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CANADA IN FICTION.

IN a recent number of the Boston Literary World Canada je presented to
the American novelist as an inviting field for bis slcill.* It is flot so long~
since that we would have looked in vain in either American or British
serials of standing for even a passing reference to our country. Less than
ten years ago Sir Francis Flineks h ad an article returned to humi by the
editor of tise Fortïeightly Review, simply because it was Canadian in tone,
while in the United States only at rare initervals could a paper front this
aide-of the line succeed in attaining publication in the magazines.

Matters hav,3 changed within tihe last four years, and no magazine of
reputation nowadays can afford te lot a qularter go by without printing
sonîething about Canada, bier people and resources. This je flattering, but,
indging front the efforts of the best English and Anserican writere s the
newspapers and monthly publications, Canada is we fear pretty muchi of
astudy yet. A distinguished London journalist told me net long ao
that he was always cominissioned by his chief to write Canadian articles
because he had once heen in Anterica. Canada hie had neyer 8een, but hie
acquaintaiîce with New York and Boston rendered him an authority on
Montreal, Toronto, and our Northwest. Even the London Times to-day
cOntrives to get its Canadian siews by way cf iPhiladeiphia, and the Daily
.New8 published its story of the rebellion from day te day freont tinctured
telegrams sent by its New York correspondent, who could not even speli
the naules of our piettireeque battle grounds, Time essay change ail this.
Twe decades ago it was indifference ; to-day, it is ignorance. May we uiot
hope that intelligence may cone soon!1

The Literary fVorld has long leoked for thse American novai. Ilowelis
eï sand James, Harte and Mies Murfree, Vire. Stowe and Simus have not

written it, though ail of them have put American people in Arnerican situ- i

8,tiens, on Anierican territory, and scanery and incident have been
etrikingiy national. What je realiy demanded by those who ask for an
Araerican novel will probably be answered by the man or woman who h
Produces in the naxt century, prebabiy, the equaliy long-looked-for Ameni-
canl play. One weuld think that C)oper had contributed a reai Amarican
storY, juet as oe je apt to regard Mr. Howells' work as a real develop- n

'ient of American art in literature. The American novel should deal h
With American life and unovement-in the foreet, by the lakes, or in so'ciety.h

XOvels treating of euch life and movamont have been writton by the score,
by Meon and women whoe equipinent for the task cannot be criticised or
'liPugned. The World, however, remains unsatisfied. The expectant I
liOvel has yet to corne. Meanwhile, it pays us the compliment to suggest M
thiit parhaps out cf Canada, Ilthat true North,"~ the strorsg and worthy tale aî

givoe everyhody je sighing for may appear. Our critical contemporary w
eesa brief catalogue of what hae been done by Amnerican and Canadian w

wr'itars in the direction indicated already. The list presented je absurdly p~

br'fPaticlalythe roi1 which contains the achievaments of our own b
IOeit.Mr. Kirby's reruarkabie Chien d'Or is inarely notod, while that th

etiinent gentleman's pop.in on the Loyalists, whjch is known only te a vory pi
iiiiijted circle of readere, is mientioned tiret, and suhmitted te the reader as n
if 't Were our novelist's chief dlaim te recognition. The Golden Dog ie gr

n al'eally a very good stury. Trite historical uitter, rich and ample, le ingeniou4ly .p,
P'nt toge.th1er, but it, grit lengi h repel4 any but the indubtricus ansd perse-fo
Yering9 reader front isoestly itvestigatingÏ the fortunes f M. Kirbys ap

See THÉ Wiseu, 06eptembýer .

$3 00 per Annurn.
Single copies, 10 Cents.

