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WE are indebted to the Mail for ain exhýauistive, report upon the Inîdiaiîs iîî
the South-Western portion of our Territories; and Mr. Ilitin, of \Vinnipeg-,
who has been eîîtrusted, with the comlmission of inquiring it 0 the condi-
tion of tho Biackcfeet anti othier tribes there, for the information of the
public, lias perforîîîcd bis task %vitbi ability ani wisdcîîî. I le lia's nlot
brougblt to lighit aiv iumportanît poinit8 leyond the fact that th(, Indians
theinselves are îlot labourim,î untiir ans' serious grievaxîcesý. Their mîission-
aries have niade conilabiits frontî al moral stanîdpoîint, wili caîinot fai I to
shuck the sensihilities of ouî *r peopb' ; bu t ve îîiay fairiy hope that eveil
they have been exagg<ratt'd in ortier to siir up) a greater interi'st in the miorald
welI-being of our savage wards. Jt mîus4t iot bc- forgotteîî tbat tQuit distant
region bas only in the last thrc or fouir years been opened Up to the
civilizing influence of the world, and in the process of deveiopnîcîît thlou-
sands of raiixvay labourers bave doubtiess coîîtriiauted to îiagn.'Iify tite evil
comipiailîcd of.

Iier('tofore, tbis district bas b'en so lckeui up froîini lin' eyes of thc
country tiuat it is a wvonder thiat g'reater t'iiiplaiiits have îlot befori' t1lis
attraCteti the public car, whicli iîîay be taIkei as5 ait evidenCe thiat tic' ti il
bas not been se, great in the past. Tii' k nnw ledg", iîowever, t bat tiîi
phy sical power of the I utiian s i s biing sap pli i y th limiîîn trai lun s

of the advancing tidu of civibizatîon shiiii bc sîtiieienît, to cause, ti,'
Governînient to iîîstitiute nieasures for thu(ir protectjion. t 'iaiians ciiiet
allow the doctrine of "thep survivai of the fiLtfst ' to prev;îii. As a
Christian nation our duty is to throw arounti our weak b)retbir('n our pro-
tecting ai, and preserve tîjeni for a hiiglier plane of civilization, whilîi tbî'y
are qilite capaibe cf.

Front Mr. Ilain's accotînt tbe Iîîdîmniis show no disposition te give
trouble, but appear desirous to pursue tue eveii tenor of tbeil. waiy ; anti it
may be safeiy assunied tbat tht, outiirca;k of last yî'ar xvas the resuit of tic
machinations cf Riel alonle, -iio for soîîî' tinte liad been sapping' thtir o
ioyalty anti appeaiing te tb'îir ciipi'lity ;anti unless somui" otiier cvii-
disposed pet-soi, jows the seeds of seciiît ainong thein, ive, aiîparcily,
necd fear ne further organized trouble. Tiiat the best mîode cf dcýaliiî f
witiî tiiese Inîlians in the future is a iîrelleni, tiicre clin bw îî qut'stiOiî -
but we have a duty te pî'rforin toivards tiîem, anti canniot shirk tiie respoiî- 0,
sibility. A miore iîîtimate knowledge of thirî cliaracter cii the, part of (
those who are dealing with tiîeîn will île doulat restiît beîieficiai iv ini tii1 1,', 1
but in order to prottuce practical results tberc sbiotild ho a sîttîcti pchiey u
in our management of tht'nî. C

First, we must recognize tbat the labieur of tic Indian is cf vailue to q.
the country, and the greatest value tbat cani be obtained froîîî Lis labour tI
lies in his abiiity to trap and hunt. 1,i1 mest valualie fui is obtained iîî G,
tbe northern part of the territory, and tiierefore tie mobre fidiais thiat li
can be located in the north the botter, wliore fish, xîilt fovi, and fur are th
plentif'ul. To encourage thiiet to, go nortiî, give thein the niaterials te put bi
Up cemfortabie bouses on land tlîat they cati coiisider tîteir ewiî, aîîd give th
them stock te breed front, tbat they înay becomne pastoral in their babits ir
and ambitions. Those wbo prefer te remain on the plains sbeuld bo th
settled together on their reserves, on their own land ; and a cotnbined fa
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cbiîrcl aiîd sciiooi-hiuso erected for their benefit, and tbe principles of
sel f-governmlent taught tlîenî ; andi through tbe elux of titie the country
xvili be rcwarded by a gratoful idian populationî, instead of a stain being
alloîvcd te rest uîuoî our nationîal citaracter for aiiowîng theiui t e 'josticti
front oiT' tht' face' cf the eartit by the more vigorous and ainhitieus white
mian. Teivards tut' eîiucatioîî of the Intlians, accordiiig te the iî'lok
foi'ty-two schoolq are aireatiy niaintainedin ad nditioni te three iid ustriai
Sebeols, iîut tiiere is ne evitience of aîîy piacticai resuit having yet lîcen
olattiîîe( l'y tbese scblools. TFowards the attainiîîicit of tîuis iiîest deserviîîg
olýject cf cducatien a mîan cf suitabie abiiity sbeuld be appointed as a
Sciîooi Inspecter, wiîe weuid devete bis ablîities te the care cf the findialis
iii tbis respect. WVî are Nvasting precicus years in aîîy iîegiect of the
youîîg, titroug-il xvboiii aloîî' we can hope to effet a radicali change in
Iiîtiiî iifc antd citaracter. A inate'riai part cf their olucation siiocit lue
tiie leariii cf traîhis, the econoiuîicai preparing of tieir feoti, anti c.ariîsg,
for tlîcir lw~alh, inatters ef far nmere inmportance i their future welfare
tiîan a sinatte'riîg cf iitorary attainnients. Towartls titis endtie ei stab-
]islîfiiint cf ail iiîstitu ici) in tue Eaîst whuere tifty or a hîundrt'î Indiati chil-
drt'î, reîiovetl frontî tbcir ]font(, infiluences, coulti bc annuaiiy cducatcd,
wotuldi lu, a spcctiy mode ef leavening the Indiaîî population.

