FLawaiki---tlie place
front whîich the MUaoî-is, according te their traditions,
înigratcd te New ZeaIand.-The Colouies and India.

TnE faiut onsotb cf the Galtie chieftaiît lias been dis-
covered, according teoNM. Arbois (lo Tubaiîtveille, in an
Irish tcxt of the second century cf ont ira. At the hast
sittîng cf the Acadtniy of Inscriptions sud Belles Lettres
the fohlowing translation cf the catît was given by M. de
Tubainveille:" The beavens are ever us, the lan~d below
us, the ocean at-ound us ' everyttîing in a circle about us.
If the heavens do net fai, casting frointchoir hiab for-
tresses the stars like ramn on the face of the carth, if shocks
from within do net shatter the baud itself, if the ocean
front its bIne solitude doos fnot risc up over the %orows of
att living things, 1, by victery in war, by combats and
hattles, wiil bring back te the stable sud fold the cattin
sud to the bouse anti their dwehtings the womien that have
been stolen by the enonty."

A NATIVE statistician bas computed titat lu the Uinited
States there arceseten every day 2,250,000 pies. Racb
week, 16,750,000. Rach year, 819,000,000, st, s total
cest of $164,000,000-an arnount gi-caler titan the internat
revenue, sud more than enough te psy the interest on tbe

-national deht. If the pies eaten every day were besped
eue on top of another, tboy would niake a toer tbirty-
seven mites bigb. If laid eut in a bine, tbev wouhd reach
f rom New York te Boston. Witbh the yearly pie produot
of the United States s tcwer 13,468 mîiles bigh could ho
erected, sud stretcbed iu a line they would girdie tbe
earth tbree tintes. These pies of a year would weigh
803,000 tous. Aud if, as bas been se oftou stated, figures
den't lie, then certainly pie is a great inqtitiution.-T&e,
('olonies andtndia.
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