creations, front cover te cover. And yet the story as it stands to-day, seven
hundred pages long, was oniginaily just twico that iength when the London
publisher returned it te ite authon, with the usual latter of regrets. Stili,
it je by far our best piece of fiction, and Canada is deservedly prenid cf it.
The World niantes Vera's Ilonor Edg.-worth, the anonymons novel cf Con-
stance ol Acadia, andc Captain âltrryatt'e3 Settiers in Canada. The two
last ehould centainly net ho iîscluded in a list cf Canadiani fiction by Cana-
dian authors. There je no mention in tise World's article cf John Losper-
anco s really striking Bastonnais, whicis treats in a highly drainatic way cf
lifo in Canada during the exploits cf Banediot Arnold and the outlawed
woodrangers. M. Frechette's play cf Pajpineeu, and M. Napoloon
Bourassa's toucbiîig tale cf Jacqutes et Vfarie, which afford good studies
cf French and Acadian manners, cu.etomes, and inethods cf life, are omitted
frein the list published in the World. Non do we find a word about Ait
Algonquin Vaiden, the JIoint production cf two cf our meet entertaining
writers, Mr. G. Mercer Adamn and Miss Wetiserald, wiîics illustrates several
apisodes cf value in our social lsistory. The charmîng collection cf short
stonies, Crowded Out, by Mrs. Harrison ('" Seranus'9, is inexcusably omitted,
and yet those tales reveal ait intiînacy with life and experience in French-
Caniadian country hoines which fiew can read without intereet or emotion,
thie spirit and characteristics of the people being eessplsasised with sympathy
and tact. The writer in the World alludes te Chsarles W. Hail's Z1wice
Taken, which deals with the siege cf Louisburg in a iively manner, but the
saine, authen's inetnical legenids cf tho Gulf are net considered, apparentîy,
worthy cf nemark, thotigl te our mind they show better werkmanship,
James De Mille'q series cf juvenile books, T'he B. 0. W. C.'s, je alike
discarded, but the saine wrîter's Lily and t/te Cross receives bionounabie
mention. To say nothing of French siovels, of wisich we have more
thaît a score cf average merit, there are stili a few fairly written tales in
English, the- werk cf Canadian writers. Mr. Grant Allen je a Canadian
novelist as well as a!mau cf science, but as lie publishes hie writingselase-
where, and nover pu te Canada into hie fiction, we rnay not include hin in
a list cf distiuictively Canadiani romancers. But after survayiîsg the field,whiat can ho said ? WVhy, only thie Canada has the iuaterial for many
good novels. The country je full cf incident, wonderful scenery meots the
oye at ail points, and every foot cf the ground je rich in histery cf tlie
rnost oloquent and picturesque cîsaraoter. War and poace, the Indian and
thie eariy settler, tise tebitanzt and hie grand surroundings, invite the

lsvest and the paiester. The etrotng and! brilliant noveiet bas yot te
cume. We have done fairly well. There are soute gced naines on the
jet, but only a fow have perforssed the work required cf them in an
rtistic and ekîlful maanner. Every one whc takes an intereet in lattera

.ays the Canadiani field je a mine cf wealth te the romancer. I have
nysoif repeatedly urgAd oun authons to deveiop the romnances at their coin-
nand. But the tinte je paseing nway, aesd the inte romains unworked.
lie field je so ricb, and we might add se vast, that we cannot long expeot
o enjey a monopoiy cf it. Thus far, American writers have stayed their
.and. Soine cf them have beau generous eneugh te eay that the Canadjans
hould romain in undisputed possession cf their material. But if we do
othing ourselves, may wo hope te long enijoy this immunity 1 Rich pro.
erves like ours may expect the poachen any tinte, and wlso je there te sayura nay ?i

The Literary World sounde a warning note wlsen it enys:
But Canada, with its adjuncts, je a land cf equal fori and colour withloxico, its romance je of a healthier type, ansd our sympathy therowithould cortainly be far stronger. The Prescett cf Mexico, toc, je fullyîatclsed by the Parkman cf Canada ; ncthing je Iacking but tho' skiliadnd glewing mind to fuse the mass, and mould it into an image instinctith life. If any one cf cur rendors has juet returned from Quebec, ho'iii feel the truth cf what we say ; cnly perhapse owii add that tho baidrose cf Canadian hi8tory je so roissantie that it je alîsseet painting tho nain-ow te turn it into fiction. Juet now, wheni tisere is a cati fer romance as~ainst nealisin, and when our noveliste are scoiîring, the constinent frointe villages of New Etsgland te the canyons cf the Sierrap; in eearch cf a'omising 1'claim,"' why dccc flot somte one cf thens, or more,,turn their eye)rthward te tbis almeet untrodden but inviting regioni cf great foreste,eat watt'r8, aruar herees, grea;tttvetit,,, and great; episedos, anul adven'uriliterary flor: in that direcio ?cs If Hiawth men could only hsive htdarknmaîî to go bfore hum ! Wise kiiows but tho~ oc uLîn " Aïe.jsisovel,"

r which wi. aie ail] expectatit, je to bo a C.i i -(Iaii lscvei, aoid thai irý se te
pean eut of the Ncnîhl ?

It wouid be a pity if our local mien and women were te lose thije