Thie Intiiaiî Agenits siî"uli lie instructîti tihat; they are tiiere te pretoot
thiîe Ii itia mu tiiiir tic i r iarge. I n ia isSar,' i ike chliiren , with ail the liuii ja
instîincts of a eijlild iii rvaiiii tihe diillerîice bî'tweenî rigbt anti wrong, anti

iii pliîig iîiplicit fîîitii in tie~ promiises of timeir protectors. The., is a
ln ecguîliiztd( piiîîeu iii dcealiîig witlî cbiiiiren-nîver te bîreak a prominse to
thin~i, i1ocivvtr trivial : aL suiîîlar sîiiplicity aitt cunningi >xi.sts iii the
i iciiaîî ularacter- Tiv~y xviii press fer tbevir simple xvaits, andi, onic havirîg
yioleli<., tiiaî't îîiloct, t' fuîi li tCie promise because in our iuini àt is cf

ti i ial imniportanceu. i 1[i il Àgenî.'ts shotîlt prot('ct the [udians4,-neot as soin
lnurses il0 t lii ctiltireil, to id tinteir fauits anti shieid thiten front pumnishi
nien'ut,- but protect; tdivin iii their deaiings4 with the xvhitc maan, tiîat tbey
iiiity niot ht' w roi gedu iitrai y or eoi iîrcial iy.

'Flic' il idsoîî Bay (Cipaity, tin'br the olti systent, biat ait establisheti
plaît upoît wiii tiiiy atedu. Every post luati a iist of tue Jiîtiaiîs wvio
traubil at theu post ; tiuvir eluaracters wt're fuily set fortit in tiis iist, as to
thii~r trappiiîg ahi] it y' Ch lî oiîi'sty cf tbeir iîntentions, e'tc. \V'leî a ne'w
cthi'or caeai' to tihe post la' wa%4 giied 'îîtirî'iy iay tiîis report, anti if auuy
i îiiî h't, tiîis pest iîî delut , lus4 namine was piac'd upon every post iii tbe

îiist nict ais a wvîrîiig, to oCciîr oihicî'rs it deaiing witî ]fini. On the otber
liaici, i f t1r law'xas a sixpelîce coîiiug te any Indianl lie mniglît couac iîack
toni ycars after atd ti tli tiîu tiîat sixpecc staniting te, lus credit. It was
l'y tiîis liolîîsty iii mîîinute' tetails titat tiie Il.utson Bay Comîpany wonî tho

u'iî'tandu alligianci' cf tie 1 îîdiaîîs cf tbe Territory :a simnilar policy on
tihi part cf our- agents Nvoiîlt probahly bave tue saiune beîîeficiai result.
'1'ios,' whlu art' lrotîglît iiîto contact witlî tue Itîdians should bo selecteti
for i' ltir cliaracter, tant tlîty siîould lcie îarrieti: retiroti British officers
weultl iîiake gooti agtents aiît irîstî'uctors. ]3y thieir long service tiîcy
bave tîcquireti hiabits cf disciplinîe anxt trauiniing whîich are essentiai to tbe
ith'ctive xvorkiiig of any systelît tiîat tiepeîîds upoîî the character of its
ftiicials far rcîîîovt', front autheritv.

Last year tue Iiîiiaîîs rt'ctiveîi a severe ]essoii for their attentpt te
ick cver tue traces, anti for their wanton taking of life, and wili luot soon
oeret it ; anti whlue titîre is stili a inodicuin of excitemnent resulting fronu
ast vta'aîs callpaigli, a tiisplay of powver woulti bave a inost betîctiejai
'ii'ut, anid xould be a prt'cautieîî tiîat cannot bc overestiniatei. It is
1uestioiaiie, liowev,'r, if it woîîld ho ivise te mnaîch troeps tiîrou-h the
iîîdiait tdistricts, the ob ject of whtici tbe Indians theinselves woulti not
îi:derstand ;aiît tiîcy mighîlit b frightencti iîîto hostilities wbicb tbey neyer
oiîtoitnplated. It ivouiti he iviser to assemble a force at Regina or Fort
?u'Appî'ih', as a guai'antee fer tue protection of tue country, anti assemiale
livre a nu11inher of the Indian chiefs anti braves for a pow-wow with
et'erial MLidiuiiýtoiî, as representing the power of the country-to hîcar a
ttlt' plain talkç frontI 1dm. It ivouibi produce a niost bene6icial effect upon
le pi'act'fulnt'ss ef the trilues, and upeîî the country generaiiy. With one
tîrîtret andi tluîrtv thtousaîît Indians scattered throughout tue Dominion,
îe tquestionî of thjeir muanag'enient and thteir welfare is of great public
iteî'est, andt the Mail bas shoiva a most coînmendable spirit in instituting
îese inquiries among tise Soutiî-Western tribes, the resuit of which caniiot
il to be ef practical service. C. A. BouLToN.
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